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A? the time that you read this, science fiction has just received as important
@ distinction as has ever been bestowed upon it by a critic of mainstream
literature: Martba Foley's THE BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES 195§
(Honghton Mifflin), which appears almost simultancously with this issue,
contains Judith Merril’s Dead Center (F&'SF, November, 1955). Miss
Foley, most eminent of judges of roday’s shors stery, has occasionally in-
cluded s.f. in her annuals before, bur always from *‘slick,” ** quality’" or
“litthe magazine’’ sources; she has frequently cited s.f. (particularly, I'm
plm.ml to say, from FQ'SF) in ber lists af ““Distinctive Short Stories’’ and

"“Distinctive Volumes of Shert Stories’’; and now ar last she grants full
recognition 10 a story from a popular, '’ pulp’ s.f. magazine. It's not sur-
prising that the first author to atrain this critical Mach 1 is Judith Merril.
“I am,"”. Foley has written, ** in quest of literary adventure. When I feel
that I bave had an adventure in reading a story, when I think reading it
has been a memorable experience, I bope that the readers of this volume also
will find it memorable.” Far it is this quality of memorability — deriving
from personal emotional impact in writing of the people of the future rather
than the things or theorites — that has marked Merril's fiction, from ber
striking debur-story That Only 2 Mother (Astounding, June, 1948)
through her novel saapow oN THE HEARTE (Doubleday, 1950) on to Dead
Center . .. . and to Project Nursemaid. The longest Merril story in five
years, this short novel tells of a Project, yes — a fascinatingly detailed
attempt to adfust the buman race to low- and null-gravity; but primarily
3t is @ story of people, and a tender and memorable one.

Project Nursemaid

by JUDITH MERRIL

THE GIRL IN THE WAITING ROOM WAS
very young, and very ill at ease.
She closed the magazine in her lap,
which she had not been reading, and
“leaned back in the chair, determined

to relax. It was an interview, noth-
ing more. If they asked too ‘many
questions or if anything happened
that looked like trouble, she could

just leave and not come back.
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T00 LOVELY TO LIVE

(formerly ''Miscast for Murder’’)
by Ruth Fenisong
Bess Culhane had to see her father. She

didn’t know about the once-lovely woman
lying on his hotel bed, her dark hair
matted with blood. . . . neatly plotted
. . . the Boston Globe.
A BESTSELLER MYSTERY

LUST TO KILL

(formerly ''A Fish for Murder')
by Edward Lee

Red Blake knew that the scantily clad
women and the humming roulette
wheels held the threat of sudden
death for him — by a murderer
whose blood lust bore the mark of
madness. “. .. speedy and violent

. .. Saturday IFeview.

A JONATHAN PRESS MYSTERY






