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TO

EDMOND MALONE, Esq.

MY DEAR SIR,

N every narrative, Wwhether hiftorical
or biographical, authenticity is of the
utmoit confequence. .Of this I have ever
been fo firmly perfuaded, that I infcribed
a former work to that perfon who was
the beft judge of its truth. I need not
tell you I mean General Paoli; who,
after his great, though unfuccefsful,
efforts to preferve the liberties of his
country, has found an honourable afylum
in Britain, where he has now lived many
years the object of Royal regard and pri-
vate refpect; and whom I cannot name
without exprefling my very grateful fenfe
of
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of the uniform kindnefs which he has
been pleafed to thew me.

The friends of Dr. Johnfon can beft
judge, from internal evidence, whether -
the numerous converfations which form
the moft valuable part of the enfuing
pages, are correCtly related. To them
therefore I with to appeal, for the accu-
racy of the portrait here exhibited to the
world.

As one of thofe who were intimmately
acquainted with him, you have a title to
this addrefs. You have obligingly taken
~ the trouble to perufe the ofiginal ma-
nufcript of this Touf, 4nd can vouch for
the ftrit fidelity of the prefent publica-
tion. Your literary alliance with our
much-lamented friend, in confequence of -
having undertaken to render one of his
labours more complete, by your edition
of Shakfpeare, a work which I am confi-

| dent
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dent will not difappoint the expe@ations |
of the publick, gives you another claim.
But I have a ftill more powerful induce-
ment to prefix your name to this volume,
as it gives me an.opp'ortunity of letting
" the world know that I enjoy the honour
and happinefs of your friendthip; and of
thus publickly teftifying the fincere
regard with which I am,

" My dear Sir,
Your very faithful

and obedient fervant,

London,
s0oth September, 1785,

: JAMES BOSWELL.



HE waAs OF AN ADMIRABLE PREGNANCY OF
WIT, AND THAT PREGNANCY MUCH IMPROVED
BY CONTINUAL STUDY FROM HIS CHILDHOOD ;
BY WHICH HE HAD GOTTEN SUCH A PROMPT- .
NESS IN EXPRESSING KIS MIND, THAT HIS
EXTEMPORAL SPEECHES WERE LITTLE INFERIOUR
TO HIS PREMEDITATED WRITINGS. Many, NO
DOUBT, HAD READ AS MUCH, AND PERHAPS
MORE THAN HE; BUT SCARCE EVER ANY CON-
COCTED HI§ REAPING INTO JUDGEMENT AS HE
PIR,

BakERr’s CHRONJCLE,



T HE
J OUR:N AL
-‘ - OF A | . |
TOUR TO THE HEBRIDES,

SAMUEL JOHNSON, L.L.D,. -

R. JOHNSON had for many years given

me hopes that we fhould go together,

and vifit the Hebrides. Martin’s Accoynt of
thofe iflands had impreffed us with a notion
that we might there contemplate a fyftem of
life almoft totally different from what we had
been accuftomed to fee ; and, to find fimplicity
and wildnefs, and all the circumftances of re=-
mote time or place, {o near to our native great
ifland, was an object within the reach of reafon-
able curiofity. Dr. Johnfon has faid in his
journey, ¢ that he fcarcely remembered how the
wifh to vifit the Hebrides was excited ;” but
he told me, in fummer 1763, that his father
put Martin’s Account into his hands when he
B - wasg
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wes-very young, and that hewas much p!uﬁd
with it. We reckoned there would be fome .
inconveniencies and hardfhips, and perhaps 2
fittle dangcr ; but thefe we were perfuaded

were, magniied in. the imagination of every

body. When I was at Ferney, in 1764, I men-

tioned ous defign to Volrsire. He looked at

me, a8 if I had talked of going to the North
Pole, and faid, « You do not infift on my ac-

¢ companying you "% No, Sir.”—¢ Then }

‘ am yery willing you fhould go.” ¥ was not
afraid that our curious expedition would be
prevented by fuch apprehenfions; but I

doubted that it would not be pofiible to pre-

vail. on Dr. Johnfon to .relinquith, for {fome
time, the Telicity of a Londoen life, which, to &
thin who can enjoy it with full intellettual re-

lith, is apt to make, exiftence in any narrower
fphieré ¢em infipid or ickfome. ¥ doubted thas
he would nbt be willing to come down from

his levated ftate of philofophical dignity;

frora a foperiority of wifdom amongfht the wife,
and of 1earning amongtt the learned; and from
ﬁtﬂmg his wit upon minds bright enoygh to
reflet it.

He had difappointed nyy cxpc&anons {olong,
that I began to dcfpau' but in fpring, 1773,
he talked of coming to Scotland that year with
fo much firmnefs, that Fheped he was at laft in
camcﬂ: I knéw that, if he were once launched

from
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from the metropolis, he would go forward very
well; and I got our common friends there to
affift in fetting him afloat. ‘To Mrs, Thral in
particular, whofe enchantment over him feldom
failed, I was much obliged. It was, « PJI give
< thee a wind,” == Thox art kind.”—To attre&
him, we had invitations from the chiefs Mac-
donald and Macleod ; and, for additional aid, I
wrote to Lord Elibank, Dr. William Robertfon,
and Dr. Beattie, |

To Dr. Rokertfon, fo far as my letter con-
cerned the prefent fubjeét, I wrote as fol-
lows: ' |

“« OUR friend, Mr. Samucl Fobnfon, is in great
¢ health and fpirits; and, I do think, has a fe-
‘¢ rious refolution to vifit Scotland this year.
¢ The more attraltion, however, the better;
« and therefore, though I know he will be
¢ happy to meet you there, it will forward the
s¢ {cheme, if, in your anfwer to this, you exprefs
¢¢ yonrfelf concerning it with that power of
s« which you are fo happily poffefled, and which
“ may be fo dire¢ted as to operate ftrongly
“ upon him.” )

His anfwer to that part of my letter was quitg
as I could have withed. It was written with
the addrefs and perfuafion of the hiftorian of
America, ,

« WHEN I faw you laft, you gave us fome
¢ hopes that you might prevail with Mr. Fobn/on

B2 “ to
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*¢ to-make out that excurfion td Scotland, with
¢ the expeltation of which we have long flat-
¢ tered ourfelves. If he could order matters
« fo, as to pafs fome time in Edindurgh, about
<< the clofe of the fummer feffion, and thef
« vifit fome of the Highland fcenes, I am con-
« fident he would be pleafed with the grand
¢ features - of nature in many parts of this
¢ country: he will meet with many perfons
‘¢ here who refpect him, and fome whom I am
¢« perfuaded he will think not unworthy of his
< efteem. I wifh he would make the experi-
‘“ ment. He fometimes cracks his jokes upon
‘ us ; :but he will find that we can diftinguifh
« between the ftabs of ‘malevolence, and #be
«< rebukes of the righteous, which gre like excellent
< oil*, and break not the bead. Offer my beft
¢ compliments to him, and affure him that I
‘e« fhall be happy to have the fatisfaction of fee-
¢ ing him under my roof.” ‘

To Dr. Beattie I wrote, ¢ The' chief inten-
¢ tion of this letter'is to inform you, tRat I
¢¢ now ferioufly beheve Mr. Samuel Fobnfon will
¢ vifit Scotland this year: but I wifh that every
< power. of attration may be employed to fe-
¢ cure our having. fo valuable an acquifition,.

® Our friend: Edmund Burks; who-by this time had received
fome pretty fore rubs from Dr. Johnfon, on account of the
unbappy difference in their-politics, upon my repeating this.
paflage to him, exclaimed, ¢ Oil of Vitrioll™

¢ and
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* and therefore I hope you will, without delay,
“ write to me what I know you think, that I
* may read it to the mighty fage, with proper
“ emphafis, before I leave London, which I

“muft do foon. He .talks of you with. the
“ ame warmth that he did laft year. .- We are
“ to fee as much of Scotland as we can, in.the
“ months of Auguft and September. We thall
“ not be long of being at Marifcha! College®. He
“is particularly defirous of fccmg fomc of the
 Weftern 1flands.”

Dr. Beattie did better: spfe wm? Hc was,
however, fo polite as to wave his ‘privilege of
wl mibi refcribas, and wrote as follows: .

“ YOUR very kind and. agreeahle favour of
“ the 20th of April 6verroqk me here yefterday,
“ after having gone to Aberdeen, which place
“] left about a week ago. I am _to fet out
“ this day for London, and hope to have the
“ honour of paying my refpécts to Mr. Fobnfon
“ and you, about a week or ten days hence. I
“ thall then do what I can, to enforce the to-
“ pick you mention’; but at prefent I cannot
““ enter upon it, 28 I am in a very great hurry ;
“ for I intend to begm my journey within an
¢ hour or two.”

He was as good as his word, and threw fome
pleafing motives into the northern fcale. But,
indeed, Mr. Johnfon loved all that he heard,

B3 ~ from
® This I find is a $cotticifim. I fhould have faid, ¢ It
% will pot be long before we fhall be at Marifchel College.™
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fro:b one whom de tells us, in his Lives ¢f the
Poetsy Grgy fouad ¢ a pokt; a plulofopher, and
 a good man.”

My Lord Eébdnk did not anﬁn.‘r m¥ lr!cm' to
bis ldrdfhip for {onis time,  The reafon will
appedr; when we cdihie ta the ifle of 3B, I fhall
then ‘infert ‘my letsér, with letters fromh his
lordihip, both to myfelf ind Mr. Yobufim. I
bég .to be -underftdod, that I infert tly awh
Jeteers, as I relate my own fayings, rather a3
keys to whatis valuable b&lohgug to otlitrs,
than for their own fake,

Luckily Mr. Juftice(now Sir Rober?) cwm,
who was about w fatl for the Eaft-Indies, was
going to take leave df. lsis relations at Netacafle,
and he comdd@ed Dr. Fobnfon to tha town.
Mr. Soez, of Uwosthty College, Oxfoerd (now
Dr. Srwrty of the Conmnons) actompanied hit
from thehee to Edibbwrgb, With fuch propix
tions conwbys did ‘Je proceed to mp-utive
Gity.. But, left metaphor fhould meke 2t be
fu;pofal he aituallywchthy fea, I chotife to
mention. that he wavelled in poftichaifks, of
which tiwe tapid motion. Was onc of his moﬁ
ﬁronme amufements, -

" Dr. Samuel Fobnfon's charaller, mlxgmﬁs,
mﬂl political, w litkrary, nay his fifure
and manher, ‘ ave, 1. believe, more genérally
kbowr than thole ¢f alinoft ahy indn; . 'yer it

_may hot be fuperfluousthéte to attempt a tketch

of hxm Lt my rcadcrs then rcmcmber that
R TR . he

L
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dre ‘was a fincere and zealous chriftian, of highs
dmrch of Erngland and momarchical prineiples,
which he would not  tamely fuffer to ba quef
tioned; fleady and inflexible in maintsining
the ohligations of piety and vietue, both from
a regard & the erder of fociety, and from a
veneration for the Great Source of al} otder;
corre&, nay fiorn in his tafie; hard to pleafe,
and eafily offendod ; impttuous and irritable in
his semper ; but of a npft kumane and benevo-
lent heart; havingia miad-iored with & vaft and
various colle@ion of lestning and knowdedge,
which he cemmunicated with peeuliar perfpi-
cuity -and ferce, in rich and choice exprefiion.
He united 2 moft logical head with 2 moft fer-
tile imagination, which gave him an extraordi-

aary advantage in arguing; for he conld reafon
clofe or wide, as he faw beft for the moment.

He could, when ke chofe it, be the greateﬂ:
fophift that over wiclded 2 weapon in the {chools
of declamnidtion ; bist'he indulged this only in
converfation, -for he ownod he fometimes talked
. for viGory. ¥ie was o confcientious to make
erzour pesmanent and pernicious, by deliberate-
ly writing it. Hewas confcious of his fuperio-
rity.. He loved praife when it was brought to
him ; but was too proud to feek for it. He
was fomewhat dufceptible of flattery. His
mind was fe full of iimagery, that he might
have:been: perpetually 2 poet. It has beent often
. | B4 remarked,
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témarked, that in his poetical pieces, which it
is to be rcgrctt'cd are fo few,. becaufe fo. excel-
lcnt, his ftyle is eafier than in hisprofe. . There
is “deception. in thist it is not eafier, but
better fuited to the dignity of verfe; as one
may dance with grace,. whofe motians; in or-
dinary walking-~=in the common ftep, are auk-
ward.. . He had a confYitutional melancholy,
the: clouds of which darkened the brightnefs of
his fancy, and gave.a.gloamy caft ta his whole
courfe . of thinking: yet, though grave apd
- aweful in his deportment, when he thought it
necefiary -or proper, he frequently indulged
himfelf in pleafantry and fportlvc fallies.. He
was prone to {uperftition, but not to credulity.
Though his, imagination might incline him
to a beliet of the marvellous, - and the
myfterious, his vigorous reafan examined the
evidence with jealoufy. . He had a Joud voice,
and a flow deliberate utterante, which ho doubt
gave fome additional weight to the flerling
meta) of his converfation. Lord Peméroke faid
qnce to me at #7lton, with a happy pleafantry,
and fome truth, that-* Dr.-JYobafor's {ayings
¢« would Rot:appéar fo extraordiniry were it
¢ not for his boi-woew way . but I admit the
‘truth_ 6f this only. on- fome occafions: The
Meffiab, played upon the.Ganterbury orgzm, 1s
more {ublime than when played upon an' 1n
gior- inftrument <" ‘but very flight mufic. wﬁl
ccrn
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{eem grand, when conveyed to the ear thx'-ough
that majeftic mediumh, #bile therefore Dofor
Fobnfon's fayings are read, let bis manner be 2aken
alomg. Let it however be obferved, that
the fayings themfelves are generally greac; .
that, though he might be an ordinary compofer
at times, he was for the moft part a Handel. His
perfon was large, robuft, I may fay approaching
to the gigantic, and grown unwieldy from cor-
pulency. -His countenance was naturally of
ghe caft of an ancient ftatue, but fomewhat difs
figured by the fcars of that evi/, which, it wis
formerly imagined, the reyal touch could cure.
He was.now in his fixty-fourth year: he was
become a little dull of hearing. His fight had
-always been fomewhat weak ; yet, fo much does
mind govern, and even fupply the deficiency
of organs, that his perceptions were uncom-
monly quick and accurate. His head, and
fometimes alfo his body, fhook with a kind
of motion like the effe& of a palfy : he was fre-
quently difturbed by cramps, or convulfive
contractions, of the nature of that diftemper
called §¢. Vitus’s dance. He wore a full fuit of
plaipn brown clothes, with twifted hair buttons
of the fame colour, a large buthy greyith wig,
a plain thirt, black worfted {tockmgs, and filver
buckles. Upon this tour, when journeying,
he wore boots, and a very wide brown cloth
gregt coat, with pockets which might have al-
R ' ‘ moft
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moft held thetwo volumes of his foliodi&tionary;
and he carried in his hand a large Englith oak
fick. Let me not be cenfured for mentioning
fuck minute particulars. Every thing relative
to fo great 2 man is worth obferving. 1 re-
member Dr. Adam Swith, 1n his rhetorical lec-
tures at Gia/genr, told us he was glad to know
that Milren wore latchets in his thoes, inftead of
buckles. When I mentzon the aak ftick, it is
" but letting FHerenles have his club; and, by-
and-by, my readers will find this ftick will bud
and produce a goad joke.

This imperfe& fkerch of  the comMBINATION
and the forms”’ of that Wonderful Man, whom 1
" weaerated and loved while'ia ¢his world, and
after whom 1 gaze with humbie hope, now that
it has pleafed ALmicrTY Gap to call him to a
better 'world,. will ferve o introduce to the
fancy of my readers the capital abjett of the
following jourml, in the courfe of which I truft
they will attain to a confiderable degree of ac-
qumntancc with him.

- His prejudice againftScotlend was announced
almoft as foon as he began to appear in the
world of letters. - la his London, a poem, are
the follmg ncnmxs lines :

~ For who w!mld leave, unbrxb’d Hibernia’s land @
Or change the rocks of Scotland for the Strand
‘There none are fwept' by fadden fate away;

But all, whom hunger fpares, with age decay.
AR ol Slvit Ahd The
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The truth i, llke the ancient Grasks and
Romans, he allowcd himfelf o look upon all
fhations’ but his own as barbarians : not enly
szmna, but Spam, Ilalj, and France, are at-
tacked in the fame poem.” If he was particularly
yrc_)udxced a.gam& the Scots, it was becaufe they
were more in his way ; becauft he thought theis
fucccfs in Enghsud rather exceeded the due pro-
portion of ‘their rca.l merit; and becaufe he
vould not but fee in them that nationality which
1 thould think no liberal minded Scotfman will
deny. He wis indeed, if I may be allowed the
phrafe, at bottom much of a Yobn Bully much of
a ‘bluat fruc-born Englifoman. There was a
ftratim' of common clay under the rock of
marble; "He was 'voraciquily fond of good eat-

ing; and he had a grear deal of that quality
called bumexr, which gives an oilinefs and a

glofs to every other quality.

I am, ] flatter myfelf, compleatly a citizen of
the world. ---In'my travels through Holland,
Germany, Svntzcrland Italy, Corfica, France,
I never felt myfeif from home; and I fincersly
love ¥ every kiadred and tongue, .ahd peopls
¢ and nation.” "I fubfcribe to what my lace
trly - “learned “and ' phile{oplical friend
Croffie faid, that che Englith aro better ani.
insls than the Seots,; they aré riearet the fun;
their blobd is ncher, and more maellow : but
whca I hmw any of thom in an ouurageous

3 contempt
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eontempt of Scotland, I fairly ewn I treat them
as children. And thus I have, at fome mo»
ments, found myfelf obliged to treat ever)
Dr. Johnfon.

" To Scotland however he ventured ; and he re-
turned from it in great good humour, with his
prejudices much leffened, and with very grate-
ful feelings of the hofpitality with which he was
treated; 4s is evident from that admirable
work, his ¢ Journey to the Weftern Iflands of
Scotland,™ which, to my utter aﬁom{hmcnt,
has been mifapprehended, "even to rancour, by.
many of my countrymen,

To have the company of Cbambers and Scott,
hie delayed his journey fo long, that the court of
feflion, which rifes on the eleventh of Augutt, -
was broke up before he gat to deburgh

On Saturday the fourteenth of Auguft, 1773,
late in the evening; I received a note from him,
that he was drrived at Boyd's inn, at the head
- of:the Canongate. 1 went to him dire&ly. He
embraced me cordially; and I exulted in the
thought, that I now had him actually in Cak-
donia. Mr. Scot’s amiable manners, and at-
tachment to our Socrates, at once united me tq’
him.: Hetold me that, before I came in, the
doctor -had unluckily had a bad fpecinten of
Scottife cleanlinefs. - He :ithen drank no fer-
mented liquor. He afked to have his lemohade
mad¢ fweeter ; upon which the waiter, with his

grcafy
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greafy fingers, lifted a lump of fugar, and put
it into it. The doétor, in indignation, threw
it out of the window. Scort faid, he was afraid
he would have knocked the waiter down. Mr.
Fobnfor told me, that fuch another trick was
played him at the houfe of a lady in Parss. He
.was to do me the honour ta lodge under my
roof. I regretted fincerely that I had not alfo
a room for Mr. Scort. Mr. Fobnfon and 1
walked arm-in-arm up the High-ftreet, to my
houfe in Fames’s court : it was a dufky night: I
could not prevent his being aflailed by the even-
ing efAuvia of Edinburgh. I heard a late ba-
ronet, of fome diftin@tion in the polmgal world
in the beginning of the prefent reign, obferve,
that ¢ walking the ftreets of Edinburgh at

¢ night was pretty perilous, and a good deal
¢¢ odoriferous.” The peril is much abated, by

the care which the magiftrates have taken ‘to
enforce the city laws againft throwing foul
water from the windows ; but, from the ftruc-
ture of the houfes in the old town, which con-
{ift of many ftories, in cach of which a different
family lives, and there being rio covered fewers,
the odour ftill continues. A zealous Scotfman
would have withed Mr. Fobnfon to be without
one of his five fenfes upon this occafien. As
we marched flowly along, he grumbled in my
“ear, I fmell you in the dark 1”  But he ac-
knowledged that thc brcadth of ;hc ftreet, and

ot e
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the loftinefs of the buildings on each fide, made
a noble appearance.

My wife had tea ready for him, whxch 1t 18
well known he delighted to drink at all hours,
particularly when fitting up late, and of which
his able defence agamﬂ: Mr, Fonas Ha»way
fhould have obtained him-a magnificent rewatd
from the Eaft-India Company. He fheiwed
much complacency, upon finding that the -
miftrefs of the houfe was fo attentive to his fin-
gular habit; and as no man could be more po-
. lite when he chofe to be fo, his addrefs to hef
was moft courteous and epgaging; and his
converfation foon charmed her into a forgerful-
nefs of his external appearance.

I did not Hegin to keep a regular full qoyrnal
till fome days after we had fet out from Edin-
burgh ; but I have luckily preferved a good
many fragments of his Memorabilia from his
“very firft evening in Scotiand.

We bad, a little befare this, had 2 trial for
murder, in which the {,udgcs had allowed the
lapfe of twcnty years fince its commiffion as a
plea in bar, in conformity with the do@rine pf
_prefcription in the £ivil law, which Scotland and
{feveral other cauntries in Eurgpe have adopted.
He at firlt difapproved of this; but then he
thought there was fpmething in if, if there had
been for swenty years 2 pegledt to profecute a
srime which was Zxoaw, He would not allow

that
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* that a murder, by not being &/covered for twenty
years, fhould efcape punithment. We talked
of the ancient trial by duel. He did not think
it fo abfurd as is generally fuppofed; ¢ For
¢ (faid he) it was only allowed when the quef-
“ tion was éx equilibriv, as when one affirmed
“ and another denied ; and they had a notion
¢ that Provideace would interfere in favour of
“ him who was in the right. But as 1t was
“ found that in a duel, he who was in the right
¢¢ had not a2 better chance than he who was in
“ the wrong, therefore fociety inftituted the
¢¢ prefent mode of trial, and gave the advantage
* to him who is in the right,”

We fat till near two in the morning, baving
chatted 2 good while after my wife left us. She
had infifted, that to thew all refpe& to che Sage,
the would give up our own bed-chamber to
him and take a worfe. This I carmot buc
gratefully mention, as one of a thoufand obli-
gations which I owe her, fince the great obli-
gation of her being pleafed 0 avcept of me as
ker huiband.

Smaday, i5th Auguff. |
Mr, Scott came to breakfaft, at which I in-
eroduced to Dr. Johnfbn, and him, my friend
Sir Wiliiem Forins, nem of Pitfigo; a man of
whom too much good cannot be faid; who,
with diltinguifhed abilities, and application in

his




[ 16}
his profeflion of a Banker, is at once a good
companion, and a good chriftian ; which I
think is faying enough. Yet it is but juftice
to record, thatonce, when hewas in a danger-
ous illnefs, he was watched with the anxious

apprehenfion of a general calamity; day and
night his houfe was befet with affe&tionate in~
quiries; and, upon his recovery, T Deum was
the univerfal chorus from the bearts of his

countrymen.
Mr. Johnfon was pleafed with my -daughter
¥eromica,® then a child of about-four months old.

She had the appearance of liftening to him.
His

® The faint’s name of Feronica was introduced into our
family through my great grandmother #Ferenica, Countefs of
Kincardine, a Dutch lady of the noble houfe ‘of Sommelfdyck, of
which there is a full account in Bayle's Diftienary. The
family had once a princely right inh Surinam. The governour
of that ifland was appointed by the States General, the town
of Amfterdam, and Sommelfdyck. The States General have
acquired Sommelfdyck’s nght; but the famlly bas ftill great
dignity and opulence, and byi intermarriages is conne&ted with
many other noble families. When [ was at the Hagwe, I was

received with all the affeCtion of kindred. The prefent Soma

mel/dyck has an important charge in the Republick, and is as
worthy a man as lives. He has honoured me with his cor-
refpondence for thefe twenty years. My great grandfather,
the hufband of Countefs Veronica, was Alaxander EasT of
chardme, that eminent Royalif whofe charaler is given by
Burnet, in his Hiftory of his own Tintes. From him the
blood of Bruce flows in.my veins.  Of fuch ancefry- who
would not be proud 2 And, as Nibll eff nif boc filat alter, iy
peculiarly true of genealogy, who would not be glad to foifea
fair opportanity to Jet it be known ? .
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His motions feemed to.her to be intended for

her amufement; and when he ftopped, fhe
fluttered .and made a little infantine noife, and
a kind of fignal for him to begin again. She
would be héld clofe to him; which was a proof,
tfom fimple nature, that his figure was not
horrid. Her fondnefs for him endeared her
ftill more to me, and I declared fhe thould have
five hundred pounds of additional fortune.
"We talked of the pratice of the law. Sir
William Forbes faid, he thought an honeft
lawyer fhould never undertake a caufe which
he was fatisfied was not a juftone. ¢ Sir (faid
Mr. Johnfon) a lawyer has no bufinefs with the
juftice or injuftice of the caufe which he under-
takes, unlefs his client afks his opinion, and:
then he is bound 1o give it honeftly. The

juftice or injuftice of the caufe is to be decided.

by the judge. Confider, Sir, what is the pur<
pofe of courts of juftice? It is, that every man
may have his caufe fairly tried, by men ap<
pointed to try caufes. A lawyer is not to tell
what he knows to be a lies he is hot to produce
what he knows to be a falfe deed; but he is
not to ufurp the province of the jury ahd of thé
judge, and determine what fhall be the effeék
of evidence---what fhall be the refult of legal
argument. As itrarely happens that a man is
fit to plead his own caufe, lawyers are a clafa
of the community; who, by ftudy and experi-

C ence,

e —— . —
— -
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ence,. have acquired the art and power of ar= -
~ ranging evidence; and of applying to the points,

at iflye what the law has fettled. A lawyer is
to do for his client all that his client might
fairly do. for himfelf, if he could. 1If, by a fu-
periority of attention, of knowledge, of fkill,
and a better method .of communication, he has
the advantage of his adverfary, it is an advan-
tage to which he is entitled. There muft al-
ways be fome advantage, on one Gde or ather;
and 1t is better that advantage fhould be had
by talents, than by chance.. If lawyers were
to undertake no caufes till they were fure they
were juft, 2 man.might be precluded altogether
from a trial of his claim, though, were it judi-
cially examined, it might be found a very juft
elaim.”~—This was found pracical doétrine,.
and rationdlly réprefled.a too refined fcrupulo—
fity of conicience.

Emigration was at this time a.common to-
pick of difcourfe. Dr. Johnfon regretted it as
hurtful to human happinefs: ¢ For (faid he)-
it {preads mankind, which weakens the defence
of ‘a nation, and leffens the comfort of living.
Men, thinly fcattered, make a thift, but a bad
fhift, without many things. A {mith is ten
milés off : they’ll do without a nail or a ftaple.
A taylor is far {rom them : they’ll botch' their
own clothes. It is being conccntrated whxch

produces high convenience,’ a
. Sig
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Sir William Forbes, Mr. Scott, and I, ac-
companied Mr. Johnfon to the chapel, founded
by Lord Chief Baron Smith, for the fervice of
the Church of England. The Reverend Mr.
Carre, the fenior clergyman, preached from
thefe words, ¢ Becaufe the L.ord reignech, let
¢« the earth be glad.”—1 was forry to think
Mr. Johnfon did not attend to the fermon, Mr.
Carre’s low voice not being ftrong enough to
reach his hearing. A fele&ion of Mr. Carre’s
fermons has, fince his death, been publithed
by Sir William Forbes, and the world has ac-
knowledged their uncommon merit. I am
well affured Lord Mansfield has promounced
them to be excellent.

Here 1 obtained a promife from Lord Chief
Baron Orde, that he would dine at my houfe
next day. I prefented Mr. Johnfon to his
Lordfhip, who politely faid to him, « 1 have
«¢ not the honour of knowing you ; but I hope
¢ for it, and to fee you at my houfe. I am to
¢ wait on you to-morrow.” This refpe@able
Englith judge will be long remembered in
Scotland, where he built an elegant houfe, and
lived in it magnificently. His own ample
fortune, with the addition of his falary, enabled
him to be fplendidly hofpitable. It may be
fortunate for an individual amongft qurfelves to
be Lord Chief Baron; and a moft worthy man
now has the office. But, in my opinion, it is
better for Scotland in general, that fome of our

Ca publick

—_— e — —
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.publick employments fhould be filled by gen-
tlemen of diftinétion from the fouth fide of the |
‘Tweed, as we have the benefit of promotion in
England. Such an interchange would make a
beneficial mixture of manners, and rendes our
union more complete. Lord Chief Baron Orde
was on good terms with us all, in a narrow
country filled with jarring interefts and keen
parties ; and, though I well knew his opinion
to be the fame with my own, he kept himfelf
aloof at a very critical period indeed, when the
Douglas caufe thook the facred fecurity of &irth-
right in’ Scotland to its foundation; a caufe,
which had it happened before the Union, when
there was no appeal to a Britith Houfe of
Lords, would have left the great fortrefs of
honours and of property in ruins.

When we got home, Dr. Johnfon defired
to fee my books. He took down Ogden’s Ser-
mons on Prayer, on which I fet a very high
value, having been much edified by them, and
he retired with them to his room. He did not
ftay long, but foon joined us in the drawing-
room. I prefented to him Mr. Robert Ar-
buthnot, a relatton of the celebrated Dr. Ar-
buthnot, and a man of literature and tafte.
To him we were obliged for a previous recom-
mendation, which fecured us a very agreeable
reception at St. Andrew’s, and which Dr. John-
fon, in his Journey, afcribes to ¢ fome invifible

¢¢ friend.”
Of
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. Of Dr. Beattie, Mr. Johnfon faid, € Sir, he'
has written like a man confcious of the truth,
and feeling his own ftrength. Treating your
adverfary with refpedt; is giving him an advan-
tage to which he is not entitled. ‘The greateft
part of men cannot judge of reafoning, and are
imprefled by charaéter; fo that, if you allow your

adverfary a refpetable charater, they will think,
that though you differ from him, you may. be-
in the wrong. Sir, treating your adverfary with
refpe, is ftriking foft in a battle. And as to
Hume—a man who has fo much conceit as to
tell all mankind that they have been bubbled
for ages, and he is the wife man who fees better'
than they—a man who has fo little fcrupulofity
as to venture to oppofc thofe principles which
have been thought neceffary to human happi-
nefs—is he to be furprifed if another man comesg
and laughs at him ¢ If he is the great man he
thinks himfelf, all this cannot hurt him: it ig
like throwing peas againft a rack,” He added
¢ fomething much too rough,” both as to Mr.
Hume’s head and heart, which I fupprefs,
Violence is, in my opinion, not fuitable to the
Chriftian caufe. Befides, I always lived on
good terms with Mr. Hume, though I have
frankly told him, I was not clear that it was
right in me to keep company with him. ¢ But
(fa,;d I) how much better are you than your
- €3 books |



- —

, [ 2% ]
books ! > He was cheerful, obliginig, and’in-
ftructive ;. he was charitable to the poar ;. and
many an agreeable hour have I paffed with him..
1 haye preferved fome entertaining and inte-
refting memoirs of him, particularly when he:
knew himfelf to be dying," which-1, may fome-

_time, or other communicate to the world, I

fhall not, however, extol him fo very highly as
Dr. Adam Smwith does, who fays, in_a letter to-
Mr. Straban the Printer (not a confidential
lgtter to his friend, but a letter which is pub-
lifhed * with all formality) : < Wpon the whole,
¢ I' haye always confidered him, both in his
*.life-time, and fince his death, as approaching

(11 as

® This letter, though fhattered by the fharp fhot of Ds. Horne
of Oxford’s wit, in the chara&er,of ¢ One of the People called
¢ Chriftians,” -is ftill prefixed to Mr. Hume's excellent Hif-
tory of England, like a poor invalid oa.the piquet guard, or

. like a lift of quack medicines fold by the fame bookfeller, by

whom & work of whatever nature is publifhed ; for it has no
connefion with his Hifory, let it have what it may with
what are called his Philo/spbical Works, A worthyifriend of
mine in London was lately confulted by a lady of quality, of
moft ditinguithed merit, what was the beft Hiftory of England
for ber fon to read. My fuiend recommended Hume’s. But,
upon recolle®ing that its uther was a fuperlative panegyrick
on one, who endeavoured to fap the credit of our holy reli-
gion, he repented. I am really forry for this oftentatious
alliance 3 becaufe I admire ¢ The Theory of Moral
“ Sentijuents ' and value the greateft part of ‘¢ An Inquiry
“ into the Nature and Caufes of the Wealth of Nations.™
Why fhould fuch a writer be fo forgetful of human comfort,
3 to give any countenance to that dreary infidelity which
would ¢¢ make us poor indeed } *
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' % a4 nearly to the idea of a perfeétly wife and
“ virtuous man as perhaps the nature of human
¢ frailty will permit.” Let Dr. Smith confider :
Was not Mr. Hume bleft with good- health,
- good fpirits, - good friends, a competent and
increafing fortune? And had he not alfo a
perpetua) feaft of fame? But, as a learned
- friend- had obferved to me, ¢ What trials did he
undérgo, to prove the perfeétion of his virtue?”
Did he ever experience any great inftance of
adverfity ! ”—When 1 read this fentence, deli=
vered by my old Profeffor of Moral Philofophy,
¥ could not help exclaiming with the P/aimift,
< Surcly I have now more undcrfta.ndmg than
¢ my teachers!”

While we were talking, there came a note
40 me from Dr. William Robertfon.

<« Dear Sir,

¢ I have been expecting every day to hear
« from you, of Dr. Johnfon’s arrival. Pray
+ & what-do you know about his motions? I
< Jong to take him by the hand. I write this
¢ from the college, where I have only this
® fcrap of paper. Ever your’s, - .
< Sunday. W. R.”

It pleafed me to find Dr. Robertfon thus
eager to meet Dr. Johnfon. I was glad I could
anf{wer, that he was come : and I begged Dr.
Robertfon might be with us as foon -as he
could,

| €4 Sir
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Sir William Forbes, Mr. Scott, Mr. Arbuth-
pot, and another gentleman, dined with us..
¢ Come, Dr. Johnfon, (faid I) it is commonly.
thought that our veal in Scotland is not good,
But here is fome which I bglieve you will
like.”——There was no catching him.— Fobnfon.
‘ Why, Sir, what is commonly thought, I
fhould take to be true, 20v4r veal may be
" good ; but that will only be an exception to the
general opinion ; not a proof againft it.”

Dr. Robertfon, according to the cuftom of
Edinburgh at that time, dined in the interval
between the forenoon and afternoop fervice,
which was then later than pow; fo we had not
the pleafure of his company till dinner was over,
when he came and drank wine with us. And
then began fome animated dialogue, of which

here follows a pretty full note.
We talked of Mr. Burke.—Dr. Johnfon

" faid, he had great variety of knowledge, ftore
of imagery, copioufnefs of language.— Ro-
bertfm. < He has wit t00.” — Fobnfon,  No,.
Sir; he never fucceeds there. ’Tis low; ’tis.
conceit. I ufcd to fay, Burke never once
made a gopd joke®. What I moft envy Bu;kc

or,

¢ This was one of the points upon which Dr:'Johnfon wag .
firangely heterodox.  For, furely, Mr. Burke, with his
other remarkable qualities, is alfo dxﬁxnguxﬂlcd for his wit,

an@
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for, 15, his being conftantly the fame. - He i§

mever what we call hum-drum; never. unwil-
' ‘ | ling

and for wit of all kinds too ; pot merely that power of lag~
guage which Pope chufes to denominate wit,

(T'rue wit is Nature to advantage dreft ; |
What oft was thought, but ac’er fo well expreft.)

but furprifing allufions, brilliant fallies of vivacity, and ples«
fant conceits. His {peeches in parliament are Rrewed with
them. Take, forinftance, the variety which he has given in
his wide range, yet exat detail, when exhibiting his Reform
Bill, And bis converfation abounds in wit. Let me put down
® fpecimen.——I told kim, Ibad feen, ata Blue-focking aflem
bly, a number of ladies fitting round a worthy and tall friend
of ours, litening to his literature. ¢ Aye (faid he) liks

4¢ maids round a May-pale.”~—1I tald him, I had foundouta °

perfeft definition of human natbire, as diftinguithed from the
animal. An ancient philofopher faid, Man was ¢ a twg-
Jegged animal without feathers ** -upon which his rival Sage
had a Cock plucked bare, and fet him down in the fchool be-
fore all the difciples, as & * Philofephic Man.” Dr, Franklin

faid, Man was ¢ a tool-making animal,” which is very well 3
for, no animal but man makes a thing, by means of which he

can make another thing. But this applies to very few of the
fpecies. My definition of Max is, ¢¢ a Cookirnig Animal.*
“The beafts have memory, judgement, and all the faculties and

ons of our mind, in a certain degree; but no beatt is a
cogk. The trick of the monkey ufing the cat’s paw to roat o
cheffnut, is only a piece of threwd malice in that furpifime
beflia, which humbles us fo fadly by its fimilarity to us. Man
alone can drefs a good dith ; and every man whatever is more
or Jefs a cook, in feafoning what he himfelf eats.—Your defi-
nition is good, faid Mr. Burke, and I now fee the full force
of the common proverb, ¢ There is reafon in roating of eggs.™

«—=When Mr. Wilkes, in his days of tumultuous oppofition,

gas bor’a vpon the fhoulders of the mob, Mr. Burke (as Mr.
PR . ‘ . Wilkes'

-
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ling to begin to talk, nor in ahafte to leave!
off.” — Befeell. ¢ Yet he can liften.”— Fobn-
Jom. < No; I cannot fay he is good at that. So
defirous is he to talk, that, if one is fpeaking at
this end of the table, he’ll fpeak to fomebody
at the other end. Burke, Sir, is fuch a man, -
that if you met him for the firft time in a'ftreet
where you were ftopped by a drove of oxen, and
you and he ftepped afide to take fhelter but for
five minutes, he’d talk to you in fuch a manner,
that, when you parted, you would fay, this
is an extraordinary man. Now, you may
be long enough with me, without finding any

_ thing extraordinary.” He faid, he believed

Burke was intended for the law; but either had
not money enough to follow it, or had not di-
ligence enough., He faid, he could not under-
ftand how a man could apply to one thing, and
not to another. Rébertfon faid, one man had
more judgement, another more imagination.

 — ok,

Wﬂkcs told me himfelf, with claffical admiration) applied te
him what Horace {ays of Pindar,

LRGE folutis,

Numerifque fertur

. 8ir Jothua Reynolds, who agrees with me entirely as te
Mr. Burke's fertility of wit, faid, that this was ¢¢ dignifying a
pun.”™ He alfo obferved, that he has often heard Burke fay, in
the courle of an evening, ten good things, each of which

would have ferved a noted wit (whom he named) to live upon
for a twelvementh,

°



— Jobnftn. < No, Sir; it is only one mah s
more mind than another. He may diret it.
differently ; he may, by accident, fee the fuc-
cefs of one kind of ftudy, and take a defire ta
excel init. I am perfuaded that, had Sir Ifaac
Newton applied to poetry, he would have made
a-very fine epic poem. I could as eafily apply
to law as to tragick poetry.”—Bofwell, ¢ Yet,
Sir, you did apply to tragick poetry, not to
law.”—Fobnfon. < Becaufe, Sir, I had not mo-
ney to ftudy law. Sir, the man who has vigour
may walk to the eaft, juft as well as to the weft,
if he happens to turn his head -that way.”—
Bofwell. <« But; Sir, ’tis like walking up and down
a hill ; one man will naturally do the one better
than the other. A hare will run up a hill beft,.
from her legs being fhort; a dog down,”—
Fobnfon. < Nay, Sir; that is from mechanical’
powers. If you make mind mechanical, you.
may argue in that manner. One mind is a vice,
and holds faft; there’s a good memory. ~ Ano-
ther is a file ; and he is a difputant, a contro-
verfialift. Another is a razor; and he is far- -
caftical.”’~~We talked of Whitefield. He faid,
he was at the fame college with him, and knew .
him before he began to be betier tham other
people ({miling) ; that he believed he fincerely
meant well, but had a mixture of politicks and
oftentation : whereas /#¢gfey thought of religion

5 only}'.
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only®.—Rodertfon faid, Whitefield had ﬂ:tong

natural eloquence, which, if cultivated, would

have done great things.—Fobnfon. < Why, Sir,
I take it he was at the height of what his abili-
ties could do, and was fenfible of it. He had
the ordinary advantages of education ; but he
chofe to purfue that oratory which is for the
mob.”—Bgfwell. ¢« He had great effe@ on the
paflions.”—Fobnfon. < Why, Sir ? 1 don’t think
fo. He could not reprefent a fucceffion of pa-
thetick images. He vociferated, and made an
impreflion. Tbere, again, was amind like a
hammer.”~—Dr. Johnfon now faid, a certain
eminent political friend of our’s was wrong, in
his maxim of fticking to a certain fet of men on
all occafions, “ I can fee that a man may do
right to ftick to a party ({faid he) ; that is to fay,
he is a #big, or he is a Tory, and he thinks one

of thofe parties upon the whole the beft, and
that,

. ® That cannet be faid now, sfter the flagrant part which
Mr, Jobn Wefiey took againft opr American bretheren, when,
in his own name, he threw amongft his enthufiaftick flock,
the very individual combuftibles of Dr. Jobafex’s ¢ Taxation
10 Tyranny; ** and after the intolerant fpirit which he manf.
fefted againk our fellow chriftians of the Roman Catholick
Commumon, for which that able champion, Father O'Lmry
has given him fo hearty a drubbing. But I thould think my.
felf very unworthy, if I did not at the fame time acknowledge

Mr. John Welley’s merit, as a veteran ¢ Soldier of Jefus

Chrift, ™ who has, I do believe, ¢¢ turned many from dark.
gefs )ntoihght, and from the power of Satgw to the lmns
70D,
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that, to make it prevail, it muft be generally
fupported, though; in particulars, it may be
wrong. He takes its faggot of principles,
in which there are fewer rotten fticks than in
the other, though fome rotten fticks to be fure ;
and they cannot well be feparated. But, to
bind one’s felf to one man, ar one fet of men,
(whomay be right to-day and wrong to-morrow)

without any general preference of fyftem, I
mult difapprove*,”

He

/

® If due attention were paid to this obfervation, there would
be more virtue, even in politicks. What Dr. Johnfon juftly
condemned, has, I am forry to fay, greatly increafed in the
prefent reign. At the diftance of. four years from this con-
verfation, 21ft February 777, My Lord Archbifhop of York,
in his ¢¢ fermon before the Society for the Propagation of the
¢¢ Gofpel in Foreign Parts,” thus indignantly defcribes the

then ftate of parties:
¢¢ Parties once had a principle belonging to them, abfurd

«¢ perhaps, and indefenfible, but fill carrying a notion of
¢ duty, by which honeft minds might eafily be caught,
¢« But they are now combinations of individuals, who, in
¢¢ fead of being the fons and fervants of the community,
¢¢ make a league for advancing their private interefis. It is
¢¢ their bufinefs to hold high the notion of political bonour. I
¢ believe and truft, it is not injurious to fay, that fuch a bond
¢ is no better than that by which the loweft and wickedeft .
¢t combinations are held together ; and that it denotes the laft
s¢ ftage of political depravity,” °
To find a thought, which juft fhewed itfelf to us from the
mind of Jobnfon, thus appearing again at fuch a diftance of
time, and without any communication between them, enlarged
to full growth in the mind of Markbam, is a curious obje& of
philofophical contemplation.—"That two fuch great and lumi-
nous

[ 4
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He told us of Cooke, who tranflated Hefiod,
and lived twenty years on a tranflation of
Plautus, for which he was always taking fub-
feriptions; and that he prefented Foote to a
Club, in the following fingular . manner:
¢« This is the nephew of the gentleman who
was lately hung in chains for murdering his
brother.”

In the evening I introduced to Mr. Johnfon®
two good friends of mine, Mr. William
Nairne, Advocate, and Mr. Hamilton of Sun-
drum, my neighbour in the country, both of
whom fupped with us. I have preferved no-
thing of what paffed, except that Dr. Johnfon

~ difplayed

»ous minds thould have been fo dark in one cornery—that they
fould have held it to be ¢ wicked Rebellion*’ in the Britith
fubje@s eftablithed in America, to refift the abjeét condition
of holdimsg all their property at the mercy of Britith fubjeis
remaining at home, while their allegiance to our common
Lord the King was to be preferved inviolate,~is a ftriking
proof to me, either that ¢ He who fitteth in Heaven,"” fcorns
the loftinefs of human pride,—or that the evil fpirit, whofe
perfonal exiftence I firongly believe, and even in this age am
confirmed in that belief by a Fell, nay, by a Hurd, has more
power than fome choofe to allow.

® It may be obferved, that I fometimes call my great
friend, Mr. Johnfon, fometimes Dr. Johnfon; though he had
at this time a doftor’s degree from Trinity College, Dublin,
The Univerfity of Oxford afterwards conferred it upon him by
a diploma, in very honourable terms. It was fome time be-
fore I could bring myfelf to call him Do&or; but, as he has
been long known by that title, I thall give it to bim in the
ref of this Journal,
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difplayed another of his heterodox 0p1mons-—-a
contempt of tragick aéting. He faid, *“the
a&ion of all players in tragedy is bad. -It
fhould be a man’s ftudy to reprefs thofe figns
of emotion and paffion, as they are called.” He
was of a dire& contrary opinion to that of
Fielding, in his Tom Jomes, who makes Pariridge
fay, of Garrick,  why I could a& as well as
« he myfelf. I am fure, if I had feen a ghoft,
« I fhould have looked in the very fame man-
¢ ner, ‘and done juft as he did.” For, when
I afked him, ¢ Would not you, Sir, ftart
as Mr. Garrick does, if you  faw a ghoft?”

He anfwered, * I hope not. If I did, I fhould
¢ frighten the ghoft.”

Monday, 16¢b Azlgaﬂ :
Dr William Robertfon came to breakfaft.

We talked of Ogder on Prayer.” Dr. Johnfon
faid, ¢« ‘The fame arguments which are ufed
againft Gop’s hearing prayer, will ferve againft
his rewarding good, and punifhing evil. He
has refolved, he has declared, in the former
cafe as in the latter.” He had laft night looked
into Lord Hailes’s < Remarks on the Hiftory of
¢ Scotland.” Dr. Robertfon and I faid, it was
a pity Lord Hailes did not write greater things.
His lordfhip had not then publithed his ¢ An-
nals of Scotland.” — Fobnfon. <« 1 remember
¥ was once on a vifit at the houfe of a lady for

- whom
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whom I had a high refpet. There was a gdbd
deal of company in the room. Wlicn they wera
gone, I faid to this lady, ¢ What fooliih, talke
ing have we "had ! ’—<¢ Yes, (fald fhe) but
while they talked, vou faid nothing:”—¢ I was.
ftruck with the rcproof How much better- is
the man who does any thing that is innocent,
than he who does nothing:. Befides; 1 love
anecdotes. I fancy mankind may come, - in
time, to write all aphoniftically, except in nar-
rative ; grow weary of preparation, and con-
neétion, and illuftration, and.all thofe arts by
which a big book is made.—If a2 man is to wait
till he weaves anecdotes into a fyftem, we may
be long in getting them, and get but few, in
comparifon of what we might get.”

Dr. Robertfon faid, the notions of Eupbam
Macallau, a fanatick woman, of whom Lord
Hailes gives a fketch, were ftill prevalent a«
mong fomc of the Prefbyterians; and therefore
it was right in Lord Hailes, a man of known
piety, to undeceive them. |

We walked out, that Dr. Johnfon might fee .
fome of the things which we have to fhew at
Edinburgh. We went to the Parlioment Houfe;
where the Parliament of Scotland fat, and
where the Ordinary Lords of Seflion hold their
courts ; and to the New Se¢ffion Houfe adjoining
to it, where our Court of Fifiteen (the fourteen

Ordinaries,” with the Lord Prefident at_theit
head)
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head) fit as 4 Court of Review. We went to
the Advocares Lzbrary, of which Pr. Johnfon
took a curfory view, and ther to what is called
the Laigh (or under) Parliament Houfe, where
the récords of Scotland; which hds an univerfal
fecurity by regifter, aredepofited, till thegreat
Regifter Office be finithed: I loved to behold
Dr. Samuel Johnfon rolling about in this old
magazine of antiquitiés. There was, by this
time, a pretty numerous circle of us attending
upon him. Somebody talked of happy moments
for cbmpoﬁtion ; and how 2 man can write at
one time, and not at another.—¢ Nay (faid
Dr. Johnfon) a2 man may write at any time, if
he will fet himfelf doggedly-to it.”

I here began to indulge old Scottifh fenti-
ments, and to ‘exprefs a warm regret; that, by
our Union with England; we were no more j—
our independent kingdom was loft.— Fobnfon.
“ Sir, never talk of your independency, who
could let your Queeni remain twenty years in
captivity, and then be put to death, without
even apretence of juftice, without your ever at-
tempting to refcue her ; and fuch g Queen too!
as cvery man of any gallantry of fpirit would
have facrificed his life fot.”— Worthy My,
Fames Kerr,” Keeper of the Records. * Half our
nation was bribed by Engli/b money.”— Fobn-
Sfon, € Sir, that is no defencé.” That makes
you worfe.”-—-Good Mr. Brown, Keeper of the

D Advecates
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Advocates Library. * We had better fay nothing
. about it.”——Bofwell. « You would have been
glad, however, to have had us laft war, Sir, to
fight your battles!”—Fobnfon. * We fhould
have had you for the fame price, though there
had been no union, as we might have had Swifs,
or other troops. No, no, I fhall agree to a fe-
paration. You have only to go beme.”—Juft
as he had faid this, I, to divert the fubjeét,
fhewed him the figned affurances of the three
fucceffive Kings of the Hanover family, to
maintain the Prefbyterian eftablifhment in
Scotland.—¢ We’ll give you that into the bar-
gain,” faid he. .

- We next went to the great church of St.
Giles, which has loft its original magnificence
in the infide,. by being divided into four places
of Prefbyrerian worfhip. ¢ Come (faid Dr.
Johnfon jocularly to Principal Robertfon*) let
me fee, what was once a church!” We entered
that divifion which was formerly called the New
Church,. and of late the High Church, fo well
known by the eloquence of Dr. Hugh Blasr. It
is now very elegantly fitted up; but it was then

- thamefully

* I have hitherto called him Dr, William Robertfon, to
ditinguwith him from Dr. James Robertfon, who is foon to
make his appearance. But Principal, from his being the head
of our college, is his ufual defignation, and is fhorter; f6 X .
fhall ufe it in time coming,
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fhamefully dirty.  Dr. Johnfon faid nothing at
the time; but when we came tq the great: .door
of the Royal Infirmary, where, upan a board,
was this infcription, ¢ Clean your feef'!” he
turned about [lyly, and faid, ¢ There is no oc-
cafion for :putting this at the doors:of your
churches !”

We then condu&ed him down the Poft-houfe
ftairs, Parliament-clofe, and made him look up
from the Cow-gate to the higheft: building in

'Edinburgh (from which he had juft defcended)

being thirteen floors or ftories from the ground
upon the back elevation ; the front wall being
built upon the edge of the hill, and the back wall
rifing from the bottom of the hill feveral ftories
before it comes to a level with the front wall.

We proceeded to the College, with the Princi-
pal at our head. Dr. Adam Ferguffon, whofe
« Effay on the Hiftory of civil Society,” gives
him a refpe@able place in the ranks of litera~
ture, was with us. As the College buildings.
are indeed very mean, the Principal faid to
Dr. Johnfon, that he muft give them the fame
epithet that a Jefuic did when thewing a poor
college abroad: < be miferie noftre”’ Dr.
Johnfon was, however, much pleafed with the

_library, and with the converfation of Dr. James

Robertfon, Profeffor of Oriental Languages,
the Librarian. We talked of Kemmicor's Tran-
flation of the Bible, and hoped it would be

D2 quite
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quite- faithful.—5obnfon. « Sir, I know net
any crime fo great that a man could contrive
to commit, as poifoning the fources of cternal
truth,” -

I pointed out to him where there formerly
-ftood an old wall enelofing part of the college,
which I remember bulged out in a threatening
tnanner, and of which there was a ¢ommon
faying, as of Bacon’s Study at Oxford, that it
would fall upon the moft learned man. 1t had
fome time . before this been taken down, that
the ftreét might be widened,. and a more cong
ventent wall built.  Mr. Johnfon, glad of am
opportunity to have a pleafant hit at Scottith
learning, faid, ¢ they have been afraid it never
would fall.”

We fhewed him the Royal Inﬁrmary, for
which, and for every other exertion of generous
publick fpirit in his power, that neble-minded
citizen of Edinburgh, Gesrge Drummond,
will be ever held in henourable remembrance.
And we were too prond net to carry him to
the Abbey of Holyrood-boufe, that begutiful
piece of arehitecture, but, alas! that deferted
manfion of royalty, which Hamilton of Bangour,
in one of his elegant poems, calls

¢ A virtoous palace, where no momreh dwells.””

I was much entertained while Principal
~ Robertfon fluently harangucd to Dr, Johnfon,
' upoR
5
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upon the fpot, concerning fcenes of his cele-
brated Hiftory of Scotland. We furveyed that
part of the palace appropriated to the Duke of
Hamilton, as Keeper, in which our beautiful
Queen Mary lived, and in which David Rizzio
was murdered ; and alfo the State Rooms. Dr.
Johnfon was a gréat reciter of all forts of things
ferious or comical. I over heard him repeat-
ing here, in a kind of muttering tone, a line of

the old ballad, Fobnny Armfirong’s Laf Good-
Night ; |
¢ And ran him through the fair body!*”

I fuppofe his thinking of the ftabbing of Rizzie
had brought this into his mind, by aflociation

of ideas.
We returned to my houfe, whcrc there met

him, at dinner, the Duchefs of Douglas, Sir
Adolphus Oughton, Lord Chief Baron, Sir Wil-
liam Forbes, Principal Robertfon, Mr. Cullen,
advocate. Before dinner, he told us of a cu-
rious converfation between the ‘famous Gesrge
Fauliner and him, George faid that England
had drained Ireland of fifty thoufand pounds in
fpecie, annually, for fifty years. ¢ How fo,

D3 - Sir {

® The ftanza from which he took this line is,

¢ But then rofe up all Edinburgh,
¢ They rofe up by thoufands three 3
¢ A cowardly Scat came John behind,
# And ran him through the fair bedy ! %
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Sir! (faid-Dr. Johnfon) you muft have a very
great trade?” ¢ No trade.” — ¢ Very..rich
mines ?? << No mines.” «= ¢ From. whence,
then, does all this money. come ?” $¢ Come !
why out of the: blood and bowels of the. poor
people of Ireland !

. He feemed to me to have an unaccountable
prejudice againft Swifts for. I once took the
liberty w afk him, “if Swift had perfonally of-
fended him, and he told me, he had not. He
faid to-day, ¢ Swift is clear, but he is fhallow.
In coarfe humour, he is inferiour to Arbuthnot ;
in delicate humour, he is inferiour vo Addifon :
So he'1d inferiour to his contemporarics; without
putting-him againft the whole world. I doubt
if the ¢ Tale of a Tub” was his; it has fo much
more thinking, more knowledge, more power,
more -¢olour, than any of the works which are
indifputably his. If it was his, I fhall only
fay, He' was impar fibi.”

'Wé gave him as good a dinner as we could.
Our Stots muir-fowl; or growfe, were then
" abunlant, "and quite in feafor; and, fo far as
wifdothy' and wit ‘can be aided by adminifteting
agreéable fénfations'to the palate, my wife took
care ‘that our great gueft (hould not be defi-
¢ient.

Sir Adolphus Oughton, then our Deputy.
Commander in Chief, who was not only an ex-
ccllcnt officer; but one of the moft univerfal

fcholars
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fcholars I ever knew, had learnt the Erfe lan-
guage, and exprefled his belief in the authenti-
city of Offian’s Poetry. Dr. Johnfon took the
oppofite fide of that perplexed queftion; and I
was afraid the difpute would have run high
between them. But Sir Adolphus, who had 2.
charming fweet temper, changed the difcourfe,
grew playful, laughed at Lord Monboddo’s no-
tion of men having -tails, and called him a
Judge & pofieriori, which amufed Dr. Johnfon ;
and thus hoftilities were prevented.

At fupper we had Dr. Cullen, his fon the ad-
vocate, Dr. Adam Ferguflfon, Mr. Crofbie, ad-
vocate. Witchcraft was introduced. Crofbie
faid, he thought it the greateft blafphemy to
fuppofe evil fpirits gounterating the Deity,
and raifing ftorms, for inftance, to deftroy his
creatures.— Jobafon. < Why, Sir, if moral evil
be confiftent with the government of the Deity,
why may not phyfical eyil be alfo confiftent
with it ? Itis not more ftrange that there thould
be evil {pirits, than evil men; evil unembodied
{pirits, than evil embodied fpirits. And as to
ftorms, we know there are fuch things; and it
is no worfe that evil {pirits raife them, than
that they rife.”—Cro/bie. « But it is not cre-
dible, that fuch ftories as we are told of witches
have happened.”™—Fobnfon. < Sir, I am not de~
fending their credibility. I am only faying,
ghat your arguments are not good, and will not

Dg overturn
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overturn the belief of witchcraft. -(Dr Fer-.

guffon faid to me, afide, « He is right.”)—
And then, Sir, you | have all'mankind, rude and
civilifed, agreeing in thé belief of the agency
of pretcmatural powers. You muft take evi-
dcnce you muft confider, that wife and great
men have condcmncd wnchcs to die.’—
Crofbie.  But an 3 of parhamcnt put an end
' to witchcraft.”---Fobnfon. <« No, Sir! witch-
craft had ceafed ; and therefore an at of par-
liament was paffed to prevent perfecution for
what was not witchcraft. Why it ceafed, we
cannot tell, as we cannot tell the reafon of many
other things.”—Dr. Cullen, to keep up the gra-
tification of myfterious difquifition, with the
grave addrefs for which he is remarkable in his
companionable as in his profeflional hours,
talked, in a very entertaining manner, of people
walking and converfing in their fleep. [ am
very forry I have no pote of this.” We talked
of the Quran-Outang, and of Lord Monboddo’s
thinking that he might be taught to fpeak.
'Dr. Johnfon_ treated this with ridicule. Mr.
Crofbie {aid, that Lord Monboddo believed the
exiftence of every thing poffible ; in fhort,
that all which is in pofé might be found in ejfe.
~—Fobnfon. < But, Sir, it is as poffible that the
Quran-Outang does not {peak, as that he fpeaks,
However, I fhall not conteft the point. I
fhould have thought it not poffible to find a

Monboddo,
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Menboddo; yet be exifts.”—1I again mentioned

the ftage. — Fobnfon. < The appearance of a

Player, with whom I have drank tea, counter- °
als the imagingtion that he is the charafter he

reprefents. Nay, you know nobody imagines
that he is the character he reprefents. They
fay, ¢ See Garrick! how he looks to-night |
¢ See how he’ll clutch the dagger!® That 13
the buz of the theatrc » :

T; uefday v7th Augufh.

Sir Willlam Forbes came to breakfaft, and

brought with him Dr. Blacklock, whom he in-
troduced to Dr. Johnfon, who received him
with a moﬁ humane complacency, ¢ Dear Dr.
Blacklock, Iam glad to fee you | ”—Blacklock
feemed to be mpch furprized, when Dr. John-
fon faid, ° it was eafier to him to write poetry
than to compofe his Dictiopary. His mind was
lefs on the ftretch in doing the one than the
other. Befides, compofing a Ditionary re-
quires books and a defk. You can make 2
poem walkmg in the fields, or lymg in bed.”—
Dr. Blacklock {poke of fcepticifm in morals and
religion, with apparent uneafinefs, as if he
wifhed for more certainty. Dr. fobnfon, who had
thought it all over, apd whofe vigorous under-
ftanding was fortified by much experience, thus
encouraged the blind Bard to apply to highcr
{geculatlons, what we all willingly fubmit to in
COMIMOR
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common life. In fhort, he gave him more fa-
miliarly the able and fair reafoning of Butler’s
Analogy : ¢ Why, Sir, the greateft concern we
have in this world, the choice of our profeffion,
muft be determined without demonftrative
reafoning, Human life is not yet fo well
known, as that we can have it, And takethe
cafe of a man who is ill, I call two phyficians ;
they differ in opinion. I am not to lye dow‘n,
and die between them: I muft do fomething.”

—The convcrfatlon then turned on Atheifm; 3
on that horrible book Syféme de la Nature; and
on the fuppofition of an eternal neceflity, with-
out defign, without a governing mind.—obn-
Son. < If it were {o, why has ‘it ceafed ? Why
don’t we fee men thus produced around us now?

Why, at leaft, does it not keep pidce, in fome ‘
meafure, with the progrefs of time? If it ftops

“becaufe there is now no need of it, then it is

plain there is, and ever has been; an all-power-
fulintelligence. ‘Butftay! (faid he, with one of
his fatyrick laughs)e Ha! ha! ha! 1 fhall
fuppofe Scotchmen made neceflarily, and En-
glithmen by choice.”

At dinner this day, we had Sir Alcxander
Dick, whofe amiable charaéter, and ingenious
and cultivated mind, is fo generally known
(he was then on the verge of feventy, and is
now cighty-one, with his faculties entire, his

heart warm, and his temper gay) s Sir David
Dalrymple
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Palrymple Lord Hailes; Mr., Maclaurin,
advocate ; Dr. Gregory, who now worthily fills
his father’s medical chair; and my uncle, Dr.
Bofwell. This was one of Dr. Johnfon’s beft
days. He was quite in his element, All was
literature and tafte, without any irterruption,
Lord Hailes, wha is one of the beft philologifts '
in Great-Britain, who has written papers in the
World, and a variety of other works in profs
and in verfe, both Latin and Englith, pleafed
him highly.: He told him, he had difcovered
the Life of Cheynel, in the Student, to be his, ~=
Fobnfon. ¥ No one elfe knows it.*—Dr, Johnfon
had, before this, dictated to me a law-paper,
upon a queftion purely in the law of Scotland,
concerning wvicious intromiffion, that is to fay, in-
termeddling with the effects of adeceafed perfon,
without a regular title, which formerly was
underftood to fubje&t the intermeddler in pay-
ment of all the defuné’s debts. The principle
has of late been relaxed. Dr. Johnfon’s argu-
ment was, for a renewal of its firi¢tnefs, The
paper was printed, with additions by me, and
given into the Court of Seffion. L.ord Hailes
knew Dr. Johnfon’s part not to be mine, and
pointed out exactly where it began, and where
it ended. Dr. Johnfon faid, ¢ It is much, now,
that 1his lordthip can diftinguifh {o.”

In
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In Dr. Johsfon’s * Vanity of Human Wifbes,
there is the following paffage :
“¢¢ The tcéminé mother, anxious for her race,
* %« Begs, for each birth, the fortune of a face:

" ¢ Yet Vane could tell, what ills from Beanty {pring ;
. *¢ And Sriffey curfed the charms which pleafed a king.’’

- Lord Hailes told him he was miftaken, in
the inftances he had given of unfortunate fair
ones ; for neither Vane nor Sedley had a title ta
that defcription. His lordthip has fince been
{o obliging as to fend me 2 note of this, for the
communication of which I am fure my readers
will thank me.
¢ The lines in the tenth Satu'c of Juvenal,

€ acco;dmg to my alteration, fhould have run
¥ thus ; |

€ Yet Shore® could tell.”
‘¢ And Faliere t curfed,’?

¢ The firft 'was a penitent by compulfipn, the

¢ fecond by fentiment; though the truth is,

¢« Mademoifellede la Valiere threw herfelf (but
f¢ ftill from fentiment) in the King’s way.

¢¢ Qur friend chofe Vane; who was far from

¢ being well-looked; and Sedley, who was fo

¢ ugly, thac Charles I1. faid his brother had her

§ by way of penance,”

. Mr,

@ Miftrefs of Edward IV, + Miftrefs of Louis XIV,
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Mr. Maclaurin’s learning and talents enabled
him to do his part very well in Dr. Johnfon’s
company. He produced two epitaphs upon his
father, the celebrated mathematician. One 1n
Englifh, of which Dr. Johnfon did not change
one word. In the other, which was in Latin,
he made feveral alterations. In place of the
very words of Virgil, « Ubi luflus et pavor et
plurima mortis imago,” he wrote < Ubi luflus
regnant et pavor.” He introduced the word
prorfus into the line € Mortalibus prorfus now
abfit folatium ;” and after < Hujus enim fripta
evolve, he added, ¢ Mentemque tantarum rerum
capacem corpori caduco fuperflitem crede ; which
#s guite applicable to Dr. Johnfon himf{elf.

Mr. Murray, advocate, who married a niece
of Lord Mansfield’s, and is now one of the
Judges of Scotland, by the title of Lord Hex--
derland, fat with us a part of the evening; but
did not venture to fay any thing, thatI re-
member, which he certainly might have done,
had not an over anxiety prevented him.

At fupper we had Dr. Alexander Webdter,
who, though not learned, had fuch a know-
Jedge of mankind, fuch a fund of information
and entertainment, fo clear a head and fuch ac-
commodating manners, that- Dr. Johnfon
found him a very agreeable companion.

When Dr. Johnfon and I were left by our-
fclves, I read to him my notes of the Opinions

I of
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of our Judges upon the Queftion of Literaty
Property. He did not like them; and faid,
« they. make me think of your Judges not with
that refpeét which I thould with to do.” To
the argument of one of them, that there can be
no property in blafphemy or nonfenfe, he an-
fwered, ¢ then your rotten fheep are mine! —
By that rule, when 2 man’s houfe falls into de-
cay, he muft lofe it.”—I mentioned an argu-
ment of mine, that literary performances are
- nottaxed. As Churchill {ays,

¢ No ftatefman yet has thought it worth his pains
¢ To tax our labours, or excife our brains.”

and thereforé they are not property.---¢¢ Yet,
(faid he) we hang a man for ftealing a horfe,
and, horfes are not taxed.”—MTr. Pitt has fince
put an end to that argument.

Wednefday, 18tb Auguft.

On this day we fet out from Edinburgh.
We fhould gladly have had Mr. Scott to go
with us; but he was obliged to return to En-
gland.—I have given a fketch of Dr. Johnfon.
My readers may with to know a little of his
fellow-traveller. Think, then, of a gentleman
of ancient blood, the pride of which was his
predominant paflion. He was then in his
thirty-third year, and had been abeut four
years happily married. His inclination was to

5 be



[ #1
bc aSoldier ; but his father, a refpe@able Judge,
had prefled him into the profeffion of the law.
He had travelled 2 good deal, and feen many
varieties of human life. He had thought more
than any body fuppofed, and had a pretty good
ftock of general learning and knowledge. He
had all Dr. Johnfon’s principles, with fome de-
gree of relaxation. He had rather too little,
than too much prudence ; and, his ignagination
being lively, he often faid things of which the
cffet was very different from the intention,
He refembled fometimes

“¢ The beft good man, with the worlt-nator’d mufe.”®

He cannot deny himfelf the vanity of finithing
with the encomium of Dr. Johnfon, whofe
friendly partiality to the companion of his Tour,
reprefents him as on¢ ¢ whofe acutenefs would
help my inquiry, and whofe gaiety of conver-
fation, and civility of manners, are fufficient
to counteract the inconveniencies of travel, in
countries lefs hofpitable than we have paffed.”

Dr. Johnfon thought it unneceffary to put
himl(elf to the additional expence of bringing
with him Francis Barber, his faithful black fer-
vant; {o we were attended only by my man,
Jofeph Ritter, a Bohemian; a fine ftately fellow
above fix feet high, who had been over a great
part of Europe, and fpoke many languagcs.-
He was the beft fervant I ever faw in my life.

Let
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Let not my readers difdain his introduion {
For Dr. Johnfon gave him this charalters
« Sir, he is a civil man, and a wife man.”
- From an erroneous apprehenfion of violence,
Dr. Johnfon had provided a pair of piftols, fome
gunpowder, and a quantity of bullets. But
upon being aflured we fhould run no rifk of
meeting any robbers, he left his arms and
ammunition inan opendrawer, of which he gave
my wife the charge. He alfo left in that drawer
one volume of a pretty full and curious Diary of
his Life, of which I have a few fragments; but
the book has been deftroyed. .I wifh female
curiofity had been ftrong enough to have had it
all tranfcribed, which might eafily have been
done; andI fhould think the theft, being pro
bono publico, might have been forgiven.” But I
may be wrong. My wife told me fhe never
once looked into it.—She did not feem quite
eafly when we left her. But away wé went !
Mr. Nairne, advocate, was tb go with us a$
far as St. Andrews. It gives me pleafure that,
by mentioning his name, I conneét his title to
the juft and handfome compliment paid him by
Dr. Johnfon, in his book : ¢¢ A gentleman who
could ftay with us only long enough to make
us know how much we loft by his leaving us.”
When we came to Leith, I talked with perhaps
too boafting an air, how pretty the Frith of
Forth looked; as indeed, after the profpect.
from
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from Conftantinople, of which I have been told,
and that from Naples, which I have feen, I be-
lieve the view of that Frith and its environs,
from the Caftle-hill of Edinburgh, is the fineft
profpett in Europe. ¢ Aye (faid Mr. Johnfon)
that is the ftate of the world. Water is the fame
every where.”

Una eft injufti ccerula forma maris.®

I told him the port here was the mouth of
the river or water of Leith. <€ Not Lethe, ” faid
Mr. Nairne.— Why, Sir (faid Dr. Johnfon)
when a Scotfman ‘{ets out from this port for
England, he forgets his native country.”’—
Nairne. < I hope, Sir, you fhall forget England
here.””— Fobnfon. < Then ’twill "be ftill more
Letbe.’—He obferved of the Pier or Quay,
«“ you have no occafion for fo large a ones
your trade does not require it: But you are
like a fhopkeeper who takes a fhop, not only
for what he has to put into it, but that it may
be believed he has a great deal to put-into
it,” It is very true, thatthere is now, com-
paratively, little trade upon the eaftern coaft of
Scotland. “The riches of Glafgow fthew how
much there is in the weft ; and perhaps we fhall
find trade travel weftwards, on a great fcale, as
well as a fmall.

* Ovid. Epift.

E We
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“We tatked of 2 man’s drowning himfelf .=
Yobnfon. < 1 thould never think it time to make
away with myfelf.”—I put the cafe of Enface
Budgel, who was accufed of forging a bill, and -
funk himfelf in the Thames, before the trial of
its authenticity came on. ¢ Suppofe, Sir,
(faid I) that a man is abfolutely fure, that, if
he lives a few days longer, he fhall be deteted
in a fraud, the confequence of which will be
utter difgrace and expulfion from focxcty -
Fobnfon. «¢ Then, Sir, let him go abroad to
a diftant country; let him go to fome place
where he is oz known. Don’t let him go to
the devil where he s known!”

He then faid, « I fee a number of people
bare footed here. 1 fuppofe you all went fo
before the Union. . Bofwell, your anceftors
went {0, when they had as much land as your
family has now. Yet Auchinleck is the Fieid of
Stemes. ‘There would be bad going bare footed
there. The Lairds however did it.” I bought
fome fpeldings, filh (generally whltmgs) falted
and dried in a particular manner, being dipped
in the fea and dried in the fun, and eat by the
Scots by way of a relith. He had never feen
them, though they are fold in Loadon. I ine
fiked on foottiying ® his palate; But ke wag

. very

® My friend, General C-:pbell Governour of Madras,
%ells me, that they make fpeldings in the Eaft-Indies, particw-
Sarly at Bombay, where they cali them Bombalerr,
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verj relu@®ant.  ‘With dificulty I prevailed with
~ im to let a bit of one of thofe feldings ch in his
mouth. He did not like it.

In croffing the Frith, Df. jobnfén deter-
tnined that we fhould land upon Inch Keith.
On approathihg it, we firft obferved a high
rocky fhore. We coafted about, aiid putinto
a little bay on the North-weft. We claribered
up a very fteep aftent, ori which was very good
grafs, but rather a profufion of thiftles. There
were fixteen hedd of black cattle grazing upon
the ifland. Lord Hailes obferved to e, that
Braniome calls it L'ifle des Chewtdux, 4nd that it |
was ptobably ¢ a f4fer ftable” than many others
in his time. The fort, with ah Infeription on
it, Maria Re 1564, is ftrongly buile. Dr.
Johnfon examined it with much attention. He
ftalked like a giant among the luxuriant thiftles
and nettles. There are three wells in the
ifland; but we could not find ane ja the fort.
There muft probably have been dne;, thoogh
now filled up, as a gdrrifon tould nbt fubfift
without it. But I have dwelt too long on this
little fpot. Dr. Johnfon aftérwards bid me try
to write a defcription of our difcovering Inch
Keith, in the ufual ftyle of travellers, de<
fcribing fully every particular; liow we con-
cluded that it muft havé énce been inhabited,
and introducing many fage réfle&tions ;. and we
fhould fee how a thing might be covered in

- Ea words,
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words, -fo as to induce people to.come and fee
it. All that was faid might be true, and yet

in reality there might be nothing to fee. He

faid, ¢ I'd have this ifland. . I'd build a houfe,
make a good landmg-placc, have a garden,
and vines, and all forts of trees. A rich man,
of a hofpitable turn, here¢, would have many
vifitors from Edinburgh.” When we had got
into our boat again, he called to me, « Come,
now, pay a claﬁical compliment to the ifland
on quitting it.” 1 happened luckily, in allu-
fion to the beautiful Queen Mary, whofe name
is upon the fort, to think of what Virgil makes

Aneas fay, on leaving the country of his

charming Dido.

_Invitus regina tuo de littore cefli.

« Very well hit off! ” faid he. - '
We dined at Kinghorn, and then got into a
poft-chaife. Mr. Nairne and his fervant, and
Jofeph, rode:by us. We ftopped at Cupar,
and drank tea. 'We talked of parliament; and
I faid, I fuppofed very few of the members

knew much of what was going on, as indeed.

very few gentlemen know much of their own
private affairs.—Jobnfon. < Why, Sir, if a man
is not of 2 fluggifh mind, he may be his own
fteward. If he will look into his affairs, he

will foon learn. So itis as to publick affairs.

« . There

£
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There muft always be a certain number of men
of bufinefs in parliament.”—Bgfwell. < But
confider, fir, what is the Houfe of Commons ?
Is not a great proportion of it chofen by Peers 2
Do you think, fir, they ought to have fuch an
influence ? ”—Jobnfon. < Yes, fir. Influence
muft ever be in proportion to property; and
it is right it thould.”—Bgfwell. < But is there
not reafon to fear that the common people may
be opprefled ? ’—Fobnfon. ¢ No, fir. Our
great fear is from want of power in government.
Such a ftorm of vulgar force has broke in,”"—
Bofwell. < It has only roared.”—5obnfon. ¢ Sir,
it has roared, till the Judges in Weftminfter-
Hall have been afraid to pronounce fentence in
oppofition to the popular cry. You are fright-
ened by what is no longer dangerous, like
Prefbyterians by Popery.”—He then repeated a
paflage, I think, in Butler’s Remains, which
ends, ¢ and would cry, Fire! Fire! in
Noah’s flood*.”

We

® The paflage quoted by Dr. Johnfon isin the Glarader of
the Affembly-man, Butler's Remains, p. 233, edit. 1754.—¢¢ He
preaches, indeed, both in feafon and out of feafon ; for he
rails at Popery, when the land is almoft loft in Prefbytery; and
would cry Fire! Fire! in Noah's flood.”

There is reafon to believe that this piece was not written by
Butler, but by S8ir John Birkenhead ; for Wood, in his
Athene Oxonienfes, Vol. 11, p. 640, enumerates it among that
gentleman®s works, and gives the following account of it

¢ The Affembly-man (or the chara&ter of an Affembly-man)
written 1647, Lond. 1662-3, in three theets in qu. The copy
of it was taken from the author by thofe who faid they could

E 3 not
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We had a dreary drive, in a dufky night, to
St. Andrew’s, where we arrived late. Weg
found a good fupper at Glafs’s inn, and Dr,
Johnfon revived agreeably. He faid, the col-
lection called ¢ The Mufes’ Welcome to King
James,” (firft of England, and fixth of Scotland,)
on his return to his native kingdom, fhewed
that there was then abundance of learning in
Scotland ; and that the conceits in that collec-
tion, with which people find fault, were mere
mode. He faid, we could not now entertain 3
foy#eign fo; that Buchanan had fpread the
{pit of learning amongft us, but we had loft
mdurmg the civil wars. He did not allow the
Liatin poetry of Pitcairne fo much merit, as
kas been ufually attributed to it; though he

©wned that one of his pieces which he men- .

tioned, but which I am forry is not fpecified
In my notes, was ¢ very well.” It is not im-
probable that it was the poem which Prior has

fo elegantly tranflated.
After fupper, we made a proceffion to Saint
Letnard’s College, the landlord walking before~
us

not rob, becaufe all was thcirs; fo exciled what they liked -
not ; and fo mangled and reformed it, that it was no charaéter
of*an Affembly, but of themfelves. At length, after it had
flept feveral years, the author publifhed it, to avoid falfe copies.
It is alfo reprinted in a book entit. Wit and Loyalty revived, in
a colle&ion of fome fmart {atyrs in verfe and profe on the late
times. Lond. 1683, qu. faid to be written by Abr. Cowley,
Sir John Birkenhead, and Hudibras, alias Sam. Butler”—Fog
this information I am indebted to Mr. Reed, of Staple Inn,

I
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os with a candle, and the waiter with a lantern.
That college had fome time before been dif-
folved; and Dr. Watfon, a profeflor here, (the
hiftorian of Philip 1I.) had purchafed the
ground, and what buildings remained. When
we entered his court, it feemed quite academi-
cal; and we found in his houfe very comfort-

able and genteel accommodation *.

Thurfday, 19tb Auguft.

‘We rofe much refrethed. I had with me a
map of Scotland, a Bible, which was given &?&
by Lord Mountftuart when we were togéther
in Italy, and Ogden’s Sermons on Prayer,
Mr. Nairne introduced us to Dr. Watfon,
whom we found a well-informed man, of very |
amiable manners. Dr. Johnfon, after they
were acquainted, faid, «“ I take great delight
in him.”—-His daughter, a very pleafing young
lady, made breakfaft. Dr. Watfon obferved,
that Glafgow Univerfity had fewer home ftu-
dents, fince trade increafed, as learning was
rather incompatible with it.—7obnfon. < Why,
fir, as trade is now carried on by fubordinate
hands, men in trade have as much leifure ag
others; and now learning itfelf is a trade. A
man goes to a bookfeller, and gets what he
can. We have done with patronage. In the
infancy of learning, we find fome great man

praifed for it, This diffyfed it among others.
E 4 - When .

® My Journal, from this day inclufive, was read by Dr. Johnfon,
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When it becomes general, an authour leaves
the great, and applies to the multitude.”—
Bofwell. < It is a fhame that authours are not
now better patronized.”—5Fobnfon. < No, fir.
If learning cannot fupport a man, if he muft
fit with his hands acrofs till fomebody feeds
him, it is as to him a bad thing, and it is
better as it is. With patronage; what flattery !
what falfehood ! While a man is in equilibrio,
he throws truth among the multitude, and
lets them take it as they pleafe: in patronage,
he muft fay what pleafes his patron, and itis an
equal chance whether that be truth or falfe-
hood.”—Watfon. << But is not the cafe now,
that, inftead of flattering one perfon, we flatter
the age?”—Fobnfon. < No, fir. The world al-
ways lets a man tell what he thinks, his own
way. I wonder however, that fo many people
have written, who might have let it alone.
That people fhould endeavour to excel in con-
verfation, I do not wonder; becaufe in conver-
fation praife is inftantly reverberated.”

We talked of change of manners. Dr, John-
fon obferved, that our drinking lefs than our
anceftors was owing to the change from ale to
wine. % I remember (faid he) when all the
decent people in Lichfield got drunk every night,
and were not the worfe thought of. "Ale was
cheap, fo you prefled ftrongly. When a man
muft bring a bottle of wine, he is not in fuch

| 3 hatte,

reilliin,

N k.
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hafte. Smoaking has gone-out. Fo be fure,
it is a fhoeking thing, blowing fmoak out of
cur mouths into other peoples mouths, eyes,
and nofes; and having the fame thing déne to
us. Yet I cannot account why a thing which
requires fo' hittle exertion, and yet preferves the
mind from total vacuity, fhould have gone out.
Every man has fomething by which he calms
himfelf: beating with his feet, or fo®*. I re-
member when people in England changed &
fhirt only once a week : ‘a Pandour, when he
gets a fhirt, greafes it to make it laft. For-
mefly, good tradefmen had no fire but in the
kitchen; never in the parlour, except on Sun-
day. My fither, who was a magiftrate of
Lxchﬁcld lived thus. They never began to
hdve a fire 'i# - the parlour, -but on leaving off
bufinefs, or fome great revolution of their life,’”
—Dr. Watfon' faid, the hall was as a kxtchcn,
in old fquires "houfes. —-—j'obrg[orz ¢ No, Sir.
The hall was for great octafions, and never was
wfed for domeftick refe@ion.”—We talked of
the Union, and what money it had brought
mto Scotland. ' Dr. Watfon -obferved, that a-
Ktrlé 'money formerly went as -far -as-a great
deal now.— Fobnfon. < In fpeculation, it feems
that a fmaller quantxty of money, equal in value
to a larger quantity, if equally divided, fhould’
producc the fame effe®. Butit’ isnet fo in
reality.

® Dr. Johofon ufed to praltice this lumfelf very much,
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reality. - Many-more convaniences and elcgan-
cies are cruoycd where money is plenty, than
whcrc it is {carce. Perhaps a great familiaricy
with it, which arifes from plenty, makes us
more eafily part with it,”

. After what Dr. Johnfon has faids of St. An-
drcw s, which .he had Jong withed to fee, as qur
anc:cnt nmverﬁty, and the feat of our Primate
in the days of cpifcopacy; I can fay little.
Since the publication of Dr. Johnfon’s book, I
find that hc ‘has "been .canfured for not fecing
here thc ancient: chapel of §¢. Rule, a Curigus
piece of facred archxtc&u;c. But this was
neither his fault nor mine. 'We were both of
ys abundandy defirous of furveying fuch fort
of aptiquities; but neither of. us knew of this,
I am afraid the cepfure muft fall on thofe wha
did not tell ys of it. In every place, where
thcre is any thing worthy 'of obfervation, there.
ﬂxould be a fhost printed dire&ory for ftrangers,
fuch as wé find in all the towns of Italy, and in
fome of the towns in England. I was told
that there is a rhanufcript account of St. An-
drew’s, by Martin, fecrotary to Archbxfhop‘
Shasp ;. apd that.one Douglas. has publithed a
fmall account of it. T inquired at a bookfel-
ler’s, but-could not get ic, Dr. fohnfon’s ve-.
neration for the Hierarchy is well known,
“Fhere is no wonder tf\en, that he was affeted
with a ftrong indignation, while he beheld t.ho'

. runs

4
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fiing. of religrous magnificence. 1 happenod
to alk where John Knog was buried, Dr. Johne
fon burlt out, “ 1 hope in the high-way. 1}
bave been lookiag at his reformations,
- It was a very fine day.  Dr. Johnfon feemed
quite - wrapt up ip the ¢ontemplation of the
fcenes which were now prefented, to bim: Hae
kept his hat off while he was upon any part of
the ground where the Cattredral-Had flood. He
faid well, that *Knax-had fe¢. on-a.mob; without
knowing where it wenld end; and;that diffece
g, from a man in AdCrine was no reafor. why
you- fhould pull his houfe about his :eats.”. As
ve walked in the cJoifters, there syas a {olems
echo, while he takked'loud of. a: proper retires
goent from the world.. Mr. Nairne faid, he had
30 iaclination to eetive.  I.called Dr. Johnfon’s
attepsion_go.this, that'l mighe hear his opinion
if it was right.—Jobnfon. % Yes, when he has
. dpne his dury ta fociety. In general, as every
man is obliged not only. te ¢ love Gobp, but his
neighbour as himfelf,” he muft bear his part in
afive life; yet there are exceptions. Thofe
wvho. arg exceedingly fcrupulous (which I do
not approve, for I am no friend to feruples) and
find their {fcrupulofity invincible, fo that they
are quite in the dark, and know not what they
fhall do—or thofe'who cannot. refift tempta~
tions, and find they make themf{elves worfe by
being in the world, without making it better;
may
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may rétie. I never read of a hermit, -but in
imagination I kifs his feet ; never of a monaf-
tery, but 1 could fall on my knees, and kifs the
pavement. But I think putting young people
there, ‘who- know nothing of life, nothing of
retirément, is dangerous and wicked. Itis a

faymg as' old as Hefiod, -

pra Ve, Bui\aﬂt ’l-suv, Euxails 7:pov-mv

"That is a very noble line : . not that young mcn
fhould notpray, or old men not: ‘give "countfel,
buv that overy feafon of life has its proper du-
ties,' I -have ‘thought of retiring, and have
tatked of it.to a.friend ; butI find my vocation
is rather to aéive life.” I faid fome young
fnonks might be allowed, - to thew that it is not
age alone that can retire to "pious folitude;
but he thought this would only fhew they could
not refilt temptation.

He warited to mount the fteeples, but it
could not bedone. There are no good in-
fcriptions here.  Bad Roman charaers he na-
turally miftook for half Gothick, half Roman.
One of the fteeples, which he was told was in
danger, he withed not to be taken down; ¢ for,
faid he, it may fall on fome of the pofterity of
John Knox; and no .great matter!” Dinner
was mentioned.— Fobnfon, < Aye, aye;- amidft
all thefe forrowful frcnes, I havc no obJeéhon
to dinner.”

We
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We went and looked at ¢he caftle, where
Cardinal Beaton was murdered, and then vi-
fited Principal Murifon at his college, where
is a2 good library-room; but the Principal
was abundantly vain of it, for he ferioufly faid
to Dr. Johnfon, ¢ you have not fuch a one in
England.”

The - profeflors- entertained us with a very
good dinner. Prefent: Murifon, Shaw,
Cooke, Hill, Haddo, Watfon, Flint,
Brown. 1 obferved, that I wondered to fee him
eat fo well, after viewing fo many forrowful
fcenes of ruined religious magnificence. ¢ Why,
- faid he, I am not forry, after feeing thefe gen-
tlemen; for they are not forry.”— Murifon faid,
all forrow was bad, as it was murmuring againft
the difpenfations of Providence.—Fobnfon.
«¢ Sir, forrow is inherent in humanity. As you
cannot judge two and two to be either five, or
three, but certainly four, fo, when comparing
a worfe prefent ftate with a better which is
paft, you cannot but feel forrow. It is
not cured by reafon, but by the incurfion
of prefent objefts, which wear out the
paft. You need not murmur, though you
are forry.”—Murifon. ¢ But St. Paul fays, ¢ I
¢ have learnt, in whatever ftate I am, therewith
¢ to be content.”—7Fobnfon. ¢ Sir, that relates
to riches and poverty ; for we fee St. Paul, when
.be had a thorn in the flefh, prayed carneitly to

' have
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Rave it removed; and then he could not be
content.”’— Murifon, thus refuted, tried to bé
fmart, and drank to Dr. Johnfon, < Long may
you le€tdre ! "—Dr. Johrifon afterwatds, fpeak-
ihg of his not drinking wine, faid, ¢ The Doc-
tor fpoke of lefturing (looking t6 him). 1 givéd
all thefe le&tures on water.”

'He defended requiring fubfcription in thofe
admitted to univerfities, thus: * As all who
eome into the countty muft obey the king, fo
41l who comne into ah univérfity muft be of the
thurch.” -

And here I muft do Dr. Johnfon the juftice
to coritradict a very abfurd dnd ill-fatured ftory, -
48 to what paffed at St. Andrew’s. It Has béeii
Circulated, that, after gticé was faid in En-
glifhi, in the ufual mannet, he with the greateft
fnarks ot contempt, as if he had held it to be
no grace in an univerfity, would not fit down
till he had faid gracé aloud in Latin. This
%ould have been an infult indeed to the gen<
tlemén who were entértaining 0§ But the
truth was precifely thus. In tlie courfe of con-
vérfation at dinner, Dr. Johnfon, in very good
humour, faid, “1 fhould have expeted to
“ have heatrd 4 Latin grice, amongfo many
¥ learnéd men: we had always a Latin grace
A4¢ gt Oxford. 1believe I can repeat it.” Which
ke did, as giving the learhed men lii oné place

. &
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# fpecimen of what was done by the learned meh
in another place.

We went and faw the church, in which fl
‘Archbithop Sharp’s monument. I was ftruck
with the fame kind of feelings with which tht
churches of Italy impreffed me. I was pleafed,
curioufly pleafed, to fee Dr. Johnfon aétually
in St. Andrew’s, of which we had talked fo long.
Profeflor Haddo was with us this afternoon,
along with Dr. Watfon. We looked at St. Sal-
vador’s College. The roonrs for ftudents feemed
very commodious, and Dr. Johnfon faid, the
chapel was the neateft place of worfhip he had
feen. The key of the library could not be
found ; for it feems Profeffor Hill, who was out
of town, had taken it with him. Dr. Johnfon
told a joke he had heard of a monattery abroad,
whete the key of the hbrary could mever be
found.

It was fomewhat difpiriting, to fee this an-
cient archiepifcopal city now fadly deferted.
We faw in ohe of its ftreets a remarkable proof
of liberal toleration; a ronjuring clergyman,
with a jolly countenance and around belly, like
2 well-fed monk ftrutting about in his canoni.
cals,

We obfcrved two occupations united in the
fame perfon, who had hung out two fign-pofts.
Upon one was ¢ James Hood, White Iron
8mith” (i. e Tin-plate Worker). Upon
.- another,
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: another ‘¢ The Art of Fencing taught, by
James Hood.»—Upon this laft were painted
fome trees, and two men fencing, one of whom
had hit the other in the eye, to fhew his great
dexterity ; fo that the art was well taught,—
Fobufon. < Were 1 ftudying here, 1 fhould go
.and take a leffon. I remember Hepe, in his
book on this art, fays, ¢ the Scotch are very
good fencers.”

We returned to the inn, where we had been
entertained at dinner, and drank tea in company
.with fome of the Profeffors, of whofe civilities
I beg leave to add my humble and very grateful
acknowledgement to the honourable teftimony
of Dr. Johnfon, in his ¢ Journey.”

We talked of compofition, which was a fa-
vourite topick of Dr.Watfon’s, whe firft diftin-
“ guithed himfelf by leftures on rhetorick e
“obnfon. < 1 advifed Chambers, and would ad-
vife every young man beginning to compofe, to
do it as faft as he can, to get a habit of having
-his mind to ftart promptly; it is fo much more
difficult to improve in fpeed than in accuracy.”
~Watfon. 1 own I am for much attention to
accuracy in compofing, left one fhould get bad
habjts of doing it in a flovenly manner,”—
Fobmfor. < Why, Sir, you are confounding do-
ing inaccurately with the necefity of doing inac.
curately, A man knows when his compofition

is inaccurate, and when he thinks fit he’ll cor-
re&
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re it. But, if a ian is accuftomed to com-
poft flowly, and with difficulty, upon all occa-
fions, there is danger that he may not compofé
at all, as we do not like to do that which is not
done eafily; and, at any rate, more time i$
confumed in 2 fmall matter than ought to be.”
—Watfon {aid,  Dr. Hugh Blair took a week
to compofe a fermon.”—Fobnfon) ¢ Then, Sir,
that is for wart of the habit of compofing
quickly, which I am infifting one fhould ac-
quire.”—Watfor faid,  Blair was not cem-
pofing all the week, but only fuch houts as hé¢
found himfelf difpofed for compofition.”
Fobnfo. *¢ Nay, Sir, uhlefs you tell me the time
he took, you tell me nothing. If I fayI took
a week to walk a mile, and have had the gout
five days, and been ill otherwife another day, I
have taken but one day. I myfelf have com-
pofed about forty fermons. I hdve begun a
fermon after dinner, and fent it off by the poft
that night. I wrote forty-cight of the printed
o&avo pages of the Life of Savage at a fitting;
but then I fat up all night. I have alfo writ-
ten fix fheets in a day of tranflation from the
French.” — Befwell. < We have all obferved
how one man dreffes himfelf ﬂowly, and another
faft.” — Fobufom. < Yes, Sir; it is wonderful

kow much time fome people will confume in
drefling ; taking up a thing and looking at it,
and: laying it down, and taking it up again.
F Every
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Every one fhould gée¢ the habit of doing it '
quickly. I would fay to a young divine, ¢ Here
¢ is your text; let me fee how foon you can
¢ make a fermon.” Then I'd fay, ¢ Let'me fee
¢ how much better you can make it.” Thus I
fhould fee both his powers and his judgement.”
- We all went to Dr. Watfon’s to fupper.
Mifs Sharp, great grandchild of Archbifhop
Sharp, was there ; as was Mr. Craig, the inge-
nious archite& of the new town of Edinburgh,
and nephew of Thomfon, to whom Dr. Johnfon
has fince done fo much juftice, in his ¢ Lives
of the Poets.” . .

We talked of memory, and its various
modes.— Fobnfon. < Memory will play ftrange
tricks. One fometimes lofes a fingle word. I
once loft fugaces in the Ode Pofbume, Poftbume.”
I mentioned to him, that a worthy gentleman
of my acquaintance atually forgot his own
name.— Jobnfon. < Sir, that was a morbid ob-
livion.”
. Friday, 20th Auguft.
* Dr. Shaw; the profeffor of divinity, break-
fafted with us. I took out my ¢ Ogdeh on
Prayer,” and read fome of it to the company:
Dr. Johnfon praifed him. ¢ Aberpethy (faid
he) allows only of a phyfical effect of prayer
upon the mind, which may be produced many
ways, as well as by prayer; for inftance, by

meditation, Ogden goes. farther, Ia truth,
4 we
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we have the confent of all nations for the effi-

cacy of prayer, whether offered up by indivi-

duals, or by aflemblies; and Revelation has
told us, it will be effe¢tual.” =I faid, ¢¢ Leech-

man feemed to incline to Abernethy’s doftrine.”
—W atfon obferved, that Leechman meant to
fthew, that, even admitting no effe&t to be pro-
duced by prayer, refpecting the Deity, it was
ufeful to our own minds. He had given only
a part of his fyﬁcm Dr. Fobnfon thought he
fhould have given the whole.

Dr. Johnfon enforced the ftri&t obfcrvancc
of Sunday. Said he, ¢ It fhould be different
from another day. People may walk ; but not
throw ftones at birds. There may be relaxation,
but there fhould be no levity.”

We went and faw Colonel Nairne’s garden
and grotto. Here was a fine old plane tree.
Unluckily the colonel faid, there was but this
and another large tree in the county. This
was an excellent cue for Dr. Johnfon, who
laughed enormoufly, calling to me to hear this.
He had expatiated to me on the nakednefs of -
that part of Scotland which he had feen. His
Journey has been violently abufed, for what
he has {aid upon this fubjeét. But let it be
confidered, that, when Dr. Johnfon talks of
trees, he means trees of good fize, fuch as he
was accuftomed to fee in England; and of
thefe there are certainly very few upon the,

Fa eaflern



[ 687

¢aflern coaft of Scotland. Befides, he faid, that
he meant to give only a map of the road ; and
let any traveller obferve how many trees, which
deferve the name, he can fee from the road
from Berwick to Aberdeen. Had Dr. Johnfon
faid ¢ there are no trees” upon this line, he
would have faid what is colloquially true; be-
caufe, by no trees, in common fpeech, we mean
few. When he is particular in counting, he
may be attacked. I know not how Colonel
Nairne came to fay there were but swo large
trees in the county of Fife. 1 did not perceive
that he fmiled. There are not a great many,
t6 be fure; but I could have thewn him more
than two at Ba/mute, from whence my anceftor
came.

In the grotto, we faw a wonderful large
lobfter claw. In front of it were petrified
ftocks of fir, plane, and fome other tree. Dr.
Johnfon faid, ¢ Scotland has no right to boaft
of this grotto; it is owing to perfonal merit.
I never denied perfonal merit to many of you.”
~—Profeflor Shaw faid to me, as we walked,
¢ This is a wonderful man: he is mafter of
every {ubjet he handles.”—Dr.Watfon allowed
him a very ftrong underftanding, but wondered
at his total inattention to eftablifhed manners,
as he came from London.

I have not preferved, in my Journal, any of
the convesfation which paffed between Dr.
| | Johnfon
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Johnfon and Profeflfor Shaw; but I recolle®
Dr. Johnfon faid to me aftcrwards, ¢ I took

much to Shaw.”
We left St. Andrew’s about noon, and fome

~ miles from it obferving, at Leschars, a church .

with an old tower, we ftopped to look at it.
‘The manfe, as the parfonage-houfe is called in
Scotland, was clofe by. I waited on the mi-
aifter, mentioned .our names, and beggéd he
would tell us what he knew about it. He was
a very civil old man; but could only inform
us, that it was fuppofed to have ftood eight hun-
dred years. He told us, there was a colony of
Danes in his parifh ; that they had landed at a
remote period of time, and ftill remained a di-
ftin&t people. Dr. John{on threwdly inquired
if they had brought women with them. We
were not fatisfied, as to this colony.

We f{aw, this day, Dundee and Aberbrothick,
the laft of which Dr. Johnfon has celebrated in
his < Journey.” Upon the road we talked of
the Roman Catholick faith. He mentioned
{I think) Tillotfon’s argument againft tranfub-
ftantiation : ¢ That we are as fure we f{ce bread
and wine only, as that we read in the Bible the
text on which that falfe do&rine is founded.
We have only the evidence of our fenfes for
both.” ¢ If (he added) Gobp had never fpoken
figuratively, we might hold that he fpeaks lite-
rally, when he fays, ¢ This is my body.”—

. F 3 Bofwell.
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Bofwell. < But what do you fay, Sir, to the an-
cient and continued tradition of the church
upon this point 2'— Fobnfon. ¢ Tradition, Sir,
has no place, where the Scriptures are plain;
and tradition cannot per{uade a man into a be-
lief of tranfubftantiation. Able men, indeed,
have faid they believed it.”
- This is an awful fubje®. I did not then
prefs Dr. Johnfon upon it; nor fhall I now
enter upon a difquifition concerning the import
of thofe words uttered by our Saviour, which
had fuch an effe&t upon many of his difciples,
that they <¢ went back, and walked no more
.with him.” The Catechifm and folemn office
for Communion, in the Church of England,
maintain a myfterious belief in more than a
mere commemoration of the death of Chrift,
by partaking of the clements of bread and
wine.

Dr. Johpfon put me in mind, that, at St. An-
drew’s, I had defended my profeflion very well,
when the queftion had again been ftarted,
‘Whether a Lawyer might honeftly engage with
the firft {ide that offers him a fee ¢ < Sir (faid
I) it was with your arguments againft Sir Wil-
liam Forbes, But it was much that I could
wield the arms of Goliath.”

He faid our judges had not gone deep in.
litgrary property. I mentioned Lord Mon-
,boddos opunon, that 1f a man could get a
work
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work by heart, he might print it, as by fuch
an a@ the mind is exercifed.— Jabnfon. < No,
Sir; a man’s repeating it no more makes it his
property, than a man may fell a cow which he
drives home.”—1I faid, printing an abridge-
ment of a work was allowed, which was only
cutting the horns and tail off the cow.—Fobn-
Sfon. *¢ No, Sir; ’tis making thc cow havc a
calf.” -

About elevea at night we arrived at Mont-
rofe. We found but a forry inn, where I my-
felf faw another waiter put a lump of fugar with
his fingers into- Dr. Johnfon’s lemonade, for,.
which he called him ¢ Rafcal! ” It put me in
great glee that our landlord was an Engli/bman
I rallied the Doétpr upon this, and he grew quiet.
Both Sir John ¥Mwkins’s and Dr. Burney’s
Hiftory of Mufick had then been adveitifed.
I afked if this was not unlucky ? Would not
they hurt one another ?—Fobnfon. < No, Sir.
They will do good to one another. Sotne will
buy the one, fome the other, and compare
them ; and fo a talk is made about a thing, and
the books are fold.” |
. - He was angry at me for propofing to carry

lemons with us to Sky, that he might be fure
to have his lemonade. ¢ Sir (faid ke) I do not
wifh to be thought that feeble man who cannot
do wuhout any thing. " Sir, it is vcry bad
manners to carry provifions to any man’s houfe,
F4 as
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as if he cauld not entertain you. To an infe-
riour, it is appreflive; to a fuperiour, it is in-
folent.”

Having taken the liberty, tlns evening, to
remark to Dr. Johnfon, that he very often fat
quite filent for a long time, even when in com-
pany with only a fingle friend, which I myfelf
had fometimes fadly experienced, he fmiled and
faid, < It is true, Sir., Tom Tyers (for fo he
familiarly called our ingenious friend, who,
fince his death, has paid a biographical tribute
to his memory) Tom Tyers defcribed me the
beft. He once faid to me, ¢ Sir, you are like
fa ghoft. You never {peak till you are {fpoken
t0.”

Saturdays 214 Huguft,

Neither the Rev. Mr. Nifbtt, the eftablithed
minifter, nor the Rev. Mr. Spooner, the epif=
copal minifter, were in town, Before breakfaft,
we went and faw the town-hall, where is a good
dancmg—room, and other rooms for tea- drmkmg,
The appearance of the town from it is very
well, only many of the houfes are built with
their ends to the ftreet, which looks aukward,
When we came down frem it, I met Mr. Gleg,
the merchant here. He went with us to fee
the Englith chapel. It is fituated on a pretty
“dry fpot, and there is a fine walk to it. Itig
really an clegant bmldmg, both within and

without,
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without. The organ is adorned with green and
gold. Dr. Johnfon gave a fhilling extraordi-
nary to the clerk, faying, ¢ He belongs to an
honeft church.” I put him in mind, that epif-
" copals were but difenters here; they were only
tolerated. <¢ Sir (faid he) we are here, as Chrif-
tians in Turkey.” Dr. Johnfon went into an
apothecary’s, and ordered fome medicine for
himfelf, and wrote the prefcription in technical
charatters. The boy took him for a phyfician.

I doubted much which road to take, whether
to go by the coaft, or by Laurence Kirk and
Monboddo. I knew Lord Monboddo and Dr.
Johnfon did not love each other; yet I was
unwilling not to vifit his lordfhip; and was
alfo curious to fee them together*. I men-
tioned it to Dr. Johnfon, who faid, ¢ He.
would go two miles out of his way to fee Lord
Monboddo.” I therefore fent forward Jofeph,
with the following note :

¢ My dear Lord, Montrofe, 21 Auguft.
, «“THUS far I am come with-Mr. Samuel
Fobnfon. We muft be at Aberdeen to-night.
1 know you do not admire him fo much. as I
do; but I cannot be in this country without
: making

s There were feveralepoints of fimilarity between them;
learning, clearnefs of head, precifion of fpeech, and a love.of
refearch on many fubje®s which people in general do not
inveftigate. Foate paid Lord Monboddo the compliment of
faying, that he was ¢ an Elzevir edition of Johnfon.™
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making you a bow at your old place, as I do
not know if I may again have an opportunity
of feeing Monboddo, Befides, Mr. Johnfon
fays; he would go two miles out of his way to
fee Lord Monbaddo. I have fent forward my
fervant, that we may know if your lordfhip be
at home. 1 am ever, my dear lord,
Mott fincerely your’s.”

As we travelled onwards from Montrofe, we
had the Grampion hills in our view, and fome
good land around us, but clear of trees and
hedges. Dr. Johnfon has faid ludicroufly, in
his ¢ Journey,” that the bedges were of flone ; for,
inftead of the verdant zhorn to refrefh the eye,
we found the bare wall or dike interfeting the
profpeé. He obferved, that it was wonderful
to fee a country fo divefted, fo denuded of
trees.

. We ftopped at Laurence Kirk, where our
great grammarian, Ruddiman, was once
fchoolmafter. 'We refpetfully remembered
that excellent man and eminent {cholar, by
whofe labours a knowlcdge of the Latin lan-
guage will be preferved in Scotland, if it fhall
be preferved at all. Lord Gardenfton, one of
our judges, colle®ted money to raife a monu-
ment to him at this place, which I hope will
.be well executed. I know my father gave five
guineas towards it. Lord Gardenflon 1s the

proprxctor of Laurence Kirk, and has encou-
raged



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































