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A PREFACE TO MORALS

sure foundation of any kind. They are likely to point to
the world about them, and to ask whether the modern man
possesses any criterion by which he can measure the value
of his own desires, whether there 1s any standard he really
believes 1n which permits him to put a term upon that
pursuit of money, of power, and of excitement which has
“created so much of the turmoil and the squalor and the
explosiveness of modern civilization.

These are, perhaps, merely the rationalizations of the
modern man'’s discontent. At the heart of it there are
likely to be moments of blank misgiving in which he finds
that the civilization of which he is a part leaves a dusty
taste in his mouth. He may be very busy with many
things, but he discovers one day that he 1s no longer sure
they are worth doing. He has been much preoccupied;
but he is no longer sure he knows why. He has become
involved in an elaborate routine of” pleasures; and they
do not seem to amuse him very much. He finds it
hard to believe that doing any one thing is better than
doing any other thing, or, in fact, that it is better
than doing nothing at all. It occurs to him that it is a
great deal of trouble to live, and that even in the best of
lives the thrills are few and far between. He begins more
or less consciously to seek satisfactions, because he is no
longer satisfied, and all the while he realizes that the pur-
suit of happiness was always a most unhappy quest. In
the later stages of his woe he not only loses his appetite,
but becomes excessively miserable trying to recover it.
And then, surveying the flux of events and the giddiness
of his own soul, he comes to feel that Aristophanes must
have been thinking of him when he declared that “Whirl
is King, having driven out Zeus.”
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CHAPTER 1

THE PROBLEM OF UNBELIEF

1. Whirl is King

AMONG those who no longer believe in the religion of
their fathers, some are proudly defiant, and many are in-
different. But there are also a few, perhaps an increasing
number, who feel that there 1s a vacancy in their lives.
This inquiry deals with their problem. It is not intended
to disturb the serenity of those who are unshaken in the
faith they hold, and it is not concerned with those who are
still exhilarated by their escape from some stale orthodoxy.
It is concerned with those who are perplexed by the con-
sequences of their own irreligion. It deals with the prob-
lem of unbelief, not as believers are accustomed to deal
with 1t, in the spirit of men confidently calling the lost
sheep back into the fold, but as unbelievers themselves
must, I think, face the problem if they face it candidly
and without presumption.

When such men put their feelings into words they are
likely to say that, having lost their faith, they have lost the
certainty that their lives are significant, and that it mat-
ters what they do with their lives. If they deal with young
people they are likely to say that they know of no com-
pelling reason which certifies the moral code they adhere
to, and that, therefore, their own preferences, when tested
by the ruthless curiosity of ther children, seem to have no
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