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PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION

The present third edition of my book, Die SExvarLITAT 1M KUL-
TUuRKAMPF (first edition 1930, second, enlarged edition, 1936),
appears first in the English language, thanks to the indefatigable
cfiorts of Dr. Theodore P. Wolfe. Previous editions had not been
translated into English. It is unchanged as far as the material is
concerned. It has requu*ed however, a good deal of change in
terminology, for the following reasons:

The material for this book was originally gathered, between
the years of 1918 and 1935, in the framework of the European
freedom movement. This movement was caught in the erroneous
belief that an authoritarian ideology was synonymous with the
life process of the “bourgeoisie” and that a freedom 1dcologv was
synonymous with the life process of the “proletariat.” This basic
fallacy was the downfall of the European freedom movement.
The social happenings of the past 12 years have provided a
bloody lesson for the correction of this fallacy. They showed
that authoritarian ideology and freedom ideology have nothing
to do with economic class boundarics. The ideology of a social
stratum is not an immediate reflection of its economic situation.
The emotional and mystical excitations of the masses of people
are of equal, not to say far greater significance for the social
process than the purely economic interests. Authoritarian com-
pulsion permeates all strata of socicty, of all nations, as does
thinking and acting in the direction of freedom. There are no
class boundaries as far as character structure is concerned as there
are boundaries of social or economic position. It is not a matter
of “class struggles” betwecen proletariat and bourgeoisie, as a
mechanistic theoretical sociology would make us believe. No:
working individuals with a character structure capable of free-

dom fight working individuals with an authoritarian structure,
xi
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The Editor of Katushka raises the question, “What do
we live for?” Perhaps he wants to get into far-flung dis-
cussions of philosophy. Perhaps, also, he is seized by a
fear of the insignificance of human life. If the former
is the case, all right. If the latter should be the case,
that would be bad. For this reason: “Living in order
to live” is the only answer to the question, no matter
how strange and one-sided it may sound. The whole
meaning of life is life itsclf, the process of living. In
order to comprehend the meaning of life one must, first
of all, love life, must become completely submerged in
it. Only then will one comprehend the meaning of life,
will one understand what one lives for. Life—in contra-
distinction to all man has created—is something that
requires no theory. Whoever is able to function in life
will need no theory of life.

FROM THE DIARY OF TIIE STUDENT KOSTYA RYABTSEV

Since it is not for us to create a plan for the future
that will hold for all time, all the more surely, what we
contemporaries have to do is the uncompromising crit-
ical evaluation of all that exists, uncompromising in
the sense that our criticism fears neither its own results
nor the conflict with the powers that be.

KarL MARx





