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QAU AND BADARI

VOLUME III.

CHAPTER 1.

DETAILS OF MIDDLE KINGDOM GRAVES.

1. The following graves of the xi-xiith dyns. call
for special comment. These notes are supplementary
to the Register pl. ii.

409. Adult female, crouched, and undisturbed.
One pot in position near the head. Probably two
necklaces, one of alternating blue glaze spheroids
and cylinders, typical of the xiith dyn., and the
other of blue glaze ring beads with a glazed quartz
pendant as centre-piece. 4

452. A young female with a similar pot, but
the body supine and extended. On the chest a
bunch of grapes amulet in blue glaze (584) with
odd beads in blue glaze, 'amethyst, black paste,
carnelian and lazuli (types in the Tomb Register).

604. The pot 4oa was above 334.

734. Adult female, extended on left side. Pot
6on in N.E. corner, with the dish 2f; vertical at
north end. At the neck a string of amethyst
spheroids ; another of small blue glaze ring beads
with a silver disk at the centre; a third of small
green glaze barrels, with a dark amethyst scarab
and nine hawks (two of turquoise, three of felspar,
and four of lazuli). Round the waist a string of
smaller amethyst and garnet spheroids with an
amethyst scarab; another of carnelian spheroids
with one wzat, one barrel, and one cylinder, all of
carnelian; and a third string of green glaze * finger-
moulded " spheroids with a green jasper barrel and
a scarab with scrolls. On the arms were four strings
.of beads; (1) small green glaze barrels and one
green and black glaze drop; .(2) small garnet and
two amethyst spheroids, one amethyst flattened
barrel, four copper rings, and an amethyst scarab;
(3) small green glaze with a green stone scaraboid ;
and (4) carnelian and green glaze spheroids with
a ribbed carnelian barrel. Only one scarab was

inscribed.

g65. Child extended, supine, with a long string
of cowries and thin disk beads of black glaze, and
another of white shell and blue glaze ring beads
with ten carnelian spheroids.

1207. Female turned slightly to left side. One
necklace of small ring beads in blue and black
glaze, and another of * finger-moulded ” spheroids
of blue glaze. The scarab (pl. iv, 12) was probably
on the small string. The mirror was lying over
the pelvis near the left hand.

1219. Small child with beads at neck, probably
in two strings, one of carnelian, amethyst, and
garnet beads, with a carnelian lion, the other of
shell ring beads with a blue glazed steatite barrel.

2. 1405. A very curious find. The xiith dyn.
burial had been almost entirely removed by the
digging of two Roman graves which lay at right
angles to it at the same level. The pelvis and
femora of the original burial were all that remained,
yet round these was a fine lot of carnelian, amethyst,
and garnet beads, in graduated sizes.

1415. Adult female, supine and extended. The
pot 417 stood in the N.E. corner of the grave, and
the little pottery vase 59z, west of the pelvis.
Just west of the head was a group of four little
alabaster and two model clay vases, together with
the model amulet-case (pl. iii, 1-7) and one of the
two scarabs (pl. iv, 3, 4).

1453. A very roughly cut rock chamber on the
hill-side containing what had once been a fine
M. K. burial. Amongst the pottery were several
little bowls (57 and 5m,), and the base of a 54¢
painted with a large ankh in blue. Not entered
in the Register is a scrap, I in. long, of the narrow
cylindrical neck of a blue glaze vase with handle.

4977. Adult female, head and shoulders robbed.
Pot in S.E. corner of grave. Worn and broken
alabaster vase under knees. Various beads of blue
and black glaze, one string of small spheroids



2 THE MIDDLE KINGDOM PERIOD.

being threaded in groups of each colour. A few
floral beads 47j, and a thin silver disk, both
characteristic of the period, were also found. For
another disk see PEET, Cemeteries of Abydos III,
p. 24.

4999. The beads include one string of blue and
one of black glaze “ finger-moulded ” spheroids.

5003. Adult female extended on right side with
a scarab (pl. iv, 14) and a small black glaze pendant
(pl. iv, 44p,), both at neck.

5218. Disturbed female. Coffin- with square
corners not mitred. Cup of pottery with bright
pink wash. Two small Spatha shells lying face
to face enclosing a little flint flake, while a second
flake lay beside them. The wooden mirror-handle,
in good preservation, is an exceptional object;
but there was no mirror. Copper mirrors were
commonly found, but the handles were not
preserved.  The centre-piece (pl. iv, 18), with
concentric circles, is interesting as the date of
the burial is probably xith dyn. judging by the
pottery cup.

5323. The limestone seated figure of the lady
Hen-ab (pl. x, 1-3) was found in two pieces among
rubbish thrown out from graves by modern
plunderers. For the inscription see pl. iv, 22,
and Chapter XVIII.

3. #120. This tomb is dated to the M. K. by the
three alabaster vases; otherwise the pottery would
have placed it rather earlier.

7144. Half of a cylinder was found in this
gravereading “....... hat,” doubtless Amenembhat.

7251. At a depth of g ft. there was a ledge 2 ft.
broad running the whole length of the shaft. At
6 ft. down there was a disturbed child burial with
carnelian beads.

Temple at Badari. Mention has been made of
M. K. pottery in the debris of the first temple
(0. and B. I., p. 20). The only types which could
be determined from the sherds were hemispherical
bowls in red or in brown ware (7m, Harageh),
and types 7g,, and 88z, pl. iii.

CHAPTER 1II.

SUMMARY OF THE MIDDLE KINGDOM PERIOD.

4. The graves of a distinctively xiith dyn.
character are few in number both at Qau and
Badari. In fact, it seemed at first as if the typical
pottery of the period, as we knew it at Rigqeh,
Harageh, and Lahun, was not in use at Qau, and
that other forms found there might be of that date.

As the excavations proceeded, however, the usual
type appeared in a few graves, and we were led
to the conclusion that the great prosperity of
the First Intermediate period in the district had
come to an end early in the xiith dyn.

The eastern portion of the South Cemetery
at Qau contained the latest Intermediate graves
and also some of the Middle Kingdom. Other
burials of the Middle Kingdom were scattered
about in the western and northern portions, and
there were some in Cemetery 400. The North
Cemetery was almost completely of Second Inter-
mediate date, but contained a few earlier and
later burials.

On the hillside below the great tombs at Qau
there were some very definitely xiith dyn. graves
(1450), and also in the plain (1400), agreeing with
the date of the latest rock-tombs. At Hemamieh
there were no burials of this period, but at Badari
there were several near the village of Sheikh ‘Esa
in Cemeteries 4900 and 5200.

The Tombs. These were, for the most part,
simple graves, only one or two tombs with chambers
to the north or south being recorded. As might
have been expected we did not find any case of
a First Intermediate tomb being reused in the
xiith dyn.; but there was an instance of a Middle
Kingdom burial in a vith dyn. tomb with chamber
on west.

The Attitudes. All the bodies were extended
except 5250, whose knees were slightly bent, and
409, which, most surprisingly, was crouched. The
query in the Register is due to the fact that the
position of the arms was uncertain. There is no
doubt of the date of this burial, and it is interesting
to find the crouched position in a purely Egyptian
interment at so late an age. One other contracted
burial, 5259, of M. K. date, being that of a child,
need not be considered. Ten bodies lay more
or less on their sides (nine left and one right). Two
were supine, one with face to left, the other with
face to right. Seven were supine with face up.
In all cases the hands were either at the sides or
over the pelvis.

5. The Pottery. Pl iii. This calls for little
comment. Type 49¢ from grave 44I may be rather
later than xiith dyn. as the form occurs in many
Second Intermediate graves at Qau (pl. xvi, 61).
Type 5974 is a last survival of the “ toilet vases "’
of the vith-xith dyns. (Q. and B. I1., pl. xci, 80-87).
Of the previously published types, the hemi-
spherical bowls, 7, and the flare mouthed vases,
38, are very characteristic of the age. The two
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fragments of coarse dishes (pl. ix, 26, 27) are
unfortunately neither of them dated; but see
Sect. 19, tomb 7024). No. 26 is from the level
ground below the rock tombs of Qau, while 27
comes from a stairway tomb in the South Cemetery
where O. K. pottery was found mixed with Second
Intermediate. Probably both are to be placed
in the Middle Kingdom or soon after. No. 27 shows
a Set animal with erect tail in a landscape of bushes.
The Beads. Pl iv. for new forms. Old forms
are typed from the Corpus in Harageh. The continu-
ance of the floral beads 47j, which are found at
the end of the previous period may be noted.
The ball beads in glaze 79g are typical. They
seem to have been moulded in the fingers and
pierced when soft before glazing; the core shows
radiating cracks at the hole where the piercer
emerged, this being the smaller of the two apertures.
The threading of glazed ball beads alternately
with cylinders in a necklace is commonly found
at this time; see PEET, Cemeteries of Abydos I1I,
P- 24. Amethyst is the most noteworthy material
for beads of the xiith dyn.; it is frequently found
then, but hardly at all in the previous and sub-
sequent periods. The same remark applies to the
less common garnet, and still rarer haematite.
6. The Stone Vases. Pl. iii. The cylinder vases
(1, 2), with the clay models (3, 4), show the M. K.
form with scarcely perceptible foot, following the
flanged foot of the late First Intermediate period
(Q. and B. I., pl. xxvi, 31-35). With them we find
the earliest of the true * kohl-pots” (5, 8-10).
These it would seem have the interior hollowed
out to conform with the contour, thus distinguishing
them from the xviiith dyn., examples with a tubular
hole only. This cannot be taken as a fixed rule.
Doubtless carefully made vases of the later date
may have been hollowed out, but I do not think
that the tubular hole is found in early examples.
It must also be borne in mind that M. K. vases
continued in use into the Second Intermediate
period. In other words, a tubular hole is probably
a sign of late date, while the hollowing out is
generally early though not necessarily so. No. 13
with a tubular hole is not dated by associated
objects, and the tomb in which it was found would
be better placed in the Second Intermediate period.
The Seal-Amulets. Pl. iv. No. 1 is a broken
cylinder of Senusert I. Neither this nor the cylinder
of Amenemhat (7147) were found with pottery.
No. 3 may be compared with pl. xix, 32, and 5 with
pl. xix, 21. Nos. 6 and 7 are of the same class
as Q. and B. I., pl. xxxiv, 193. No. 8 has the same

design as 9. Nos. 15-18 are of interest; the pattern
of concentric circles is common on scarabs just
before the xviiith dyn. (pl. xix, 73-76); yet the
former are certainly of M. K. date. The lines
joining the circles in 15-17 seem to indicate a
debasement of the linked spiral design such as
14, yet there can be very little difference, if any,
in their dates. No. 20 resembles Q. and B. I.,
pl. xxxiv, 197, 199, in some respects.

CHAPTER III.

c« ’

THE PAN VILLAGES.

7. At the tips of certain spurs at Badari there
were traces of small settlements of the Pan-grave
people. These spurs are shown on the map Q. and
B. I., pl. vii.

Spur 6. Sherds of a black incised pottery bowl
(pl. ix, 2) were turned up here. There were also
large Predynastic village pots on this spur, and
as sherds of similarly incised ware were found in
the Predynastic village at Hemamieh (Bad. Civ.,
pl Ixxii, 121; pl. Ixxiii, 147, 148; p. 10I) it may
possibly be that our sherd is of the earlier date.

Spur 16 (3800). The regular Pan-grave bowl
(pl. ix, 3) was found here, but with no other remains
of this people.

Spur 19 (4000). At the tip of the spur was a
thin layer of brick-dust and ash, in which lay
a number of sherds of black incised pottery. This
would seem to indicate a settlement, but no hut-
circles were found.

Spur 20 (4100). At the end of this spur, centrally
situated, was a large hut-circle, 125 in. in diam-zter,
and 38 in. deep. The floor was of natural compact
yellow sand with no signs of plastering. The walls
were of the same yellow sand up to 20 in., followed
by mud plaster (or possibly brick) measuring
4 in. thick in one place. Close by was some charcoal.

Further up this spur was a shallow stratum of
organic rubbish (sebakh) containing charcoal, sherds
of black incised Pan-grave ware, with others of
Second Intermediate (?) pottery, stone grain grin lers,
a copper needle, chopped straw (#6#%), goat manure,
ash, a few beads of blue glaze, and clay animal
toys (pl. x, 8). In clean sand close by lay the clay
figurine (pl. ix, 28; x, 5).

Spur 21 (4200). Near the toe was another hut-
circle, 96 in. in diameter, and 15 in. deep. The
whole floor, and the walls to a height of about
11 in. were of natural compact yellow sand. Above
this on the wall was a course of bricks, laid as
stretchers, in size 12 X 6 X 4% in. There was






