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ADVERTISEMENT.

It may greatly conduce to the advancement
of ufeful knowled é_,.if the learned Socicties
eftablithed in Europ®ill tranfmit to the Secre-
tary ‘of the Society in Bengal a Colle&ion of
fhort and precife Queries on every Branch of
 Afiatic Hiftory, Natural and Civil, on the Phi-
'lofophy, Mathematics, Antiquities, and Polite
Literature of Afia, and on Eafiern Arts, .both
Liberal and Mechanic ; fince it is hoped that
accurate Anfwers may in due time be procured
to any Queftions that can be propofed on thofe
fubje@s; which muft in all events be curious
and interefting, and may prove in the hlghcﬁ
degree beneficial to mankind.
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THE FOURTH
ANNIVERSARY DISCOURSE,

DELIVERED 1§ FEBRUARY, 1787.
BY THE PRESIDENT.

et s e 2 e v .S

Gentlemen,
I HAD the honout laft year of epening to you

my intention to difcourfe at our annual meetings
on the jfive principal nations who have peopled the
continent ang iflands of Afia, fo as to trace, by an
historical and philological analyfis, the number of
ancient ftems fgom which thofe five branches have
feverally {prung, and the central region from which
they appear to have proceeded ; you may, therefore,
expect that, having {fubmitted to your confideration a
few general remarks on the old inhabitants of India, 1
- fhould now offer my fentiments on fome other nation,
“who, from a fimilarity of language, religion, arts, and
 manners, may be fuppofed to have had an .eatly con-
nexion with the Hindus; but, fince we find fome
Alfiatic nations totally diffimilar to them in ali or moft
of thofe particulars, and fince the difference will
ftrike you more forcibly by an immediate and clofe
comparifon, I defign at prefent to give a fhort ac-
count of a wonderful people, who feem in every
refpe&t fo ftrongly contrafted to the griginal natives
of this country, that they muft have been for ages a
diftin& and {eparate race. ‘ '

.VO.L. 11, | _ g‘
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2 THE FOURTH DISCOURSE"®

For the purpofe of thefe difcourfes 1 difcovered I
dia on its largefl fcale, delctibing it as lying between
Perfia and China, Tartary and Java; and, for the fame
purpofe, I now apply the name of Arabia, as the
Arabian geographers often apply it, to that exten-
five peninfula which the Red Sea divides from
Africa, the great A[fyrian river from Iran, and of
which the Erythrean Sea wathes the bafe, without ex-
cluding any pait of its weftern fides, which would be
completely maritime, if no ifthmus intervened between
the Mediterranean and the Sea of Kolzom : that coun-
wry in fhort I call Arabia, in which the Arabic lan-
guage and letters, or fuch as have a near affinity tc
them, have been immemorially current.

Arabia, thus divided from India by a vaft ocean
or at ieaft by a broad bay, could hardly bave bees
connefed in any degree with this country, unti na
vigation and commerce had been confiderably im
proved ; yet, as the Hindus and the people of ¥eme
were both commercial nations in a very early age
they were probably the firft inftruments of conveyin
to the weftern world the gold, ivory, and perfume
of India, as well as the fragrant wood, called Aluw=
in Adrabic, and Aguru in Sanferit, which grows in tk
greateft perfetion in Anam, or Cochinchina. Itis po
fible too that a part of the Arabianidolatry might ha
been derived from the fame fource with that of tl
Hindus ; but fuch an intercourfe may be confidered
parttal and accidental enly ; nor am I more convince
than I wgs fifteen years ago, when I took the liberty
animadvert on a .paflage in the Hiftory of Prin
Kantemsr, that the Turks have any juft reafon t
bolding the coaft of Yemen to be a part of India, ai
calling its inhabitants Yellow Indians.

The Arabs have never been entirely fubdued, r
has any impreflion been made on them, except



ON THE ARABS: 3

theit borders; where; indeed, the Phenicians, Pers
fians, Ethiopians, Egyptians, and, in modern times,
the Othman Tartars, have feverally acquired fettle-
ments ; but, with thefe exceptions, the natives of
Hejaz and Yemen have preferved for ages the fole
dominion of their deferts and paftures, their moun-
tains and fertile valleys 3 thus apart from the reft of
mankind, this extraordinary people have retained
their primitive manners and language, features and
charatter, as long and as remarkably as the Hindus
themfelves. All the genuine Arabs of Syria whom
I knew in Europe; thofe of Yemen whom I faw in the
ifle of Hinkuan, whither many had come from Ma/kat
for the purpofe of trade; and thofe of Hejax, whom
I have met in Bengal, form a ftriking contraft to the
Hindu inhabitants of thofe provinces: their eyes are
full of wvivacity, their fpeech voluble and articulate,
their deportment manly and dignified, their apprehen-
fion quick, their minds always prefent and attéative,
with a {pirit of independence appearing in the coune
tenances even of the loweft among them. Men will
always differ in their ideas of civilization, each meafur»
ing it by the habits and prejudices of his own country 3
but, if courtefy and urbanity, a love of poetry and elo-
quence, ahd the prattice of exalted virtues be a jufter
meafure of perfe& fociety, we have certain proof that
the people of .4rabiz, both on plains and in cities, 1n
republican and monarchical ftates, were eminently ci-
vilized for many ages before their conqueft of Perfa.

It 1s deplorable, that the ancient hiftory of this
majeftic race fhould be as little known in detail before
the ume of Dhu Yezen, as that of the Hindus before
Vicramaditya ; for, although the vaft hiftorical work
of Alnuwairi, and-the Murujuldhahab or Golden Mea-
dows -of Almafuudi, contain chapters on the kings of
Himyar,. Ghafan, and Hirah, with lifts of them and
Ketches of their feveral reigns; and although genea-

B2



2 THE FOURTH DISCOURSE:

Iogical tables, from which chronology might be
better afcertained, are prefixed to many compofitions
of the old Arabian Poets, yet moft manufcripts are
fo inecorret, and fo many contradictions are found in
the beft of them, that we can fcarce lean upon tra-
dition with fecurity, and muft have recourfe to the
fame media for inveftigating the hiftory of the Arabs
that I before adopted 1n regard to that of the Indians ;
smamely, their language; letters, and religion, their an-
cient monuments, and the certain remains of their arss ;
on each of which heads I thall touch very concifely,
having premifed that my obfervations will in general
be confined to the ftate of Arabia before that fingular
revolution at the beginning of the feventh century,
the effects of which we feel at this day from the Pyre-
nean mountains and the Danube, to the fartheft parts
of the Indian Empire, and even to the Eaftern Iflands.

- I. For the knowledge which any European who
pleafes may attain of the Arabian language, we are
principally indebted to the univerfity of Leyden: for,
though feveral Malians have afliduouily laboured in
the fame wide field, yet the fruit of their labours has
been rendered almoft ufelefs by more commodious
and more accurate works printed in Holland; and,
though Pocock certainly accomplithed much, and was
able to accomplith any thing, yet the academical eafe
which he enjoyed, and his theological purfuits, ins
duced him to leave unfinifhed the valuable work of
Maiduni which he had prepared for publication; nor,
even if that mine of Arabian philology had feen
the light, would it have borne any comparifon with
the fifty diflertations of Hariri, which the firft 4L
bert Schultens tranflated and explained, though he
{ent abroad but few of them, and has left his worthy
grandfon, from whom perhaps Mesdams allo may
be expetted, the honour of publithing the reft:
but the palm of g‘lory\in this branch of litera-
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ture is due to Gobius, whofe works are equally pro-
found and elegant; fo perfpicuous in method, that
they may a}ways be ,confulted without fanguc, and
read without langtor, yet fo abundant in matter, that
 any man who fhall begin with his noble edition of
the Grammar compiled by his mafter Erpenius, and
proceed with the help of his incomparable diQtionary,

to ftudy ks Hiftory of Taimur by Ibns Arabjfkah, and
fhall make himfelf complete mafter of that fublime
work, will underftand the learned Arabic better than
“the deepcﬂ: {cholar at Conflantinople or at Mecca.
The Arabic language, therefore, 1s almoft wholly in
our power ; and, as it is unqueftionably one of the
moft ancient in ‘the world, fo it yiclds to none ever
fpoken by mortals in the number of its words and the
precifion of its phrafes; but it 1s equally true and
wonderful, that 1t bears not the leaft refemblance,
either in words or the firu&ture of them, to the San~
Serit, or great parent of the fndian dialets ; of which
diffimilarity I fhall mention two remarkable inftan-
ces 3 the Sanferit, like the Greek, Perfian, and Ger-
man, delights in compounds, but in a much higher
degree, and indeed to fuch an excefs, that I could
produce words of more than twenty {yllables, not
formed ludicroufly, like that by which the buffoon
in Ariffophanes defcribes a feaft, but with perfect fcrl-
oufnefs, on the moft folemn occafions, and in the moft
elegant works ; while the .4rabic, on the other hand,

and all its fifter dialeéts, abhor the, compofition of
words, and 1nvariably exprefs very. complex ideas:
by circumlocution ; {o that if a compound word be
found in any genuine language of the 4rabian pen-
infula (zenmerdah for inftance, which octurs in the
Hamafak) 1t may at once be pronounced an exotic.
Againz . It 1s the. genius of the Sanfriz, and
other languages of the {fame ftock, that the roots of
verbs be almoft univerfally biliteral, fo that five-and-
Mm{y»lnmdred fuch Jootg might be formed by the.

AR 3
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compofition of the fifty Indian letters ; but the Arabic
roots are as univerfally #riliteral, {o that the compo-
fition of the twenty-eight Arabian letters would give
near fwo-and-twenty thoufand elements of the language
and this will demonftrate the furprizing extent of it;
for, although great numbers of its roots are confefled-
ly loft, and fome; perhaps, were never in ufe; yet,
if we fuppofe ten thoufand of them (without reck-
oning guadriliterals) to exift, and each of them to
admit only ffve variations, one with another, in form-
ing derivative nouns, even then a perfect Arabic dic-
tionary ought to contain jfifty thoufand words, each
of which may receive a multitude of changes by the
rules of grammar. The derivatives in Sanfcriz are
confiderably more numerous: but a farther compa-
rifon between the two languages is here unneceflary,
fince, in whatever light we view them, they feem
totally diftin&t, and muft have been invented by two -
different races of men; nor do I recolle®t a fingle
word in common between them, except Suruj, the
plural of Siraj, meaning both a lamp and the fun ; the
Sanfcrit name of which is, in Bengal, pranounced.
Surja ; and even this refemblance may be purely ac-
cidental. We may eafily believe with the Himndus,
that no# ewen Indra himfelf, and his heavenly bands,
muck lefs any mortal, ever comprehended in his mind
Such an ocean of words as thesr facred language con-
tains 3 and with the 4raks, that no man uninfpired
was ever a complete mafter of Arzbic: in fa&t, no
perfon, 1 believe, now living in Europe or .Afia, can
read without ftudy an hundred couplets together, in
any connection of ancient Arabian poems; and we
are told, that the great author of the Kamus learned
by accident from the mouth of a child, in a village
' of Arabia, the meaning of three words, which he had
long fought in vain from grammarians, and from
books, of the higheft reputation. It is by approxi-
mation alone that a knowledge .of thefe two venerable.
languages can be acquired; and, with moderate atten~
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tion, enough of them may be known to delight and
inftru& us 1n an infinite degree. I ¢onclude this head
- with remarking, that the nature of the Ethiopic dia-
le&t feems to prove an early ‘eftablifhment of the
Arabs in part of Ethiopia, from which they were
afterwards expelled, and attacked even in their own
country by the .4byffinians, who had been invited
over as auxibiaries againft the tyranny of Yemen, about a
century before the birth of Muhammed. |

“Of the chara&ers in which the old compofitions of
Arabia were written, we know but little, except that
the Koran originally appeared in thofe of Cifak, from
which the modermn .Arabian letters, with all their ele.
gant vatiations, were derived, and which unqueftion-
ably had a common origin with the Hebrewor Chaldaicg
‘but, as to the. Himyarsc letters, or thofe which we fee
mentioned by the name of Alr;z\:?ﬁmd, we are fhll in -
total darkne{s; the traveller Niwebuhr having been
unfortunately prevented from vifiting fome ancient
monuments in Yemen, which are faid to have infcrip-
tions on them. If thofe letters bear a ftrong refem.
blance to the Nagari, and if a ftory currentin /ndia
be true, that fome¢ Hindu merchants heard the San/-
¢rit language {poken in Arabia the Happy, we might
be confirmed in our opinion that an intercourfe for-
merly {ubfifted between the two nations of oppofite
coafts,—but fhould have no reafon to believe that
they {prang from the fame immediate ftock. The
firlt {yllable of Hamyar, as many Europeans write it, -
might perhaps induce an etymologift to derive the
Arabs of Yemen from the great anceftor of the In-
dians; but we muft obferve, that Himyar is the
proper appellation of thofe .Arabs; and many rea-
{ons concur to prove that the word 1s purely Arabic.
The fimilarity of fome proper names on the borders
of India to thofe of Arabia, as the river Arabius, a

place called .Arabia, a people named Aribes or Ara .
B4 o
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hies, and another called Szbai, 19 indeed remarkable,
and may hereafter furnith me with obfervations of
fome importance, but not at all inconfiftent with my
prefent ideas.

II. It is generally afferted that the old religion of
the Arabs was éntirely Subian ; but I can offer {o little
accurate information concerning the 8abian faith, or
even the meaning of the word, that I dare not yet
{peak on the fubje&t with confidence. This at leaft
is.certain, that the: people of Yemen very f{oon fell
into the common, but fatal, error of adoring the fun
and the firmament ; foreven the ¢4i7d in defcent from
Yoktan; who was confequently as old as Nakor, took
the furname of Abdufliams, or Servant of the Sun;

* and his family, we are affured, paid particular ho-
nours.te that luminary.; other tribes worfhipped the

planets and fixed ftars; but the religion of the poets

ar leaft, teems to have been pure Theifm ; and thisw

know with certainty, becaufe we have .4rabian verl

of unfufpefted antiquity, which contain pious ar

elevated fentiments on the goodnefs and juftice, t

power-and omnipotence, of Allak, or the God.

an infcription, faid to have been tound on marble
emen, be authentic, the ancient inhabitants of tl

eountry preferved the religion of Iber, and profefl

a beliet 17 miracles and a future flate.

We .are alfo told, that a ftrong refemblar
may be found between the religions of the pag
Arabs and thes: Hindus ; but, though this may
true, yet an agreement in worlhipping the {
and ftars will not prove an affinity between the t
nations : - the powers of God, reprefented as fem
deities, the adoration of fones, and the name of -

1dol udd, may lead us indeed to {ufpet that fo

of the Hindu fuperftitions had found their way 7
Arabia ; and, though we have no traces in Ar
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hiftory of fuch a conqueror or Jegiflator as the greas
Sefacy, who is faid to have raifed pillars in Yemen as
well as at the mouth .of the Ganges, yet, fince we
know that Sacya is a title of Buddha, whom fome fup-
pofe to be Woden, fince Buddha was not a native of
India, and fince the age of Sefac perfeétly agrees with
that of Sacya, we may form a plaufible conjeCture
that they were in fa&t the fame perfon who travelled
eaftward from Etlzi?pia, either as a warrior or as a Jaw-
giver, about a thoufand years before Chriff, and whofe
rites we now fee extended as far as the country of
Nifon, or, as the Chinefe call it, Japuen, both words
fignifying the Rifing Sun. Sacya may be derived from
a word meaning power, or from another denoting wve-
getable food ; {o that this epithet will not determine
whether he was a hero or a philofopher ; but the title
Buddha or wife, may induce us to believe that he was
rather a benefaCtor than a deftroyer of his fpecies :
if his religion, however, was really introduced into any
par: of Arabia, it could not have been general in that
country ; and we may fafely pronounce, that before
the Mohammeédan revolution, the noble and learned
Arabs were Theifts, but that a ftupid idolatry pre-
valled among the lower orders of the people.

I find no trace among them, till their emigration, of
any philofophy but eshics; and even their {vftem of
morals, generous and enlarged as it feems to have been
in the minds of a few 1illuftrious chieftains, was on the
whole miferably depraved for a century at leaft before
Muhammed. The diftinguifhing virtues which they
boafted of inculcating and practifing, were a cone -
tempt of riches, and even of death ; but, in the age
of the Seven Poets, their liberality had deviated intq
mad profufion, their courage into ferocity, and their
patience into an obftinate {pirit of encountering fruit.
lefs dangers; but I forbear to expatiate on the man-
ners of the Arabs in that age, becaufe the poems, en-
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titled Aimoallakar, which have appeared in our own
language, exhibit an exa&t piGure of their virtues
and their vices, their wifdom and their folly; and
fhow what may be conftantly expected from men of
open hearts and boiling paffions, with no law to con-
trol, and little religion to reftrain them.

1. Few monuments of antiquity are preferved in
Arabia, and of thofe few the beft accounts are very
yncertain; but we are affured that infcriptions on
rocks and mountains are ftill feen in various parts of
the peninfula ; which, if they are in any known lan-
guage, and if corre¢t copies of them can be procured,
may be decyphered by eafy and infallible rules.

The firlt Albert Schultens has preferved in his An-
cient Memorials of Arabia, the moft pleafing of all
his works, two little poems in an elegiac ftrain, which
are.faid to have been found, about the middle of the -
feventh century, on {fome fragments of ruined edifices
in Hadramut, near Aden, and are {uppofed to be of an -
. indefinite, but very remote age. It may naturall
' be atked,—In what charaters were they written:
Who decyphered them? Why were not the original
Jetters preferved 1n the book where the verfes are cited ?
What becamé of the marbles which Abdurrahman,
then governor of Yemen, moft probably fent to the
Khalifah at Bagdad? If they be genuine, they prove
the people of Yemen to have been ¢ herdfmen and war-
¢ riors, inhabiting a fertile and well watered country
¢ full of game, and near a fine fea abounding with
¢ fith, under a monarchical government, and drefled in
¢ green filk, or vefts of needle-work,’ either of their
own manufacture or imported from IJndia. The mea-
fure of thefe verfes is perfeGtly regular, and the dia~
le&t undittinguifhable, at leaft by me, from that of
Kuraifh ; {o that,  the Arabian writers were much
addiced to literary impoftures, I thould firangly fufe
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them to be modern compofitions on the inftabi-
lity of human greatnefs, and the confequences of ir-
religion, illuftrated by the example of the Hymyaric
princes ; and the fame may be fufpeGted of the firft
poem quoted by Schultens, which he alcribes to an
Arab in the age of Solomon. |

. The fuppofed houfes of the people called Thamud,
are alfo ftill to be {een in excavations of rocks; and,
in the time of Zuabriz: the Grammarian, a caftle was
extant in Yemen which bore the name of Aladbat, an
old bard and warrior, who firft, we are told, formed
- bis army, thence called a/khanis,in five parts, by which
arrangement he defeated the troops of Himyar 1n an
expedition againft Sanaa.

Of pillars ereted by Sefac, after his invafion of
Yemen, we find no mention in Arabian hiftories ; and,
perhaps, the ftory has no more foundation than ano-
. ther told by the Greeks and adopted by Newton, that
the Arabs worthipped Urania, and even Bacchus by
name, which, they fay, means greaz in Arabic ; but
where they found fuch a word, we cannot difcover :
it is true, that Beccah fignifies a great and tdmultuous
crowd ; and, in this fenfe, i1s one name of the facred
city commonly called Meccak,

The Cabak, or quadrangular edifice at Meccah, is
indifputably fo ancient, that its original ufe and the
name of its builder are loft in a cloud of idle tradi-
- tions.. An Arab told me grayely, that it was raifed
by .Abrakam, who, as I aflured him, was never there :
others afcribe ir, with more probability, to Jfmail, or
one of his immediate defcendants; but whether it was
built as a place of divine worfhip, as a fortrefs, as a
fepulchre, or as a monument of the treaty between the
old poflefiors of /4rabia and the fons of Kidar, anti-
guaries may dilpute, but no.mortal can determine,
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By reafoning downwards, however, we may afcertain
fome points of confiderable importance. The uni-
verfal tradition of Yemen is, That Yoktan, the fon of
Eber, firft fettled his family in the country; which
{ettlement, by the computation admitted in Europe,
muft have been above three thoufand fix hundred years
- ago, and nearly at the time when the Hindus, under
the condu& of Rama, were {ubduing the firft inhabit-
ants of .thefe regions, and extending the Indian em-
pire from Ayodhya or Audh, as far as the ille of Sinkal,
or Silan. According to this calculation, Nuuman, kiag
of Yemen, in the ninth generation from Eber, was con-
temporary with Jofeph; and, if a verfe compofed by
that prince, and quoted by Abuifeda, was really pre-
ferved, as it might eafily have been, by oral tradition,
it proves the great antiquity of the Arabian language
and metre. This is a literal verfion of the couplet:
¢ When thou, whoart 1n power, conducteft affairs with
¢ courtefy, . thou "attaineft the high honours of thofe
¢ who are moft exalted, #and whofe mandates are
< obeyed.” We are told that, from an' elegant verb in
this diftich, the royal poet acquired the furname of
Almuaafer, or the Courteous. Now the reafons for
believing this verfe genuine are 1ts brevity, which made
it eafly to be remembered, and the good {enfe com-
prized in it, which made it become proverbial ; to
which we may add, that the diale& is apparently old,
and "differs in three words from the idiom of Hejaz.
The reafons for doubting are, that fentences and verfes
of indefinite antiquity are fometimes afcribed by the
Arabs to patticular perfons of eminence; and th
even go fo far as to cite a pathetic elegy of Adum
himfelf on the death of A4bel, but-in very good Arabic
and corre€t meafure. Such are the doubts which
neceflarily muft arife on fuch a f{ubje& ; yet we have
no need of ancient monuments or traditions to prove
- all that our analyfis requires, namely, that the .4rabs of

Hejaz and Yemen {prang from a ftock entirely differ-
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ent from that of the Hindus, and that their firft efta-
olifhments in the refpective countries where we now

find .them, were nearly coeval.

I cannot finifh this article without obferving, that,
when the King of Denmmark’s minifters inftructed the
Damk travellers to collett hifforical books in Arabic,
but not to bufy themfelves with procuring Arabian
poems, they certainly were ignorant that the only mo-
pnuments of old Arabian hiftory are colle&ions of
- tical pieces and the commentaries on them; that all-
memorable tranfactions in Arabia were recorded in
verfe ; and that more certain falts may be known by
reading the Hamafah, the Diwan of Hudhail, and the
valuable work of Obazdullalx than by turning over a
hundred volumes in profe, unlefs indeed tho(g e poe:ns
are cited by the hiftorians as their authorities. |

1V. The manners of the Hejaxi Arabs, which have
continued, we know, from the time of Sofsmon to the
prefent age, were by no means favourable to the cul-
tivation of arts; and, as to fciences, we have no rea-
fon to believe that they were acquainted with any;
for the mere amufement of giving names to flars,
which were ufeful to them in their paftoral or preda-
sory rambles through the deferts, and in their obfer-
vations on the weather, can hardly be confidered as a
muaterial part of aftronomy. The only arts in which
they pretended to excellence (I except horfemanthip
and milirary accomplithments) were poetry and rhe-
goric. That we have none of their compofitions in profe-
before the Koran, may be afcribed, perhaps, to the
lictle tkill which they feem to have had in writing,
to their predilection in favour of poetical meafure,
and to the facility with which verfes are committed
“to memory ; but all their ftories prove, thgt they were
- eloquent in a high degree, and poffefled wonderful

powers of fpeaking, withomt preparation, in flowing .
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and forcible periods. I have never been able to dif-
cover what was meant by their books called Rawa-
Jfim ; but fuppofe that they were colletions of their
common or cuftomary law. Writing was fo little
practifed. among them, that their ‘old poems, which
are now acceflible to us, may almoft be confidered as
originally unwritten ; and 1 am inclined to think that
Samuel Johnfon’s reafoning on the extreme imperfec-
ton of unwritten languages, was too general ; fince a
language that is. only {poken, may neverthelefs be
highly polithed by a people who, like the ancient
Arabs, make the improvement of their idiom a na-
tional concern, appoint folemn affemblies for the pur-
pofe of difplaying their poetical talents, and hold it a
duty to exercife their children in getting by heart
their moft approved compofitions.

The people of Yemen had poflibly more mechanical
arts, and, perhaps, more fifence ; but, although their
ports muft have been the emporia of confiderable
commerce between Egypzand Jrxdia, or part of Perfia,,
yet we have no certain proofs of their proficiency in
navigation, or even in manufatures. That the Arabs
of the Defert had mufical inftruments, and names for
the different notes, and that they were greatly delighted
with melody, we know from themfelves; but their
lutes and pipes were probably very fimple, and their
mufic, 1 fufpe&, was little more than a2 natural and
tuneful recitation of their elegiac verfes and love-
fongs. The fingular property of their language, in
{hunning compound words, may be urged, according
to Bacon’s idea, as a proof that they had made no
progrefs in ar#s, ¢ which require,’ fays he, ¢a variety
¢ of combinations to exprefs the complex notions arif-
¢ ing from them ;* but the fingularity may perhaps be
imputed wholly to the genius of the language,-and the
tafte of thofe who fpoke it, fince the old Germans
who knew ng art, appear to have delighted in com-
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pound words, which poetry and oratory, one: would
conceive, might require as much as any meaner art
what{oever. a

So great, on the whole, was the ftrength of parts or
capacity, either natural or acquired from hablt for, .
which the Arabs were ever diftinguithed, that we can-,
not be furprifed when we f{ee that blaze of genius
which the) difplayed, as far as their arms extended,
when they burft, like their own dyke of Arim, through
their ancient lumts, and f{] ready like an inundation,
over the great empire of Irzm That a race of Taxis
or Courfers as the Perfians call them, ¢who. drank
¢ the milk of camels and fed on lizards, fhould. enter-
¢ tain a thought of fubduing the kingdom of Feridun,’
was confidered by the General of Yezdegird’s army
as the ftrongeft mﬁance of fortune’s levity and muta-
bility ; but Firdaufi, a complete mialter of Afatic
manners, and fingularly impartial, reprefents the Arabs,
even in the age of Feridun, as ¢ difclaiming any kind
¢ of dependence on that monarch, exulting in their
¢ liberty, delighting in eloquence, alts of liberality, and
¢ martial achievements; and thus making the whole
¢ earth,’ fays the poet, ¢red as wine with -the blood
¢ of their foes, and the air like a foreft of. canes with
¢_their tall fpears.” With fuch a charalter they were
likely to canquer any country that tliey could invade ;
and, if Alexander had invaded their dominions, they
would unqueftionably have made an obftinate, and
probably a fuccefsful refiftance.

But I have detained you too long, gentlemen, with
a nation who have ever been my favourites, and hope
at your next anniverfary meeting to travel with you
over a ‘part of A4fz which exhibits a race of men dif-
tin&t both from Hindus and from the Arabs. In
the mean time, it fhall be my care to fuperintend the .
publication of your tranfactions; in which if the learned,
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in Europe have not railed their expettations too high,
they will not, I believe, be difappointed: my own
imperfect eflays I always except; but, though my
other enigagements have prevented my attendance

-on your fociety for the greateft part of laft year, and 1

have fet an example of that freedom from reftraint,
without which no fociety can flourith ; yet, as my
few hours of leifure will now be devoted to Sanferst
literature, I cannot but hope, though my chief objet
be a knowledge of Hindu law, to make fome difco-
very in other {ciences, which I fhall impart with hu-
mility, and which you will, I doubt not, receive with
indulgence. ‘

Vor. 1l | C
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of little confequence when our ideas are diftin&t with-
out them. Having given, therefore, a corre& notion
of the country which I propofed to examine, I fhall
not {cruple to call it by the general name of Tartary;
though I am confcious of ufing a term equally impro-
per in the pronunciation and the application of it.

Tartary, then, which contained, according to Pliny,
an innumerable multitude of nations, by whom the reft
of Afia and Europe has 1n different ages been over-
run, is denominated, as various images have prefented
themfelves to various fancies, the great hive of the
northern fwarms, the nurfery of irrefiffible legions, and
by ftronger metaphor, the foundery of the human race ;
+ but M. Bailly, a wonderfully ingenious man and a
very lively writer, feems firft to have confidered it as
the cradle of our fpecies, and to have {upported an
opinion that the whole ancient world was enlightened
by {ciences brought from the moft northern parts of
Scythia, particularly from the banks of the Jent/ea, or
from the Hyperborean regions. All the fables of old
Greece, Italy, Perfia, India, he derives from the north ;
and it muft be owned, that he maintains his paradox
with acutenefs and learning. Great learning and
great acutenefs, together with the charms of a moft
engaging ftyle, were indeed necefiary to render even
tolerable a fyftem which places an earthly paradife,
the gardens of Hefperus, the iflands of the Macares,
- the groves of Elyfium, if not of Eden, the heaven
of Indra, the Ierylan, or fairy-land of the Per-
JSian poets, with its city of diamonds and its
country of Shadeam, {fo named from Pleafure and
Love, not in any one climate which the common
fenfe of mankind confiders as the feat of de-
Lights, but beyond the mouth of the Oby, in the
Frozen Sea, in a region equalled only by that where
the wild imagination of Dante led him to fix the
worft of criminals in a ftate of punithment after
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death, and of which ke could not, he fays, even think
twithout fhivering.” A very curious paﬁ'age in a tra&
of Plutarch on the figure in the moon’s orb, naturally
induced M. Bailly to place Ogygia in the north and
he concludes that ifland, as others have concluded
tather fallacioufly, to be ‘the Arlantis of Plato ; but
is at a lofs to determine whether it was leeland or
Greenland, Spitzbergen or New Zembla. Among fo
many charms it was difficult, indeed, to give a pre-
ference ; but our philofopher, though as much
plexed by an- option of beauties as the fhepherd of
lda, feems on the whole to think Zembla the mott
worthy of the golden fruit ; becaufe it is indifputably
an ifland, and lies oppofite to a gulph near a cont-
nent, from which a great number of rivers defcend
into the ocean. He appears equally diftreffed among
five nations, real and imaginary, to fix upon that which
the Greeks' named Atlantes ; and his conclufion in
both cafes muft remind us of the fhowman at Ezon,
who, having pointed out in his box all the crowned
heads of the world, and being atked by the fchool-
boys who looked through the glafs, which was the
Emperor, which was the Pope, which the Sultan, and
which the Great Mogul, anfwered eagerly, ¢ Which
you pleafe, youngigentlemen, which you pleafe.” His
letters, however, to Poltaire, 1n which he unfolds his
new fyftem to his friend, whom he had not been able
to convince, are by no means to be derided ; and his
general propofition, that arts and fciences had their
fource in Tarmry, deferves a longer examination than
can be given to it in this difcourfe. I fhall, neverthe-
lefs, with your permiffion, fhortly difcufs the queftion
-under the feveral heads, that will prefent themfelves in
order.

Although we may naturally fuppofe that the
numberlefs communities of Tartars, fome of whom

are eftablithed in great cities, and fome encamped
Cs X
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on plains in ambulatory manfions, which they removeé
from pafture to pafture, muft be as different in their
features as in their dialefts; yet, among thofe who
have not emigrated into another country, and mixed
with another nation, we may difcern a family-likenefs,
efpecially in their eyes and countenance, and in that
configuration of lineaments which we generally call a
Tartar face; but, without making anxious enquiries;
" whether all the inhabitants of the vaft region before
defcribed have fimilar features, we may conclude from
thofe whom we have feen, and from the original por-
traits of Tasmur and his defcendants, that the Tarrars
in general differ wholly in complexion and counte-
nance from the Hindus and from the Arabs: an ob-
fervation which tends, in fome degree, to confirm the:
account given by modern Zartars themfelves of their
defcent from a common anceftor. Unhappily, their .
Tineage cannot be "proved by authentic pedigrees, o¥
hiftorical monuments ; for all their writings extant,
even thofe in the Moguldialeét, are long fubfequent to
the time of Mukammed ; nor is it poflible to diftinguifh
their genuine traditions from thofe of the Arabs, whofe
religious opinions they have in general adopted. At
the beginning of the fourteenth century, Khwajak
Rafhid, {uarnamed Fadlullah, a native of Kazvin, come
piled his account of the Tartars and Mongals from
the papers of one Pulad, whom the great-grandfon of
Holacu had fent into Tartarifian for the {ole purpofe
of colle¢ting hiflorical information; and the com-
miffion itfelf thows how little the Tartarian princes
really knew of their own origin. From this
work of Rafkid, and from other materials, dbul-
ghazi, king of Khwarezm, compofed m the Mo-
gul language his Genealogical Hyffory, which, hav-
ing been purchafed from a merchant of Bokhare
by fome Swedift officers, prifoners of war 1n
' Stheria, has found its way into feveral. European
“tongues : it contains much valuable matter, but, like
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all Mukammedan hiftoties, exhibits tribes or nations as
individual fovereigns ; and, if Baron De 7ot had not
ftrangely neglected to procure a copy: of the Turtarian .
hiftory, for the original of which he unneceflarily offer-
ed a large fum, we fhould probably have found that it
begins with an account of the deluge, taken from the
Koran, and proceeds to rank Turc, Chin, Tatar, and
Mongal, among the {ons of Yufet. The genuine tra-
ditional hiftory of the Tartars, 1n all the books that I .
have infpected, {eems to begin with Oghuz, as that ~
of the ng}w does with Rama: 'fﬁéf‘pl'z'{%é'fheir mira-
culous hero and patriarch four thoujand years before
Chengiz Kfﬁaﬂ; who was born_1n the year 1164, and
with whofe reign their hiftorical period commences.
1t 1s rather furprizing that Mr. Ba:flly, who makes fre-
quent appeals to etymological arguments, has not de-
nived Ogyges from Oghuz, and Atlas from Atlai, ox
the Golden Mountain of Tartary: the Greek termina-
tions might have been rejetted from both words ; and
a mere tranfpofition of letters is no difficulty with aa
etymologiil.

. My remarks in this addrefs, -Gentlemen, will be
confined to the period preceding Chengiz ; and, al-
though the learned labours of M. de Guignes, and
the Fathers Visdelonw, Dema:lla, and Gaubil, who have
made an incomparable ufe of their Chingfe literature,
exhibit probable accounts of the Turtars from a
very early age; yet the old hiftorians of China were
not only foreign, but generally hoftile to them, and
for both- thofe reafons, either through ignorance or
malignity, may be fulpelted of milicprefenting
their tranfaltions: if they fpeak truth, the anciert
hiftory of the Zartars prefents us, like moft otl er
hiftories, with a feries of afiaffinations, plots, trea-
fons, maflacres, and all the natural fruits of fulfith
ambition. I fhould have no inclination to give
you a fketch of fuch horrors, even. if the oc-
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cafion called for it; and will barely obferv
the firft king of the Hyummus, or Hzm.r, be
reign, according to 71% Jelou, ou, about three i
Jrve hundred and fixty years ago, not long a
time fixed 1n my former dif{courfes for the firf

lar eftablithments of the Hindus and Arabs
feveral countries.

1. Our firft enquiry concerning the langua
etters of the Turturs, prefents us with a de
void, or with a profpect as barren and dreary
ot their deferts. The Tarizars, in general,
lirerature (in this point all authorities appear
cur) ; the Zurcs had no letters ; the Huns, ac
to Procopius, had not even heard of them; the
ficent Chengiz, whofe empire included an area
eighty fquare degrees, could find none of |
Mongals, as the beft authors inform us, able
his difpatches ; and Tuimur, a favage of ftror
ral parts, and paffionately fond of hearing
read to him, could himfelf neither write n
It 1s true that Jbnu Arabfhak mentions a fet
racters called Dilberjin, which were ufed in
¢ he had feen them,” he fays, ¢ and found
« confift of forty-one letters, a diftin@ fymb
¢ appropriated to each long and (hort VOV
¢ to each confonant hard or {oft, or otherwi
* 1n pronunciation ;> but KAasa was in South
tary, on the confines of India ; and, from his
tion of the charalters there in ufe, we car
fufpe& them to have been thofe of Tibez, w
manifeltly Indan, bearing a greater refemt
thole of Bengal than to D cvanagars. The
and eloquent Arab adds, © that the Turtars
¢ write, 1n the Dtlberym letters, all therr
¢ hiftories, their journals, poems, and mif
¢ their diplomas, records of ftate and juftice,
* of Chengiz, their public regifters, and their.
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¢ tions of every fpecies.” If this be true, the people of
Khata muft have been a polifhed, and even a lettered
nation; and it may be true, without affeCting the

. general pofition, that the Tartars were illiterate ; but

Ibnu Arabfhah was a profetled rhetorician, and it is
impoffible to read ‘the original paflage without full
conviction that his objett 1n writing it was to difplay
his power of words in a flowing and modulated pe-

riod. He fays further, that in Jaglmtat, the people of

Oighur, as he calls them, ¢ have a {yltem of fourteen
¢ letters only, denominated, from themfelves, Oighurs;’
and thofe are the charatters which the Mongals are
{fuppofed, by moft authors, to have borrowed. _4bzui-
ghazi tells us only, that Cherngiz employed the natives
of Eighur as excellent penmen; but the Chinefe af-
{ert, that he was forced to employ them, becaufe he
had no writers at all among his natural-born fubje&s ;
and we are affured by many, that Kublaskhan ordered
letters to be invented for his nation by a Tibetian,
whom he rewarded with the dignity of chief Lama.
The {mall number of Eighur: letters might induce us
to believe that they were Zend or Pahlavi, which muft
have been current in that country when it was go-
verned by the fons of Feridun; and, if the alphabet
afcribed to the Eighurians by M Des Hautefrayes be
corret, we may fafely decide, that in many of its
letters it refembles both the Zend and the Syriac, with
a remarkable difference 1n the mode of  connelting
them ; but, as we can fcarce hope to fee a genuine
fpemmen of them, our doubt muft remain in regard to
their form and origin. The page exhibited by Hyde as
Khatayan writing, 1s evidently a {ort of broken Cufick;
and the fine manufcript at Oxford, from which it was
taken, is more probably a Mendean work on {fome reli-
gious fubjet, than, as he imagined, a code of Tarsa-
rian laws. That very ]eamed man appears to have

made a worfe miftake, in giving us for Mongal charac-
“ters a page of writing which has the appearance of

Japanefe, or mutilated Chinefe letters.
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If the Tartars in general, as we have every reafon
to believe, had no written memorials, it cannot be
thought wonderful that their languages, like thofe of
America, {hould have been in perpetual . flutuation,
and that more than fifty diale&s, as Hyde had been
credibly informed, fhould be fpoken betwee.n Mofcowr

+and Clzzmz, by the many kindred tribes or their {eve-

ral branches, which are enumerated by Abulghaz:.
What thofe diale¢ts are, and whether they really {prang
from a common ftock, we (hall probably learn from
Mr. Pallas, and other mdefatxgable men employed by
the Ruffian court ; and 1t 1s from the Rufsians that we
muft expe& the mott accurate information concerning
the Afiatic {ubjeCts: 1 perfuade myfelf that, if their
enquiries be judicioufly made and faithfully reported,

the refult of them will prove that all the languages
properly Tar tdrian, arofe from one common fource ;
excepting always the jargons of fuch wanderers or
mountaineers as, having long been divided from the

“main body of the nation, muft, in a courfe of ages,

have framed feparate idioms for themfelves. The
only Tartarian language of which I have any know-
ledge, is the 7urkifk of Conflantinople, which is how-
ever {o copious, that whoever fhall know. it perfeétly,

will eafily underftand, as we are affured by intelligent
authors, the diale&ts of Tartariffan ; and we may col-
le& from :Abulghazi, that he would find httle diffi-
culty in the Ca?mac and the Mogu/. 1 will.not offend
your ears by a dry catalogue of fimilar words in thefe
different languages; but a careful invefligation has
convinced me that, as the Indian and Arabian tongues
are feverally defcended from a common parent, fo
thofe of Turtary might be traced to one ancient
ftem, eflentially differing from the two others. It
appears, indeed, from a ftory told by A4bulghazi, that
the Pirats and the Mongals could not underftand each
other ; but no more can the Danes and the Englift,

yet their dialetts, beyond a doubt, are branchcs of
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the fame Gothic tree. The diale& of the Moguls, in
which fome hiftories of Tuimur and his defcendants
were originally compofed, is called in India, where a
learned pative {et me right when I ufed another word,
Turci; Bot that it is precifely the fame with the Turk.
¢k of the Othinanlus, but the two.idroms differ, per-
haps, lefs than Swedifk and German, or Spanifh and
- Portuguefe, and certainly lefs than Welfh and Irifh.
In hope of afcertaining this point, I have long fearch.~
ed in vain for the original works afcribed to Taimur
.and Baber ; but all the Moguls with whom 1 have
converfed in this country, refemble the crow in one
of their popular fables, who, having long affected to
walk like a pheafant, was unable, after all, to acquire
the gracefulnefs of that elegant bird, and in the mean
time forgot his own natural gait. They have not
learned the dialet of Perfia, but have wholly forgot-
ten that of their anceftors. A very confiderable part
of the old Tartarian language, which in A4ffa would
probably have been loft, is happily preferved in Eu-
rope ; and, 1if the ground-work of the weftern Turki/k,
when feparated from the Perfian and Arabic, with
which it is embellithed, be a branch of the lot Oghx-
zian tongue, I can affert with confidence that it has
- not the leaft refemblance either to Arabic or Sanfcrit,
and muft have been invented by a race of men wholly
diftin& from the Arabs or Hindus. This fa alone
overfets the {yftem of M. Bailly, who confiders the
Sanfcrit, of which he gives in feveral places a moft
erroneous account, as ¢ A fine monument of his prime=
¢ wal Scythians, zhe preceptors of mankind, and plant-
 ers of a fublime philofophy even in Indiay ff)r he
holds it an 1inconteftable truch, that 2 language whick

" s dead, fuppofes a nation which is deftroyed ; and he
- feems to think fuch reafoning perfetly decifive of
the queftion, without having recourfe to aftronomical
arguments, or the {pirit of ancient inftitutions. For
Iny part, I.defire no better proof than that which the
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language of the Brakimans affords, of an immemoriat
and toral difference between the favages of the moun-
dains, as the old Chinefe juitly called the Tartars, and
the ftudious, placid, contemplative inhabitants of ‘thefe
Indian plains, '

11, The geograplnml reafoning of M. Bailly may,
perhaps, be thought equally thallow, 1f not inconfift-
ent in fome degree with itfelf. ¢ An adoration of the
‘{fun and of fire, fays he, ¢ muft necetfarily have
¢ arfen 1n a cold region ; therefore it muft have been
¢ foreign to India, Peifia, Arabia; therefore it muft
¢ have been derived from. Tartary’. No man, I be-
lieve, who has travelled i1n winter through Bahar, or
has even paffed a cold feafon at Calcutta within the
tropic, can doubt that the {olar warmth is often de-
firable by all, and might have been confidered as ado-
rable by the ignorant in thefe climates; or that the
return of {pring deferves all the falutations which it
receives from the Perfian and Indian poets; not to
rely on certain hiftorical evidence, that Antareh, a
celebrated warrior and bard, actually perifhed with
cold on a mountain of Arabia. To meet, however,
an obje&tion which might naturally enough be made
to the voluntary fettlement and amazing population
of his primitive race, in the icy regions of the north,
he takes refuge in the hypothefis of M. Bugfon, who
imagines that our whole globe was at firft of a white
heat, and has been graduaily cooling from the poles of
the equator; {o that the I—.ﬁpx’rborean countries had
once a delightful temperature ; and Siberia wlelf was
hoiter thun the climate of our temperate zones ; that 1s,
was in too hot a climate, by his firft propofition, for
the primary worfhip of the fun. That the tempera-
ture of countries has not fuftained a change 1n the
lapfe of ages, 1 will by no means infift; but we can
bardly reafon conclufively from a variation of tempe-
rature to the cultivatien and diffufion of {cience. If as
many female elephants and tigrefles as we now find in
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Bengal had formerly littered in the Siberian forefts,
and the young, as the earth cooled, had fought a ge-
nial warmth in the climate of the fouth, 1t would not
follow - that other favages, who migrated in the {ame
dire&ion, and on the fame account, brought religion

and philofophy, language and writing, art and {cience,
into the fouthern latitudes.

We are told by 4bulghazi that the primitive reli-
gion of human creatures, or the pure adoration of one
Creator, prevailed in Turtary during the firft genera-
tions of Yafer, but was exuinét before the birth of
" Oghuz, who reftored it in his dominions ; that, fome
ages after him, the Mongals and the Turcs relapled
into grofs idolatry ; but that Ckengiz was a Theift,
" and, 1n a converfation with the Mukammedarn do&ors,
admitted their arguments for the being and attributes
of the Deity to be unanfwerable, while he contefted
the evidence of their prophet’s legation. From old.
Grecian authorities we learn that the Majlagete wor-
fhipped the fun; and the narrative of an embafly
from Juftin to the Rhaken, or emperor, who then re-
fided in a fine vale near the fource of the Ir#ifk, men-
tions the Turtarian ceremony of purifying the Roman
ambafladors by conducting them between two fires.
The Turtars of that age are reprefented as adorers of
the four elements, and believers in an invifible f{pirit,
to whom .they facrificed bulls and rams. Modern
travellers relate, that, in the feftivals of fome 7Tgrza-
rian tribes, they pour a few drops of a confecrated .
liquor on the ftatues of their gods; after which an
attendant {prinkles a little of what remains three
times toward the fouth, in honour of fire; toward
the weft and eaft, in honour of water and air; and
as often toward the north, in honour of the earth,
which contained the reliques of their deceafed an-
ceftors.  Now all this may be very true, without
proving a national affinity between the Turtars
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and Hindus ; for the Arabs adored the- planets
the beauties of Nature; the Arabs had carved i
ges, and made libations on a black ftone; the A
turned in prayer to different quarters of the
vens; yet we know with certainty, that the )
are a diftinét race from the Tartars ; and we mi
as well infer that they were the fame people, bec:
they had each their Nomades, or wanderers for paf
and becaule the Turcmans, defcribed by Ibmuas
fhak, and by him called Tartars, are, like moft 4
bian tnbcs, pa(’coral and warlike, hofpitable
generous, wintering and {urnmering on different pla
and rich 1n berds and flocks, horfes and camels :
this agreenf¢ht 1n manners proceeds from the fi
Iar nature of their feveral deferts, and their fim
choice of a free rambling life, without evincir
community of origin, which they could fcarce.
had without preferving {fome remnant at leaft

common language.

Many Lamas, we are aflured, or priefts of Bua
have been found fettled in S:iberia ; byt it can h:
be doubted that the Lamas had travelled th
' from T7bet ; whence it 1s more than probable,
the religion of the Bauddhas was imported into Se
. -ern, or Chinefe Tartary; fince we know that r¢
Tibetian writing have been brought even fro
borders of the Cafpian. The complexion of (
himfelf, which, according to the Hindus, was !
white and ruddy, wolld perhaps have convinc
Bailly, had he known the Indian tradition, t
laft great legiflator and god of the eaft was :
tar ; but the Chinefe confider him as a ne
India; the Brahmans infift that he was bo
foreft near Gaya ; and many reafons may lea
fufpe@, that his religion was carried from
and the fouth, to thofe eaftern and northe
trics in which it prevails. On the whole,
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with few or no traces in Sgythia of Indian rites and
fuperftitions, or of that poetlcal mythology with
which the Sanfcrit poems are decarated ; and we may
allow™the 7artars to have adored the Sun with more
reafon than any fouthern people, without admitting
them to have been the fole original inventors of that
univerfal folly, We may even doubt the originality of
their veneration for the four elements, which forms a .
principal part of the ritual introduced by Zeratufkt, a
native of Rai in Perfia, born in the reign of Gu/h-
tafp, whole fon Pashuten i1s beiieved by the Parfis
tohave refided long in Tartary, at a place called Can-
gidiz, where a x‘nagmﬁccnt palace is {aid to have been
built by the father of Cyrus, and where the Perfian
prince, who was a zealot in the new faith, would na-
wrally have diffeminated its tenets among the neighs«-
bouring Turtars.

Of any philofophy, except natural ethics, which the
rudeft fociety requires and experience teaches, we find
no more veftiges in 4fiatic Scythia than in ancient Ara-
bia ; nor would the name of a philofopherand a S¢ythian
bave ever been conne&ed, if Anacharfis had not vi-
fited Athens and Lydia for that intru&ion, which hig
birth-place could not have afforded him: but 4na-
charfis was the {on of a Grecian woman, who had
taught him her language ; and he foon learned to de-
fpife his own. He was unqueftionably a man of 3
Ibund underftanding and fine parts; and, among the
lively fayings which gained him the reputation of a
wit even in Greece, it is related by Diogenes Laertius,
that, when an 4thenian reproached him with being a
qut/uan, he anfwered, ¢ My country 1s, indeed, a d1f~

¢ grace to me; but thou art 2 difgrace to thy country.’
What his country was, in regard to manners and civil
"duties, we may learn from his fate in it; for when, on
his return from Athens, he attempted to reform it by
introducing the wife laws of his friend Sofon, he was

Yor. 11, D
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killed on a hunting party with an arrow, thot by his
own brother, a Scythian chieftain. Such was the
philofophy of M. Bailly's Atlantes, the firft and moft
enlightened of nations! We are aflured, however, by~
the learned author of the Dabiffan, that the Tarturs
under Chkengiz, and his defcendants, were lovers of
truth, and would not even preferve their lives by &
violation of it.  De Guignes afcribes the fame veraci;g, |
the parent of all virtaes, to the Huns; and Siraboy
who niight only méan to lath the Greeks by praifing
Barbarians, as Horace extolled the wandering Scythsans
merely to fatirize his luxurious countrymen, inforrs
us that the nations of Scyshia deferve the praife due
to wildom, heroic friendfhip, and juftice; and this.
praife we may readily allow them on his authority,

without fuppofing them to have been the preceptors
of mankind. | . | -

f

As to the laws of Zamolxis, concerning whom we
know as little as of the Scythian Deucalion, or of
Abaris the Hyperborean, and to whofe ftory even He-
fodotus gave no credit, I lament, for many reafons,
that if ever they exifted they have not been preferved.
It is certain that a fyftem of laws; called Ya/ac, has been
celebrated in Tartary fince the time of Chengiz, who
1s faid to have republifhed them in his empire, as his
inftitutions were afterwards adopted and enforced by
Taimur ; but they feem to have been a cominon or
traditionary law, and were probably not reduced into
writing till Chengiz had conquered a nation who were
able to write. | - ' :

111. Had the religious opinions and allegorical fables
of the Hindus been alually borrowed from Scythia,
travellers muft have difcovered in that country fome -
ancient monuments of them; fuch as pieces of gro-

tefque {culpture, images of the Gods and 4watars,
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and infcriptions on pillars or in caverns, analogous to
thofe which remain' in every -part of the weftern
peninfula, or to thofe which many of us have {een in
Bahar and at Banares ; but (except a few detached
1dols) the only great monuments of Zurtarian anti-
quity are in a line of ramparts on the weft and eaft of
the Cg/pian, alcribed indeed by igporant Mzg/elmans to
Yajuj and Majuj, or Gog and Magog; that is, to the
qytlzmns, but manifeftly raifed by a-very different
nation, in order to ftop their predatory inroads through
the pafles of Caucafus. The Chinefe wall was built,
or finifhed, on a fimilar confirution and for a fimilar
purpofe, by an emperor, who died only two hundred
-and ten years before the beginning of our zra; and
the other mounds were very probably. conftructed by
- the old Perfians, though, like many works of unknown
origin, they are given to Secander, not the Macedo~
man, but a more ancient hero, fuppofed by fome to
bave been Jemshid. It is rclated , that pyramids and
tombs have been found in Zutariflan, or IVeftern Scy-
thia, and {fome remnants of edifices in the lake Sat—
Jon ; that veftiges of a deferted city have been rccent]y
difcovered by the Ruffians near the Cafpiun Sea, and
- the Mountain of Eagles; and that golden ornaments
and utenfils, figures of elks and other quadrupeds in
metal, weapons of various kinds, and even imple-
ments for mining, but made of copper inftead of
iron, have been dug up ia the country of the Tfhudes;
whence M. Ba:lly infers, with great reafon, the high
antiquity of that people : but the high antiquity of
the Tartars, and their eftablithment in that ccuntry
near four thoufand years ago, no man diftutes; we
.are inquiring into their ancient religion and philofophy;
which neither ornaments of go]d nor tocols of copper
‘will prove to have had an athnity wuh the rehyious
rites. and the {ciences of [naia. The golden u tenfils
mlght poiﬁbly Lave becn fabricated by the Tarsars
. Das -
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themfelves ; but it is poflible too, that they v
Tied from Rome or from China, whence o«
embaffies were fent to the kings of Eighur. '
‘the end of the tenth century the Chinefe emp
patched an ambaflador to a prince, named
which, in the Turkifk of Conflantinople, fi
Jion, who refided near the Golden Mountain ;
fame ftation, perhaps, where the Romans had
ceived in the middle of the fixth century. Th
on his return home reported the Eighuris tob
people, with fair ‘complexions, diligent worki
1genious artificers not only 1n°gold, filver;
but 1n jafper and fine {tones ; and the Roman
fore defcribed their magnificent reception
palace adorned with Chine/e manufactures :
times were comparatively modern ; and, ex
fhould admit that the Ejghuris, who are fai
been governed for a period of two thoufanc
an Idecut, or {overeign, of their own race
fome very early age a literary and polithed
would prove nothing in favour of the Hur
Mongals, and other favages to the north of F
feem in all ages before Mukummed, to |
equally ferocious and illiterate,

Without a&ual infpe@ion of the manuf
have been found near the Cyfpian, it wor
poflible to give a corret opinion concern
but one of them, defcribed as written on
~ paper in letters of gold and filver, not unlik
was probably a Tibetsan compofition of the
with that of which lay near the fource of the
of which Cafsiano, 1 believe, rade the fi
verfion, ' Another, if we may judge from t
tion of it, was probably modern Turkift; -
them could have been of great antiquity,

- IV, From ancient monuments, therefor
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Ko proof that the Zariars were themfelves well-in-
m"&éd;:ﬁiﬁ"éﬁ"léﬁ'ﬁat they inftni¢ted the world ;
nor have we any ftronger réafon to conclude from their
general manners and charater, that they had made an
early proficiency in ar#s and feiences. Even of poetry;
the moft univerfal and moft natural of the fine arts,
we find no genuine {pecimens afcribed to them, ex-
cept fome horrible war-fongs exprefled in Perfian by
Ali of Yezd, and poflibly invented by him. After
the conqueft of Perfia by the Mongals, théir princes
indeed encouraged learning, and even made aftrono-
mical obfervations at Sumarkand; as thie Turc became
polithed by mixing with the Perfidns and Arabs,
though their very nature, as one of -their own writers
confefles, kad before been like an incurable difiemper,
and thesr minds clouded with ignorasce i thus alfo the
Mancken monarchs of China have been patrons of the
learned and ingenious ; and the Emperor Kien Long
is, if he be now living, a fine Chinegfe poet. In all
thefe inftances the Tarsars have refenibled the Ro-
mans, who, before they had fubdued Greece, were
Jittle better than tigers in war, and fawsis or fylvans
in fcience and art.

Before 1 left Europe, 1 had infifted in converfation,
that the Tuzuc, tranflated by Major Davy, was never
written by 7Taimur himtelf, at leaft not as Cefar wrote
his Comimentaries, for one very plain reafon, that no
q artarian king of his age could write at all ; and, in
fapport of my opinion, 1 had cited Inu .4rabfhak, who,
though juftly hoftile to the favage by whom his na-
tive city, Damafcus, had been ruined, vet praifes his
tilents and the real greatnefs of his mind ; but adds, -
“ He was' wholly il%irterate; he neither red nor wrote
¢ any thing; and he knew nothing of Arabic;
¢ though of Perfian, Turkifh, and the Mogul diale&,

¢¢ he knew as much as ‘was {ufficient for his purpofe,
¢ and nho more. He ufed with pleafure ta hear hifories

D3
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«¢ read to him, and {o frequently heard the fame book,
¢ that he was able by themory to corret an inaccurate
¢¢ reader.” 'This paffage had no effeft on ‘the tranf<
Iator, whom great and learned men in India had af-
Jured, it feems, that the work was authentic, by which -
he meant compofed by the congueror himfelf : but the
great 1n this country 'might have been unlearned, or
the /earned might not have been great enough to an-
fwer any leading queftion in a manner that oppofed
the declared inclination of a Britift inquirer ; andy
in either cafe, fince no witnefles are named, {o gene-
ral a reference to them will hardiy be thought conclu-
five evidence. On my part, I will name a Mu/elman,
whom we all know, and who has enough both of
greatnefs and of learning to decide the queftion both
impartially and fatisfaGorily: The Nawwab Mozaffer

Jang informed me of his own accord, that no man
of {enfe in Hinduflan believed the work 1o have been
compofed by Taimur, but that his favourite, {urnamed
Hindu Shahk, was known to have written that book and
others, afcribed to his patron, after many confidential
- difcourfes with the Emir, and perhaps nearly 'in the
prince’s words as weéll as in his perfon: a ftory which
Al of Yezd, who attained the court of Tasmur, and
has given us a flowery panegyric inftead of hiftory,
renders highly probable, by confirming the latter part
of the Arabian account, and by a total filence as to the
literary productions of his mafter. It is true, that a
very ingenious but indigent native, whom Davy {up-
ported, has given me a written memorial on the fub-
Je&, in which he mentions Tuimur as the author of
two works in Zurkifh’; but the credit of his informa-
tion 1s overfet by a ftrange apocryphal ftory of a king
of Yemen, who invaded, he fays, the Enur’s domi~
nions, and in whofe library the manufcript was after-
wards found, and tranflated by order of Alifhir, firlk
minifter of Tuimur’s grandfon; and Major Davy him-.
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felf, before he departed from Bengal, told me, th:
he was greatly perplexed by finding in a very ac
curate and old copy of the Tuzuc, which he defigne
to republith with confiderable additions, a particul:
account, written unqueflionably by Taimur, of his ow
death. No evidence, therefore, has been adduce
to thake my opinion, that the Moguls and Tariar.
before their conqueft of India and Perfia, were wholl
unlettered ; although it may be poffible that, eve
without art or {cience, they had, like the Huns, bot
warriors and lawgivers in their own country fome cer

turies before the birth of Chriff.

If learning was ever anciently cultivated in th

~ region to the north of Judia, the feats of it, I hav

reafon to fufpe¢t muft have been Eighur, Cafhgha:
Khata, Chin, Tancut, and other countries of Chine
Tartary, which lie between the thirty-fifth and forty
fifth degrees of northern latitude ; but I fhall, in ar
other difcourfe, produce my reafons for fuppofin
that thofe very countries were peopled by a race allie
to the Hindus, or erlightened at leaft by their vic

ity to India and China ; yet in Tancut, which t

fome 1s annexed to Tibes, and even among its ol
‘inhabitants, the Seres, we have no certain accounts ¢
uncommon talents or great improvements : they we

Jfamed, indeed, for the faithful difcharge of mor

duties, for a pacific difpofition, -and for that long
vity which is often the reward of patient virtues and

.calm temper; but they are faid to have been whol

.indifferent in former ages to the elegant arts, and eve

.to commerce ; though Fadlu'llah had been informe

that near the clofe of the #hirteenth century mar
branches of natural philofophy were cultivated
Cam-cheu, then the metropolis of Serica.

We may readily believe thofe, who aflure us, th
D4
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- "' fome tribes of wandering 7artars had real £%~ _ _
-+, plying herbs and minerals to the purpofe &€

1 cine, and pretended to fkill in magic; but &= Xy,
+*  ral chara&er of their nation feems to have b «=¢
They were profefled hunters or fithers, dw &/
that account in forefts or near great rivers, utad
or rude tents, or in waggons drawn by theu
from ftation to ftation; they were dexterous a_ h
excellent horfeman, bold combatants, appearin .
to flee in diforder for the fake of renewing theirm ¥~
with advantages; drinking the milk of mares,
eating the flelh of colts; and thus in many ref
refembing the old Arabs, but in nothing more
in their love of intoxicating liquors, and in noy\él;

lefs than in a tafte for poetry and the improveme
of their language.

Thus has it been proved, and, in my humble o) __
nion, beyond controverfy, that the far greater part of
Afia has been peopled and inunemorially poficfled by
three confiderable nations, whom, for want of better
names, we may call Hindus, Arabs, and Tartars :
each of them divided and fubdivided into an infinite
number of branches, and all of them fo different in
form and features, language, manners, and religion,
that, if they {prang originally from a.common root,

. they muft have been feparated for ages. Whether more
than three primitive ftocks can be found, or, in other
words, whetlier the Chingfe,” Japanefe, and Perfians,:
are entirely diftin& from them, or formed by their 1n-
termixture, 1 fhall hereafter, if your indulgence to me
continue, diligently inquire. To what conclufions
thefe inquiries will lead, I cannot yet clearly difcern;
but, if they lead to truth, we fhall not regret our
journey through this dark region of ancient hiftory,.
in.which, while we proceed ftep by ftep, and follow

" every glimmering of certain light that prefents itfelf,
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we muft beware of thofe falfe rays and luminous va-
pours which miflead 4fatic travellers, by an appear-
ance of water, but are found on a near approach to

_b_e deferts of fand.
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THE SIXTH
"DISCOURSE:

PERSIANS.

DELIVERED 19 FEBRUARY, 1789,

ettt

]

Gentlemen, |

I TURN with delight from the vaft mountains and

barren deferts of Turan, over which we travelled
laft year with no perfect knowledge of our courfe, and
requeft you now to accompany me on a literary jour-

-ney through one of the moft celebrated and moft

beautiful ¢ountries in the world : a country, the hif-

L il T e~

‘tory and languages of which, both ancient and ‘mo-
dern, I have long attentively ftudied, and on which
I may without arrogance promife you more pofitive
-1nformation than 1 could poffibly procure on a na-

tion {o difunited and fo unlettered as the Tarsars: I
mean that which Europeans improperly call Perfia,

------

-the name of a fingle province being applied to the

whole empire of Iran, as it is correctly denominated -
by the prefent natives of it, and by the learned Mu/el-
mans who refide in thefe Britifk territories, To give
you an account of its largeft boundaries, agreeably to
my former mode of defcribing India, Arabia, and

\
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‘Tartary, between which it lies, let us begin with the
fource of the great Affyrian ftream Euphrates (as the
Greeks, according to their cuftom, were pleafed to
mifcall the Forat) and thence defcend 1o its mouth
in the Green Sea, or Perfian Gulf, including in our
line fome confiderable diftrits and town$ on both
fides of the river; then, coafting Perfia, properly fo
named, and other Jranian provinces, we come to the
Delta of the Sindhu or Indhs; whence afcending to
the mountains of Cafkghar, we difcover its fountains
and thofe of the Jaihun, down which we are condu&s
ed to the Cafpian, which formerly perhaps i-entered,
though it lofes itfelf now in the fands and lakes of
Kirwarezn. We next are led from the Sea of K#ozar,
by the banks of the Cur, or Cyrus, and along the
Cuucafean tidges to the fhore of the Euwine, and
thence by the feveral Grecian Seas to the point whence
we took our departure, at no confiderable diftance
from the Mediterranean. We cannot but include the
Lower Afia within this outline, becaufe it was uns
~ queftionably a part of the Perfian, if not of the old
Affyrian empire ; for we know that it was under the
dominion of Caikhefran ; and Diodorus, we find, al-
Terts, that the kingdom of 7roas was dependent on
Affyria, fince Priam implored and obtained fuccours
from his emperor Teutanes, whofe name approaches
nearer to Zahmuras than to that of any other Afy-
rian monarch. Thus may we look on Irasn as the no-
. bleft {fland (for {o the Greeks and the Arabs would
- -have called it) or at leaft as the nobleft peninficla on -
!/ this habitable globe ; and if M. Builly had fixed on it
" " as the .Atlantis of Plato, he might have fupported his
opinion with far {tronger arguments than any that he
has adduced in favour of New Zembla. If the account,
“indeed, of the_dtlantes be not purely an Egyptian, or
an Usopian fable, I'fhould Be more inclined to “place
-thetn in fran than in any region with which I am aee
quainted. | -
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It may feem ftrange, that the ancient hiftory of fo
diftingunifthed an empire -fhould be yet fo imperfectly

 known ; but very fatisfattory reafons may be affigned

for our ignorance- of it: the principal of them are
the fuperficial knowledge of the Greeks and Jews,
and the lofs of Perfian archives, or hiftorical compo-
fiions.” “That the Grecian writers, before Xenophon,
had 70 acquaintance with Perfia, and that «// their
accounts of 1t are wholly fabulous, 1s a paradox too

extravagant to be ferioufly maintained : but their con-

ne¢tion with it in war or peace had. indeed beenge-

nerally confined to bordering kingdoms under feuda-
tory princes; and the firft Perfian emperor, whofe
life and charaéter they {feem to have known with tole-

“table accuracy, was the great Cyrus, whom I call,

without fear of contradiftion, Caikhofrau ; for 1 (hall
then only doubt that the Khofrau of Firdawfi was
the Cyrus of the firt Greek hiftorian, and the hero
of the oldeft political and moral romance, when I
doubt that Lowuis Quatorze and Lew:s the Fourteenth
were one and the fame French King. It 1s utterly in,
credible that two different princes of Perfia {hould
each have been born in a foreign and hoftile territory ;
fhould each have been doomed to death in his infancy
by his maternal grandfather, in confequence of por-
tentous dreams, real or invented; fhould each have

‘been faved by the remorfe of his deftined murderer ;

and fhould each, after a fimilar education among
herdfmen, as the fon of a herdfman, have found
means to revifit his paternal kingdom; and having
delivered 1t, after a long and triumphant war, from the
tyrant who had invaded it, thould have reftored it to
the fummit of power and magnificence! Whether fo
romantic a ftory, which is the fubje of an epic poem
as majeftic and entire as the J/iad, be hiftorically true,
we may feeél perhaps an inclination to doubt; but it
cannot with reafon be denied, that the outline of &

selated to a fingle hero, whom the Afiatics, converfs
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ing with the father of European hiftory, defcribed
according to their popular traditions by his true name,
which the Greek alphabet could not exprefs : nor will
a difference of names affcct the queftion, fince the
Greeks had little regard for truth, which they fzcrificed:
willingly s0 #he graces of their language, and the
nicety of their ears; and, if they could render foreign
words melodious, they were never {olicitous to make
them exact; hence they probably formed Cambyses
from Cambakhfh, or granting defires, a title rather
than a name; and Xerxes from Sh.ryyi, a prince and
warrior in the Shahnamak, or from Shirfhah, which
might alfo have been a title; for the Afiatic princes
have conftantly afflumed new titles or epithets at dif-
ferent periods of their lives, or on diffcrent occafions ;
-a cuftom which we have feen prevalent in our own
times both in Iren and Hindwflan, and which has
been a fource of great confufion even 1n the fcriptural
accounts of Babylonian occurrences. Both Greeks
and Jews have in fa&t accommodated Perflan names
to their own articulation j; and both feem to have dif~ |
regarded the native literature of Iran, without which
they could at moft attain but a general and imperfe&
knowledge of the country. Asto the Perfizns thems
felves, who were contemporary with the Jews and
Greeks, they muft have been acquainted with the hif-
tory of their own times, and with the traditional ac-
counts of paft ages; but for a reafon, which will pre-
fently appear, they chofe to confider Cayumers as the
~ founder of their empire; and, in the numerous dif-
tra&ion which followed the overthrow of Dara,
efpecially in the great revolution on the defeat of
Yezdegird, their civil hiftories were loft, as thofe of
India have unhappily been, from the folicitude of
the priefts, the only, depofitaries of their learning, to
preferve their books of law and religion at the expence
of all others. Hence it has happened, that nothing

remains of genuine Perfian hiftary before the dynafty
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of Safan, except a few ruftic traditions and fables,
which furmthed materials for the Skaknamah, and
which are ftill fuppofed to exift in the Pash/avi lan-
guage. All the annals of the Pifhdadi, or Affyrian
race, muft be confidered as dark and fabulous; and
thofe of the Cayan: family, or the Medes and Perfians,
as heroic and poeticr! ; though the lunar eclipfes,
faid to be mentioned by Prolemy, fix the time of
Gufktafp, the prince by whom Zeratuft was pro-
tected, of the Parthian kings defcended from Ar-
Jhac or Arfaces, we know little more than the names ;
but the Sefanis had {o long an intercourfe with the
emperors of Rome and Byzantium, that the period
of their dominion may be called an hiftorical age.
In attempting to afcertain the beginning of the 4/Jy-
rian empire, we are deluded, as in a thoufand inftances,
by names arbitrarily impofed. It had been festled
by chronologers, that the firft monarchy eftablithed
it Perfiz was the Affyrian; and Newton, findin

fome of opinion that it rofe in the firft century aE
ter the Flood, but unable by his own calculations to
extend it farther back than fevern hundred and ninety
years before Chrif}, rejeted part of the old fyftem,
and adopted the reft of it; concluding, that the 44
Jfyrian monarchs began to reign about two hundred
years after Solomon, and that, in all preceding ages,
the government of -Jran had been divided into {everal
petty ftates and principalities.  Of this opinion I con-
fefs myfelf to have been; when, difregarding the wild
chronology of the Mufelmans and Gabrs, 1 had al-
lowed the utmoft natural duration to the reigns of
eleven Pifhdad: kings, without being able to add
ore than a hundred years to Newtor’s computation.
It feemed indeed unaccountably ftrange, that, although
Abrakam had found a regolar monarchy in Egype;
although the kingdom of Yemen had juft pretenfions
to very high antiquity ; although the .Chinefz, in the
twelfth century before our ®ra, had made approaches
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at leaft to the prefent form of their extenfive domi-
nion ; and although we can hardly fuppofe the firft
Indian monarchs to have reigned lefs than three thou-
fand years ago, yet Perfia, the moft delightful, the
moft compatt, the moft defirable country of them
all, fhould have remained for fo many ages unfettled
and difunited. A fortunate difcovery, for which I
was firft indebted to Mir Mukammed Hufain, one of
_ the moft intelligent Mufelmans in India, has at once
- diffipated the cloud, and caft a gleam of it on the
primeval hiftory of Iran and of the human race, of
which T had long defpaired, and which could hardly
have dawned from any other quarter.

The rare and interefting tralt on fwelve different
religions, entitled the Dabiffin, and compofed by a
" Mohammedan traveller, a native of Cafimir, named
Mohfan, but diftinguithed by the affumed furname of
Fani, or perifhable, begins with the wonderfully curi-
ous chapter on the religion of Hufhang, which was
long anterior to that ot Zeratufkt, but had conti-
nued to be fecretly profefled by many learned Per-
fans even to the author’s time; and feveral of the
moft eminent of them, diffenting in many points
from the Gabrs, and perfecuted by the ruling powers
ot their country, had retired to Judia; where they
compiled a pumber of books, now extremely {carce,
which Mokfan' had perufed, and with the writers of
which,. or with many of them, he had contrated an
intimate friendfhip. From them he learned, that a
powerful monarchy had been eftablithed for .ages in
Jran before the acceflion of Cayumers; that it was
called the Makabadian dynafty, for a reafon which
will foon be mentioned ; and that many princes, of
whom feven or eight are only named in the Dab:ifan,
and among them Mahbul, or Muka Beli, had raifed
their empire to the zenith of human glory. - If we
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€an rely on this evidence, which to me appears unex-
ceptionablé, the Jranian monarchy muft haveé been
the oldeft in the world ; but it will remain dubious
to which of the threé ftocks Hindu, Arabiin, or Tar-
gar, the fitht Kings of Irar beloriged ; or whethier they
Iprang from & fourth racé diftinct from any of the
others ; and thefe are quéftiohs which we (Hall be able;
I imaginé, to anfwer precifely, when we have carefully
inquired irto the lan‘g'ualges anid Jessers, réligion and
dhilofophy, and incidentally intd the aris and feiences;
of thé ancient Perfians,

I Ini the few and important remarks which I am
going 10 offer on the ancient lariguages and characters
of Irdn; 1 atm fenfible that you muft give me credit
for many affertions which, on this occafion, it is im-
poffible to prove; foi I thould ill deferve your indul=
gent atiention, if | were to abufe it by repeating a
dry lift of detachéd woids, and préfenting you with
a vocabulary inftéad of a differtation; but, fince I
have no fyfteni to rhaintaih, drid have hot f{uffered
imagination t6 delude my judgmiént ; fince 1 Have ha-
biriited myfelf to formi opinions of mern and things
from evidence, which is the only fohd bafis of civil;
as experinient 15 of ratural knowledge ; and fince I
have tmaturely confidéred the queftions which I mean
to difcufs, you will not, I am perfudded, {ufpe& my
teftimony, or think thdt I go too far, when I af-
fure you, thdt I will aflert nothing pofitively which
I am not able fatisfitorily to denmtonftrate. When
Muhamired was born, ahd Anishitavan, whom he calls
the Juff King, fat on the throne of Perfia; two lan-
cudges dppear to have been generally prevalent in theé
'&E&tfcmpite of Iran ; that of the Cour#, thence named
Deri, which was only a refined and elegant diale of
the Parfi, fo calfed from the province, of which Ski-
4% .is now the capi‘al, and that of the learned, in
which trioft books were compofed, and which had the

Vor.Il, |
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name of Pallavi, either from the keroes who fpoke
it in former times, or from Paklu, a track of land |
which included, we are told, fome confiderable cities
of Irak. The ruder diale&ts of both were, and, I be-
lieve, ftill are {poken by the ruftics in feveral pro-
vinces; and in many of them, as Herat, Zabul, Si-
tan, and others, dlﬁm& idioms were vernacular, as it
happens in every kingdom of great extent. = Befides
the Parfi and Pahlgui, a very ancient and abftrufe
tongue was known to the priefts and philofophers,
called the language of the Zend, becau(P a book on
religious and moral duties, which ¢hey held facred,
and which bore that name, had been written in 1t;
while the Pazand, or comment on that work, was
compofed in Palilovi 7, as a more popular idiom; but -
a learned follower of Zeratufht, named Ba?mzan, who
lately digd 1n Calcutta, where he had lived with me
as a Perfian reader about three years, aflured me that
the Jessers of his prophet’s book were properly called
Zend, and the language Avefla, as the words of the
Vedus are Sanfcrit, and the charaters Nagari; or as
the old Sagas and poems of Iceland were exprefled in
Runic letters. Let us however, in compliance with cufs
tom, give thé name of Zend to the facred language of
Perfia, until we can find, as'we fhall very foon, a fittér
appellatlon forit. The Zend and the old Paklavi are
almoft extin@ in Tran; for among fix or feven thou-
fand Gabrs, who' refide chiefly at Yezd, and in Cir-
man, there are very few who can read Paklavi ; and
fcarce any who even boaft of knowing the Zend 5
while the Parfi, which remains almoft pure in the
Shaknamah, has now become by the intermixture of
numberlefs Arabic words, and many imperceptible
changes, a new language exquifitely polithed by a fe-
ries of fine writers in profe and verfe, and analogous
to ize different idioms gradually formed in Europe af-
ter the {ubverfion. of the Roman empire : ‘but with
modern Pejfiin we have no concern'in our prefent in- .
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%iry, which I confine to the ages that preceded the
ohammedan conqueft. Having twice read the works
of Feirdaufi with great attention fince I applied my:
{elf to the ftudy of old Indian literature, I can aflure
you with LOHﬁanCC, that hundreds of Par/i nouns
are pure Sanfcrit, with no other change than fuch-as
may be obferved in the numerous bhsfhas, or verna-
cular diale@®s of India; that very many Persian im-
peratives are the roots of Sanfcriz verbs; and that
even the moods and tenfes of the Persian verb fub-
ftantive, which is the modzl of all the reft, are dedu-
cible from the Sanfcriz by an eafy and clear analogy ¢
we may hence conclude, that the Parfi was derived,
like the various Indian diale&s, from the language of
the Brahmans ; and I muft add, that in the .pure Per-
sian 1 find no trace of any Arabian tongue,except what
proceeded from the known intercourfe between the
Perﬁans and Arabs, elpecially in theitime of Bakram,
who was educated in Arabia, and whofe Arabic verfes
are ftil extant, together with his heroic line in Ders,
which many fuppofe to be the firflt attempt at Persian
verfification in Arabian metre; but, without having re-
courfe to other arguments, the composition of words, In
which the genius of the Persian delights, and which -
that of the Arabic abhors, is a decifive proof that the
Parfi fprang from an Indwm, and not from an Arabian
flock. Confidering languages as mere inftruments of
knowledge, and having firong reafons to doubt the
exiftence of genuine books-in Zend or Paklavi (efpe-
cially fince the well-informed author of the Dab;flan
affirms the work of Zeratufht to have been loft, and

its place fupplied by a recent compilation) I had no
inducement, though I had an opportunity, to learn

what remains of thofe ancient languages ; but I often

converfed on them with my friend BaAman ; and both

of us were convinced after full conﬁderatlon, that the

Zend bore a {trong relemblance to Sunfcriz, and the

Pahlavi to Arabic, Hcélad at my requeft tranflated
&
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- wverb mamruniten, to fing, with its forms zamrunems, 1
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into ' Pahlavi the fine infcription exhibited in the

Gulifian, on the diadem of Cyrus; and I had the pa-

ticnce to read the Tift 'of words from the Pazand in the
appendix to the Farkangs Jehangiri. T his examina-
tion gave me perfe¢t convittion that the Pahklav
was a diale® of the Chaldaic ; and of this curious fa&
¥ will exhibit ‘a fhort proof. By the nature of the
Chaldéan tongue, moft words ended in the firft long

]

vowel, like fhemia, heaven ; and that very word, un- |

altered in a fingle letter, we find in the Pazend, toge-
ther with Jas/a, night; meyd, water; mira, fire;
matra, rain 3 and a multitude of others, all Arabic or
Hebrew, with a ‘Chaldzan termination ; o zamar, by

a beautiful metaphor, from pruning rees, means in .

Hebrew to compofe verfes, and thence, by an eafy

tranfition to sing them; and in Pahlavi we fee the
.sing, and zamrunid, he fang ; the verbal terminations
cof the Persian being added tq the Chaldaic root.
XNow all thofe words are integral parts of the lan-

.guage, not adventitious to it like the Arabic nouns
.and verbals engrafted on modern Perfian; and this

diftinétion - convinces: me, that the diale& of  the

. .Gabrs, which they pretend 1o be that of Zeratufht,
-and of which Bakman gave me a variety of written

{pecimens, is a late invention of their priefts, or {fub-

fequent at lealt to the Mufelman. invafion; for,
:aithough it may be pofiible that a few of their facred

books were preferved, as he ufed to aflert, in fheets
of lead or copper, at the botom of wells near Yezd,
yet, as the conquerors had not only a fpiritual, but a

.political intereft in perfecuting a warlike, robuft, and

indignant race of irreconcileable, conquered fubjeéts,

.a long ume muft have elapfed, before the hidden
Acrniptures could bave been fafely brought to light,
-and few, who could perfeCtly underftand them,

muft then have remained; but, as they continued

‘to profefs among themfelves the religion of their

forefathers, it then became expedient for the Mubeds
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to fupply the loft or mutilated works of their legif-
lator %y new compofitions, partly from their imper-
fe& recolle&tion, and partly from fuch moral and re-
ligious knowledge as they gleaned, moft probably,
among the Chriffians, with whom they had an inter<
courfe. One rule we may fairly eftablith in deciding
the queftion, Whether the books of the modern Gabrs
were anterior to the invafion of the Arabs? When
an Arabic noun occurs in them, changed only by the
{pirit of the Chaldean idiom ; as werta for werd, a
rofe ; daba for dhahab, gold; or deman for zeman,
time, we may allow it to have been ancient Pahlavi;
but when we meet with verbal nouns or infinitives,
evidently formed by the rules of Arabian grammar,
we ‘may be fure that the phrafes in which they occur
are comparatively modern; and not a fingle paflage
which Bahkman produced from the books of his relie
gion would abide this teft.

We come now to the language of the Zend; and
here I muft impart a difcovery which I lately made,
and from which we may draw’ the moft interefting
confequences. M. _Anguetil, who had the merit of
undertaking a voyage to Indsa, in his earlieft youth,
with no other view than to recover writings of Zera-
sufkt, and who would have acquired a brilhant repu-
tation in France, if he had not {ullied it by his immo-
derate vanity and virulence of temper, which alienated
the good-will even of his own countrymen, has ex-.
hibited in his work, entitled Zendavefla, two vocabu-
laries 1n Zend and Pahlavi, which he had found in
an approved colleCtion of Rawayas, or Traditional
Pieces, 1n modern Perfian. Of his Pahlavi ne more
need to be faid than that it ftrongly confirms my opi-
nion concerning the Chaldaic origin of that language 3
but, when I perufed the Zend gloffary, I was inexpref-
fibly furprized to find that fix or feven words in ten

- Were pure Senfirit, and even fome of their inflexions

k3







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































