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In his play Julius Caesar Shakespeare has Cassius remark to his friend and
compatriot, Brutus, with specific reference to the public life and achieve-
ments of the Emperor: "Honor is the subject of [my] story. "1 While "honor",
in the precise sense in which these Roman compatriots conceived of it, is not
the subject of our "story", there is a moral sense in which the concept of honor,
viewed as a singular quality of spirit, provides a leitmotif to illustrate and il-

lumine the person and public ministry of Dr. David Ewert, the honoree of
this Festschrift.

I begin this essay in appreciation of David Ewert by suggesting that he has
manifested himself as a "man of honor" in this moral sense by the way in
which he has always viewed the key experiences of his own life and voca-
tional ministry. Revealing glimpses into the earliest years of Ewert’s life,
from the days of his birth (1922) in the southern Ukraine to the time of the
family’s more permanent settlement in the Coaldale (Alberta) area (1930),
are provided within the dramatic story recounted in an unpublished docu-
ment entitled "Pilgrims and Strangers: The Story of Our Exodus from Rus-
sia and Settlement in Canada."® It was David Ewert who first encouraged
his father, David Ewert, Sr., to set down the memorable details of this "fami-
ly story" and himself translated it into the English language so that it might
serve as a continuing testimonial to the grace and goodness of God as ex-
perienced by the Ewert family during those earliest and often arduous years.
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PREFACE

This publication, sponsored by the Mennonite Brethren Bible College, recog-
nizes the valued service of Dr. David Ewert to the church, particularly to the
Mennonite Brethren Church. The volume comes upon the occasion of his
retirement as President of the College.

As the introductory essay, "In Appreciation of Dr. David Ewert," reveals,
Ewert spent almost all of his adult life in a teaching ministry, most of it at
MBBC. He was a man who loved the classroom, but he equally loved the
pulpit. The pulpit became an extension of his teaching ministry and, conver-
sely, the classroom was a preparation for a ministry in the church. Dr. Ewert’s
unequivocal commitment to the Bible--the New Testament in particular--and
to the church makes the title, The Bible and the Church, quite appropriate.

The essays have been arranged in two parts in keeping with the two-fold in-
terest and commitment of the man in whose honor they are being published.
The first part of the book addresses issues pertaining to church life and min-
istry, and the second to the interpretation of the text of Scripture. These
divisions are, of course, not absolute and a few essays might well have been
included in the other category. Perhaps this exigency is as it should be, for
neither the Bible nor the church exists independently of the other.

The various contributions to the volume come from persons associated in
some way with Professor Ewert. And the subject matter in each case reflects
in some manner an area of interest exhibited in his life and ministry. Some
of the contributors have been students of Dr. Ewert, and others colleagues.
But all acknowledge the fine and faithful service which he has rendered in
the name of Jesus Christ to the Christian community.
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The Editorial Committee express their sincere appreciation to the writers of
the essays for their readiness to participate in this undertaking. They have
done so admirably. Indebtedness must also be recorded with respect to those
who typed the manuscripts, to Fred Koop for designing the book jacket, and
to Gilbert Brandt of Kindred Press for consultation and expertise in bringing
the project to its completion. An expression of our gratitude is also due to
the Board of Higher Education of the Canadian Conference for encouraging
the Faculty to proceed with this project.
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V. George Shillington
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